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THE year 1896, though it includes the found- 
ing of no great libraries and no exceptional leg- 
islation, is noteworthy as the date of the largest 
conference in the history of the A. L. A., that 


at Cleveland, and for a notable and wholesome 


advance in state and local gatherings, only less | 


important than those of the A. L. A. itself, such 
as the Wisconsin convention, the Indiana ‘‘li- 
brary institute,” and the joint meefings in New 
York state and in New England. In the chain 
of library associations the Illinois Library Asso- 
ciation and the Western Pennsylvania Library 
Club make new links. Wisconsin ranks as the 
banner library state of the year, with its newly- 
formed Travelling Library Association, its li- 
brary section of the state teachers’ association, 
its Milwaukee library club, its older state asso- 
ciation, and its effective library commission. 
Ohio was the only state to organize a library 
commission during the year, but bills for the 


the legislatures of 


purpose were presented t 
Minnesota, Michigan, and Georgia, and ef- 
forts to secure their passage will be renewed 
this year. A library law was passed in Utah, 
and travelling libraries have been established in 
Iowa, under charge of the state library. In- 
deed the extension of the travelling library idea 
is one of the significant events of the year 
The system is now in wide operation in New 
York, Michigan, and Wisconsin, and exists in 
some form in several other states; it is just 
making its way into Iowa, and in Pennsylvania 
it is being energetically developed not only in 
the more remote districts but for outlying parts 
of the larger cities. The growing apprecia- 
tion of the need of close connection between the 
library and the schools has been evidenced by 
the establishment during the year of a library 
section in the National Educational Association, 
an example which has been followed in Wis- 
consin by the organization of a library section 
of the state teachers’ association; while the 
tendency to bring the library into closer relation 
to the public has been shown in the extension 
of library advertising, in the establishment of 
children’s rooms and ‘‘ home libraries,” and 
is the constant increase of library exhibitions 


of books, engravings, and works of art. In 


library literature the notable production of the | 
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Congress papers, which forms perhaps the most 


' 
compact, practical, and comprehensive body of 
library doctrine yet put at the service of the 
profession In England the bibliographical 


conference of the Royal 1 the groun 





work ofa magnificent enterprise, while in Great 
| Britain as well as on the continent the long- 
continued discussion of the decimal classifi 


cation seems to promise well for the ultimate 


establishment of an international system of bib- 
liography. 

THE year to come will include at least three 
noteworthy events —the national incorporation 
of the American Library Association, if that 


uropean trip and 


plan be carried through ; the | 
international library conference ; and, most im 
portant of all, the opening of the new national 
library rhe program of the European trip 
has been well arranged, providing at very mod 
erate cost for a trip which will combine in ex- 
cellent proportion the conference meeting, the 
visitation of libraries, and the usual sight-see- 
ing delights of the tourist under rather un- 
usual advantages in journeying. It has been 
decided to hold the regular conference in Phila 
delphia instead of Boston, as originally sug- 
gested a decision especially interesting from 
the fact that the first conference, from which 
both the A. L. A. and the L. A. U. K. took 
their origin, was held in Philadelphia in 1876, 
so that the association comes of age, perhaps 
as a nationally incorporated body, in the city of 
its birth. The plan for the reincorporation of 
the association proposes a charter by specifi 
congressional act, which will give the organiza- 
tion a national standing, like that of the Amer- 
ican Historical Association, and possibly bring 
it into official relation with the national library, 
with the function given to the boards of visi- 
tors for West Point and for the Naval Academy, 
annually appointed by the President. 


Tue future of the national library in its 
new home is really ¢4e library question of the 


year. Jmprimis, it is to be hoped that the latest 

proposition to make the magnificent new build 

ing a sort of general pound for all stray de 

partments that are crowded out from other 
i 


year was the volume of the long-delayed World's | quarters in Washington, will find no favor what- 








ever To house in this building this bureau 


and that bureau would be to invite the tradi- 


tionary camel who would grow and grow, leav- 


ing no place for the library proper except the 
reading-room rotunda and some adjacent shelv- 
ing There is grave danger, otherwise, that 
this magnificent opportunity will be in some 


measure lost, unless a larger foresight is given 


} 


to the consideration of the new library at this 
critical time than is now provided for. The 
removal of the books is the first critical point, 


because this removal gives opportunity for re- 


arrangement and organization which can out- 
line the methods of the library for years to 
come, or for mismanagement which will result 


in a general muddle that cannot be straightened 
Mr. Spofford has been so busy 
he 


he has not trained himself 


out tor years. 


with the mass of detail which has under- 


taken to handle that 
an executive for this kind of work, nor been 


as 
ble to keep in touch with the modern develop- 


ments of library and 


Nor 


recent 


organization practice. 
he 


experience ; 


has benefited, as was to be hoped, by 


to cite a single instance, 


copyright checks are still unbanked and used, 


without proper safeguards, to pay off the minor 


bills of the library. It will be cruel to load him 
down with this additional work until he frees 
himself from some of the old detail, and even 
his own recommendation for the separation of 
the copyright office has not yet been made ef- 
fective. Mr. Spofford is understood to desire 
the association with himself of a board of direc- 
tion, which could give more continuous atten- 
tion to the interests of the library than one 
made up of congressmen alone, and in the 


present critical time he should certainly be sup- 


plemented either by a commission of practical 


and experienced men, who should stand along- 


side 


him in planning or providing for the work 


of removal and reorganization, or be given ex- 


ecutive associates who would do this work in 


ltation with him. 


consu 


Tue joint committee on library, which was 


charged by Congress with planning during the 
ré s for the placing of the library in its new 
me and the removal of the books, did some 
od work in the short time which it could util- 
ize, and gave hearings to a number of librarians 


| y t 


designated either by the president of the A. L. A. 
or cited by the committee itself. Itis unfortu- 
nate that after Congress had specially authorized 


this committee to provide for the future or- 


ganization of the library, conflict should have 
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| arisen from the side of the appropriations com- 


mittee. The recent history of the library ques- 
tion in these particulars is informingly treated 
in the article elsewhere, and a full report is 
L. A. That this 


library will ultimately become in name as it is 


hearing. 


in fact the national library is beyond doubt, and 
the failure to recognize now this manifest des- 
tiny and to provide now on the large scale 
which this implies will be nothing short of a 
national misfortune. The completion of the li- 
brary within the time assigned and well within 
the money appropriated, has been a triumph of 
executive ability on the part of Gen. Casey and 
his worthy successor, Mr. Green, and the same 
foresight on the part of Congress which put 
the building work in such excellent form, and 
on the part of its trustee, for such Gen. Casey 
considered himself, in executive work, should 
be shown now in providing for the library as was 
shown in providing for its home. The national 
library of America should have the benefit of 
the best experience from national libraries 
abroad, of the widest range of professional co- 
operation at home, and of the largest foresight 
on the part of its governing body, if it is to be 
worthily representative of this great people 


of government 
Now that 


the work 


cataloging is progressing in strides. 


MEANTIME, good 


Superintendent Crandall has been able to pro- 


vide the initial volume of the ‘‘ Comprehensive 


index” provided for in the act of 1895, by his 
** Catalogue of public documents of the 53d Con- 
gress and of all departments of the government 
of the United States for the period March 4, 
1893, to June 30, 1895,” 
be why we did not have so sensible and useful 


the only wonder will 


a thing long ago, and it will be in itself the 


only argument needed with congressmen to 
prove how wise it is to have a thing well done. 
It is the general verdict that the work could 
scarcely have been better done, or, as one user 


put it, ‘‘it is the easiest book to find things in 


you ever saw.” A reference to the entry ‘li- 
suf- 
It is pecul- 


braries” and the following entries will 
ficiently indicate its practical value. 
iarly gratifying to note the pleasant word in 
the preface that ‘‘the Ames ‘ Comprehensive 
index’ of documents of the 51st and 52d con- 
gresses is recognized as the most successful 
A bill 
has been presented in Congress to authorize 


Dr. Ames to extend the plan of his index back- 


predecessor of the present volume.” 


ward to cover the congresses between the Ben. 
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Perley Poore volume and his index referred to is interesting to note how American bibliograph 
But against the form of this bill we must enter | cal work has given the cue to bit graphica 
gentle protest. The act of 1895 was intended | progress abroad 

to systematize and unify the cataloging of gov- —— 

ernment publications, and now that a superin- Ir is to be hoped that the problem of printed 
tendent of public documents, including their | cata) .e cards fe no the we be cent ative 





‘ : | 
cataloging, has been provided for, no govern- plan which the Publishing Section of the A. L. A 


pl ht 
ment catalog ought to be authorized except | pas put forward [This is intended to meet the 
through that office Ihe relations between | double purpose of supplving the leading libra- 
uble pury { } libre 
Superintendent Crandall and Dr. Ames have | ries with cards for all books. so far as they can 


been throughout so courteous and satisfactory be gathered for such cataloging and the small 


that if a compact tabulation covering the pre- | jj, aries which desire nly a limited un 

vious congresses must serve in plac e€ of the | ber of cards The new system is in the most 
better but more costly method of the present | , upable hands possible, having the a ntag 

volume, Superintendent Crandall might very | of the facilities of the Boston Athenxwum and 
properly commit its preparation to Dr. Ames of Mr. Lane’s direct oversight. as well as of 
already skilled in this work and already in | Miss Browne's personal skill and practical ex 
possession of much of the material for it. But | perience. It now remains for the librar ree 
now that we have unified the work of govern- | and small. to s ipport this enterprise, if they 
ment cataloging, let us not begin again to di- really want printed catalog car nity Yor} . 


» the re ibil ke othe » ” , 
vide the responsibility or take other steps back- | gyctem can be devised that will more nearly 


ward. meet the double need referr: 


enterprise should lack support it will scarcely 


PROGRESS has also been made in unofficial | pe possible to revive the scheme of printed ¢ 
national bibliography The ‘‘ American cata- | log cards for many years to come 
logue" for 1890-95 was completed, in page- | 
proof, before the end of 1896, and the appen- pcr ie 
dixes, covering state publications, publications | [HERE was a field day in New York state « 
of societies, etc., will soon be in the hands of | Jan. 14. The nt meeting of the State I 


the binder. The ‘‘Annual American catalogue, 


- 
f 
~ me 
“ 
7 


nearly ready, will this year have a companion | held in Brooklyn at the tiat f the ne 
volume from England, as the publishers of the | Brooklyn Public Library Ass at proved a 
‘English catalogue” have decided to adopt the | great success, albeit the dinner was cut short at 
American method and make their annual pub- both ends and was a less stinctive featur 
lication one of full title entries instead of an ab- of the gathering than usual, because of th 
breviated tabulation The ‘Annual literary | ceeding public meeting. The symposium in the 
index,” including the continuation of Poole’s | morning on ‘‘ What librarians should read ‘ 
index, is in an advanced stage, and will have | veloped naturally, as Mr. Baker clear! ut it 
this year a rival in Mr. Brett's ‘‘ Cumulative into a discussion of what librarians can read 


index,” although this is confined to periodicals | Mr. Dewey pointing out that a librarian in the 


proper and does not attempt to cover the same | midst of his executive duties cannot expect to 
number of publications. Its practical useful- | do persona] reading in office hours any more 
ness in libraries in its monthly shape has been |than any other executive In the afternoon 
demonstrated, and it is to be hoped that neither | the meeting accomplis the npossible task 
publication will make the continuation of the | of reviewing most of the leading books of the 


other impossible. From France has come, dur- | year within three hours, a most useful following 
ing the year, the complement of the American | of the plan suggested by Miss Cutler for the 
‘* Publishers’ trade list annual,” and of Whitak- | Cleveland conference. The absence of Mr. 
er's ‘‘ Reference catalogue of English literature,” | Larned, which was keenly regretted by those es- 
in the shape of the ‘‘ Bibliographie Frangaise,” | pecially who heard his brilliant, scholarly, and 


the index volume of which, although showing | masterful address at Cleveland, which so put 


the result of composite work on the part of the | him to the fore among the leaders of the profe 
publishing houses contributing to the index, is | sion, was caused, happily, by the need 

i 
in plan a feature in advance of either its | presence at the other end of the state, w 


American prototype or the English volume. It | Buffalo city authorities were the same 
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discussing the development of the fine subscrip- 
tion library under his charge into a free public 
library. 





New York, although it has led in state or- 
ganization, thanks to Mr. 
Albany, has not been foremost in developing 


Dewey's work at 
municipal free libraries—perhaps because of 
a wholesome trend toward the development 
of important subscription or privately-endowed 
This has 
been shown in New York, Brouklyn, and Buffalo, 


libraries into free public libraries. 


New York being the first to emerge from the 
chrysalis stage under the wisely-managed con- 
of the Astor, Tilden 
foundations into the New York Public Library, 


solidation Lenox, and 
and Buffalo coming next with the plan men- 
tioned above. The new public library associa- 
tion in Brooklyn has not had the entire sympathy 
of many of those most in favor of a public li- 
brary for Brooklyn, since it diverged from the 
original plan of an association to promote public 
interest in that direction and became a public 
library on paper, with a board of directors but 
with no books and no funds. Great credit is 
nevertheless due to the enterprising ladies who 
brought about the eminently successful public 
meeting on Jan. 14, which took the ingenious 
shape of a general reception to Mr. Andrew 
Carnegie, the chief American benefactor of the 
library cause. At that meeting the names of 
the board of directors appointed by the mayor 
were announced, the most of the appointments 
being of complimentary appointees rather than 
of men specially informed as to library progress. 
The mayor's letter made the unfortunate sug- 
gestion that the board might be increased to 25, 
which would be directly contrary to the experi- 
ence in good administration, for so large a body 
of trustees divides responsibility to the extent 
Altogether it 
is difficult to say whether the new movement in 
Brooklyn, which city is handicapped at the 


of doing altogether away with it. 


present from making appropriations on an ade- 
quate scale for a public library, will really pro- 
which all at heart, or 
by dividing forces rather hinder that develop- 


mote the cause have 


ment. The organization of so important a 
library as Brooklyn should have, should be in 
the hands of skilled persons, should be careful- 
ly safeguarded from political influences, and 
should in its constitution and plans have the 
benefit of the best library knowledge of to-day ; 


and half good work is often disastrously in 


the way of really good work. 








PUBLISHERS’ Note. — The December number 
of the LiBRARY JOURNAL, being the Conference 
number, suffers the usual delay. The number 
will be mailed to subscribers as soon as the re- 
corder has put the last portion of material in the 
printers’ hands. The index tothe LIBRARY JOUR- 
NAL for 1896 waits only for the page-proofs of 
this number, on the completion of which it will 
be promptly issued. It is probable that the 
general index of the LipRARY JOURNAL planned 
last year, will be extended to cover volumes 
I-21 instead of the first 20 volumes, and will be 
issued during the current year. 

Libraries and library assistants are reminded 
that a special rate of $2 per year for the LipraRyY 
JOURNAL is made to library assistants where 
the periodical respectively is taken at the regular 
subscription rate by the library or by the chief 
librarian. Librarians are requested to give 
opportunity to members of their staff to make 
clubs of this kind. 





Communications. 





LIST OF SUBJECT HEADINGS 

Tue edition of ‘‘ List of subject headings 
is nearly exhausted, and the Publishing Section 
is considering the publication of a second edi- 
tion. If any librarian or cataloger has noted 
any corrections, additions, or other sugges- 
tions I shall be glad to receive them. 

GARDNER M. JONEs. 


Sacem Pvstic Lisrary, | 
Sacem, Mass. j 
A WORD ON“THE NATIONAL SPIRIT” 

Your first editorial in the current [November] 
LIBRARY JOURNAL contained the following sen- 
tence: ‘‘The feeling of the West against the East, 
so rampant before election day, is directly con- 
trary to the national spirit.” That looks rather 
curious out here. We have libraries out here 
that receive sundry eastern publications like 
the Sun, the Nution, Harper's Weekly, etc. If 
one can judge anything by them, the East is 
not entirely innocent of malignant feelings 
concerning the West. To the East the West 
has so long been merely an instrument where- 
by they can extort a higher interest on their 
investments, that it is, no doubt, a painful sur- 
prise to find that the worm has found that it has 
feelings and has turned. We are willing to put 
our grade of ‘‘national spirit” up against 
the world, Wall Street included. We deplore 
any sort of ‘‘ national spirit" that does not in- 
clude a recognition of the right of the produc- 
ing classes to at least enough of the products 
of toil to support life. We believe in ‘‘ equal 
rights for ali, and special privileges for none." 
We do not believe that the ‘‘ national spirit” is 
restricted geographically to the East. 

Respectfully submitted by 

A MEMBER OF THE A. L, A. 
Lincotn, Nep., | 
Dec. 5, 1896. | 
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A CONGRESSIONAL OR 
THE appearance, the week before Congress 
Ameri 
nt 


opened, of seven members of the an 


Library Association before the jx commit- 
tee on the Library of Congress in Washington 
has been the most interesting happening in the 
library world since the Cleveland conference 
»f the new 


The date fixed for the completion « 


building for the Congressional Library being 
1896, and the appropriation bills making pr 
vision for the work of each branch of the gov 
ernment having to be made up at least a year 


ahead, plans for its moving and rearrangement 


in its new quarters began to attract the atten- 


tion of Congress as early as the 53d Congress, 


at its session in 1894-95. In obedience to a 


clause in the apy 


' 
Mr. Spofford 
1595, a spec ial 


ropriation bill passed March, 


submitted in December, 


the 


1595, 


recommending 


report, as 


most important desideratum in the reorganiza 


tion of the library, this: that the copyright 
registry should be separated from the manage 
ment of the library, and a register of copy 
rights appointed as an executive officer, witt 


his assistants, distinct from the library staff 


A clause for the appointment of this register of 
copyrights was embodied in the appropriatior 


bill of May, 1896, but it called for his appoint- 
ment by the joint committee on the library. 
This singular provision, for a committee of 


executive off 


Congress to oint 
: , as : 
) of a long discussion in t 
the 


the 


an cer, was 


} 


he Senate 


and two days’ conference between Senate 


and the House. The discussion in Sen- 


ate was very interesting, as throwing light or 
the law governing the library, as were als 
} 


the debates this December in the House. 


This 


clared unconstitutional. 


mode of appointment was finally de 


But as neither house 
could bring themselves to abdicate the control 
under their con 


of copyright, which had come 


trol solely through its being jumbled into the 
duties of the librarian of Congress, and as no 
motion prevailed to put the appointment where 
it properly belongs, in the hands of the Presi- 
dent, the register of copyrights was finally 
The bill, 


dropped altogether. which contained 


all the appropriations available up to the end 
of June, 1897, was finally passed in about the 
same stereotyped terms as customary for many 

* See Congressional Record, Senate, May 21, 189 als« 


same, House, Dec. 17, Dec. 19, Dec. 21, Dec. 22, 1896 
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years, without granting Mr. Spofford’s request 
to be relieved of the pyright business, and 
without appropriating a cent for the expenses 
of moving the books into the new tf ling 
although it was to be ready for ‘ ancy | 
the first of March. 

The question of the means and the manner 


’ 
of the necessary « hanges was, 


over for farther consideration t« 


mittee on the library, which was empowered 
for this object, to sit during the recess, and 
give hearings on the subject It was before 


this committee, shortly before the f 


sion of Congress began, that the 


brary Association gave its ex 


through Messrs. Brett, Hayes 


er, Putnam, Soule, and Baker p. 14 | 
testimony is to be printed with the report of the 
committee, and will form interesting reading 
Unfortunately, the bill which contains the ap- 
propriations for the library had to be brought 
in before the report and testimony of the joint 
committee was ready. The int committee, 
therefore, was obliged to describe to the appro- 
priations committee the plan which they « 
pected to recommend, in order that appropr 
ations might be made to correspond. 

[heir recommendations, in brief, were these 
That a director, at a salary of $6000, was to be 
appointed in the usual manner for heads of 
departments, namely, by ‘‘ The President, by 
and with the advice and nsent of the Se 
ate.”” That a chief librarian, at $4000, and 


a registrar of copyrights at $300 





to serve under the rector, but were to 
be appointe@ by the joint committee, as 
also, each and every subordinate the 
brary staff, copyright staff r lian cf 
the building’s office were t be This man 
ner f appointment was afterwards amend 
ed by the nittee’s adding to the clause 
‘“*by the j t committee on the library the 
words yn tl r nendation of the 
rector of the librar Phat the number of ¢ 
ployes under the director was to be increas«d 
from 42 to 18¢ 135 of these were for the dutic 
inder the custodian of the building, the only 
increase to the library staff being e cat 


It was represented in the 


Spofford had asked for n 


Mr 


and had said that with this added force 


greater increase, 
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catalogers he could in three years prepare an 
author catalog of the library, including the Law 
Library. The appropriation forthe purchase of 
books was to be raised from $4000, which it has | 
been for some years, to $8000, with an appro- 
priation for periodical publications of $2500 
instead of $1500, as formerly. Any balance 
remaining of the appropriation for the con- 


struction of the building 


that there will be a surplus of over $50,000 


was to be made available for expenses of remov- 
al and purchase of furniture. This money was 


to be available for use immediately, the rest of 
the appropriation, being made for the fiscal 
year 1898, of course could not come into use 
until July 1, 1897. The joint committee was 
also to be empowered to make all rules and reg- 
ulations for the care of the building and the 
conduct of the library. During the intervals 
between the expiration of one Congress and 
the assembling of the next one it was pro- 
vided that a temporary joint committee should 
be appointed, on the side of the House, by the 
Speaker, to hold over and govern the library 
in the interregnum. 

rhe joint committee on the library, with its 
changing fersonnel, was thus constituted the 
permanent board of control of the library, to 
oversee, exactly as do the trustees of publi 
and endowed libraries, the management of the 
librarian. This scheme for the management of 
the Library of Congress unfortunately did not 
meet with the approval of the committee on 
appropriations, especially the provision that 
all appointments except that of the director 
should be made by the joint committee. The 
appropriations committee, accordingly, intro- 
luced a bill with different provisions from those 
proposed by the joint committee, and forced 
the latter committee to offer their proposition 
as a substitute, throwing on them the burden 
of proof. 

The main difference in the appropriation 
committee's proposition was that the libra- 
rian, who is to have the $6000 salary, the $4000 
official being termed his chief assistant, is to 
be appointed, as formerly, by the President 
solely. The librarian, instead of a director, 
is to have charge of all branches of the work, 
making all appointments, including those of 
copyright work and the care of the building. 
[hey also reduce the appropriation for pur- 
chase of books to its old figure, $4000, leaving, 
however, the $2500 for periodical publications. 
An amendment by Mr. Parker to raise the 


it being understood 
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$4000 to $25,000, although supported by figures 
giving appropriations in other large libraries, 
was voted down. In every other respect, es- 


pecially as regards the number of employes, 
| their bill coincides with that proposed by the 
joint committee, and they say it gives every- 
thing in that line asked for by Mr. Green and Mr. 
Spofford. They make the claim also that their 
bill makes no changes in existing law, leaving 


the present management to continue as it is. 
So far as the House of Representatives is 


concerned, to leave things as they are, rather 


than to create the joint committee a board of 
| trustees to make appointments and regul 
| . 

in the library, seemed to find favor, and was 


approved by a majority of 85 to 27, the $6000 


salary, however, being cut down to $5000. 
The grounds on which this vote was given 
were the following: It was argued that to ad 


to the appointment of the librarian, which is 


now by the President solely, the necessity of 


confirmation by the Senate, would put it under 


the control of politics, while it was desirable to 
make ita life tenure. But a motion totake all 
the library appointments out of politics by 


placing them under the civil service law was 


met by the remark from Mr. Stone of: ‘‘ Mr. 


Chairman, I suggest that at this stage of the 
proceedings we ought not to put this House on 
record in favor of a proposition of that kind,” 
and it was voted down, 73 to 37. 

Again, it was argued that the joint commit- 
tee was too changing a body to make regula- 


tions and appointments for a service in which 





it was desirable to secure long tenure of ser- 
vice. It was declared also that the head of the 
library was shorn of all control of his subordi- 


nates by being divested of all power of dis- 


missal. Another weighty argument was that 
the appointment of 186employes was too large 
an amount of patronage to give over to the joint 
committee. 

The proposition of the appropriations com- 
mittee, conservative, leaving things as they are 
save for an increase in appropriation and num- 


ber of employes, having passed the House, 


is now in the hands of the Senate, whereaction 
on it will be followed with much interest by li- 
| brarians. 

The debates in the Senate last May and in 
the House this December have brought out 
two facts very plainly. The first is that the 
Congressional Library is a white elephant on 
the hands of Congress Having, like Topsy, 
without the moulding of successive 


‘“* growed, 
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legislation, it is now on the basis of the law of 
i800 amended in 1802, which makes it a de- 
partment of Congress. gut with an aggregate 
, of over 1,000,000 books, pamphlets, musica 
compositions and prints, with accessions of 
from 70,000 to 100,000 yearly, in this magnifi- 
‘ cent building, with a staff of near 2 and the 
necessity of living up to modern requirements 
for an active | ul it has t me a large 
executive bureau Congress therefore either 
t 
n the nstitutional position of having t 
manage an executive branch of the govern” 
ment, or it must relinquish what, for a century 
past has bee 1 part of its organization 
[The second fact ma evident is that by 
making 1 157 copyright registry a part ol 
= the duties of the librarian, Ce¢ has m 
plicated the matter still further by a ng an 
other executive function to what has arcady 
grown | nd t scope of a leg itive body 
to manage, namely, the Congression ibrary 
So that it is unconstitutional for Congress t 
apy t a registe f copyrights, although he 
is t perforn the very es W h they still 
re I their rarian to periorm, in spite ol 
hi ny} ttests. This librarian, though now 
Ap] ted by the President, is so appointed 
tl y say y be ause ola‘ iT } romise agrec- | 
n t between the Senate and the House, be- | 
( at the time of the passage law the | 
two h ver na to a ( n a candi 
da H aj ntment, they say n at ani 
moment be taken back to be made by the 
int tion of the two But they 
admit, apparently, that if they sk 1 so ap- | 
| t a librarian he ild not register py 
? rights. 
Now the resolutions offered in the American | 
Lib: Association meeting at Cleveland 
A spoke of the Library of Congress as the Na- | 
tional Library. Mr. Spofford, in the special 
report of December, 1895, already quoted, 
calls it the National Library. 
’ . 
‘ That there are some glimmerings of the | 
s ution among the members of Congress let | 


wing testify: On May 








21, 1896, in the 
te, Mr. Mills said, among her things: | 
‘* Now, this is no Congressional Library. It | 

5 has the name of Congressional Library,-but 
the property belongs to the nation.” On Dee 

19, 1896, Mr. Dockery said in the Hous 

‘*This Congressional Library —it is a misn 
mer to call it the Congressional Library; it is a 


great National Library [loud applause] and be- 
longs to the Government of the United States 
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cou 
gress 


monument of stone. 








It belongs to the people of the United States 
and an executive burea ind ass I 
be preside ver by some executive of rw 
authority t point and remove its em] ec 
Rene we ipplaus 
Phat itist be a Nat a | rary I \ 
the y ground wl t ry 
owed ( gress | 
building, as Congress « tm cl 1 
iodations for its own , t 
Stine e gt I re ! r ‘ 
tribute two copies of eac work, as \ J 
be equitable to take this | erty n 
viduals of the natior nless it < e the 
property of the nation, not solely of the ¢ 
gressionai body. if 18 the ¢g on whk 
rests the popular rest in it, W 
informati about tl t \ ewspa pe 
and peri | i t be eag , at 
ught for It is t gr 1 on I the 
American Library Association t leep inte 
est in its having ral appropria and 
good administratior At i National | 
it should be 
1s a Congress Library its ¢ ‘ 
has been hampered by, 1, ir ent roor 
2, short hour f opening c ¥ 
propriat nand assi A } ma i 
the-sea copyright busine and 5, perhaps not 
east, Dy ap] ntments n I I i f 
lence, not by mer only Number 1 
no | r hinder Let Congress see to it t 
2 , and 4 are equally we ro ed for s 
to the last, those wl have had « rien 
n choosing library sistants by « S¢ é 
r competitive examinations w univer 


bear witness to the excellence of that method 
f testing the applicants and the competence of 
assistants acquired through such test 

Let Congress rer nee the right Ww 
year 1, which it I s el " f Con- 
gress Let it « titute Dy tatute the rary 
together with the ¢ ght 1 ne¢ as ar 
executive establishment under one executive 
head (copyright and rary being two distinct 
branches), with a board of regents, as the 
Smithsonian Institutior organized Let it 
give it appropriations adequate t t ! 
fessed national scope and importance Fis , 
let it throw open the appointments to the f 


at 
Phe 


ntries are 


libraries of Germany, and other 


give the nation a libr: 












THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


| January, '97 





RAILROAD 


By SAMUEL H. RANCK, 


Tue system of travelling libraries, under the 
care of the state, was introduced to the Ameri- 
people in 1892. In that year the legisla- 
New York 
in February, 1893, the first one was sent 
out Albany. that 
York began the experiment, interest has been 


can 


ture of authorized such libraries, 


and 
the day New 


from From 


growing, and more than half a dozen states 


have already taken up the plan. The purpose 
is that those who dwell in a community far re- 
moved from a library may be able to obtain 
some of the privileges and advantages of those 
who have easy access to a large collection of 
books. 


sible parties, and the paymentof transportation, 


In brief, on the application of respon- 


a selected numberof volumes (usually §0 or 100) 
are sent from the central library to a commu- 
nity, to circulate among the people fora few 
The books so sent form the 
This is the New York plan, 


months. ** travel- 


ling library.” 
which is developing along the lines followed in 
Australia, where the travelling library has 
been in operation a number of years. 

But long before the state of New York had 
taken up the travelling library some of our 
American railroad companies were circulating 
books to the employes along their lines ; and 
those states that have adopted the system of 
travelling libraries can extend their usefulness 
by enlisting the interest of railroads and rail- 
road The railroad, the 


means of travel, should be made the means of 


men in the work, 
introducing the travelling library into every 
of The experience of the 


Boston and Albany, of the Baltimore and Ohio, 


corner the state, 


and of the New York Central railroads, is di- 
rect evidence that the effort would be crowned 


with success. 
Ihe earliest railroad travelling library of 
which I have any knowledge, that of the 


joston and Albany Railroad Company, was 
opened in Boston, free to all the employes 
of the company, in February, 1869, and was 


*I desire to record my appreciation of the assistance 
received from the three librarians who, by their courtesy, 
made the writing of this sketch possible: Edward L. 
Janes, of the Boston and Albany, W. F. Stevens, of the 
Branch Y. M. C. A., York, and A. M. 


Railroad New 


Irving, of the Baltimore and Ohio. —S. H. R 





TRAVELLING LIBRARIES.* 


The Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore. 


moved to the general office of the company 


at Springfield, Mass., its present location, 
about 1881. The library now numbers in 
the neighborhood of 3000 volumes, all of 
which are for circulation (except some 500 


reference-books). Its circulation is about 3000 


per year. It has received numerous donations 
of money and books, but it is chiefly supported 
of the 


Its government is vested ina committee of five 


by annual appropriations company. 


two members of the board of directors, the 
clerk of the Boston and Albany Railroad Com- 
pany, the assistant superintendent, and the 
master mechanic, 


The rules state that ‘‘ books from stations 
must be in the library Wednesday morning, in 
order that more may be sent the same week. 
Any book that be 


checked off, but no more sent until the follow- 


received after time will 


ing week.” Orders for books are answered 


every Wednesday, and each borrower may 
draw two books ata time. Books may be re- 
tained two weeks and may be renewed; other- 
wise they are subject to a fine of one centa 
day. A revised catalog was published in 1889, 
and since then four supplements have been 


issued; from these the borrowers select their 


books. 
The library of the Railroad Branch of the 
Young Men's Christian Association of New 


by Mr. Cor- 
It contains 


York City was founded in 1887, 
nelius Vanderbilt, who supports it. 






about 7500 volumes, 750 of which are classed 
as railroad books,—more or less technical. 
In Baker's Railway Magazine for November, 


Mr. Stevens, the librarian, tells us that, ‘‘ Dur- 
ing last year 12,337 volumes were drawn by 
1377 readers, 5713 volumes were delivered by 
train service to other railroad branches of the 
association at points along the line of the road, 
and 1131 were delivered to members at stations 
holding special library tickets."” The books de- 
livered by train service were sent to 724 read- 
ers along the lines of the New York Central. 
Almost every town in Massachusetts has its 
free public library, and the people who live 
along the lines of the Boston and Albany Rail- 
road have freer and easier access to books and 
libraries than any other people in the world, 
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of New 


York has spent millions of dollars on books 


During the last half century the state 
for the people. It is, therefore, not unnatural 
that there should be a larger use of the travel- 
ling library of a railroad in a section where, 


until within recent years, the free circulating 


library wes almost unknown. Such a library, 


in some o: ws features both original and 

unique, is found in the Baltimore and Ohio 

Employes’ Free Circulating Library. This li- 
t J K 


brary, after having been moved several times, 


is now at home ina large second-story room, 


in the building at the corner of Pratt and 


Poppleton streets, Baltimore, at the Mt. Clare 
shops. 


In 1584 the 


We Us 


‘‘assistant to president” of the B. 


late Dr. Barnard was 
& O. corpo- 
ration, and to him the library is largely, if not 

Dr. Barnard was actively inter- 
B. & O 
f Department), and thus acquired a 


“* of 


facilities along the main stem and branches 


entirely, due. 


ested in the Reliei Association (now 


the Relic 


knowledge the sad lack of educational 


of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. He 
therefore undertook to establish a free cir 
ating rary ‘‘exclusively for the use of the 
l g library x 


yyes and families of employes of this 
rvice. 


dated De 


' 1 
iowing Is taken 


His plan was outlined in a circular, 


cember 1, 1884, from which 


he establishment of a 
x the employes of 
the belief that such 
welcomed by all classes as a popu- 
lar an measure, and that, through 
its agency and development, much-needed of 
portunity will be afforded employes to qualify 
themselves for promotion and advancement in 
life, while at the same time their children, 
wherever located, will have at hand facilities 
for study and instructive reading-matter sel- 
dom obtainable large cities. This will 
be done without cost to employes and in such 
a manner that the books furnished can _ be 
utilized not only at reading-rooms (not always 
convenient of access), but also amid the com- 
forts and society of their homes. 

‘* The plan, in brief, is, by means of contri- 
butions of money and books, to 
compact general and technical library, selected 
with special reference to the wants and tastes 
of employes and their families ; to print inex- 
pensive but carefully prepared catalogs and 
cards on which to make requisitions for books 
and to so distribute them that member 
can receive and return literature, without de- 
lay, through the company’s train service. 

‘* This library is therefore to be exclusively 
for the use of all employes, their wives, and 
more particularly, thetr children. Its mission 
will be to exert an elevating and educating in- 


Free Circulating 
g 


the company is 


Library f 


undertaken in an 
tion Wili De 
1 desirable 


yutside 


establish a 


every 
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on those it reaches. It wil 
standard works onthe s« 


text, and 


| supply cur- 
ences 


fluence 
rent periodicals, 
gener 


other books 


etry, historical, 





al literature, f[ 


ot practical utility to eng 





mechanics, firemen, and other railros 


ployes, and those especially adapted to educat- 
ing and forming the character of the young 
; j 


Whatever is immoral in tendency will be rigid 


ly excluded from its shelves, and its manage 


ment will do all it can to dist rage the use of 
terature from which unhealthy and unreal 
ideas of life might be drawn. 


‘It has been created and will be sustained by 











voluntary contributions of money and litera 
ture from the officers and employes of the Bal 
timore and Ohio Company and outside friends 
interested in th l ; 
Its headquarters be at Baltimore; but 
1 

t will undertake to distribute books, et t« 
any point on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
lines.” 

rhe plan, as outlir y Dr. Barnard, re- 
ce ed the official sar 1 of the company 
March 2, 1 through an order of the pres 
dent, the late R rt Garrett Ihe order pro 
vided f the inagement of the library bya 
library committee, said committee to be com- 
posed of tw directors of tt Technological 


bers of the committee of 
Relief Association 


a representative of the B. & O. Company 


School, two men 


management of and 


appointed by the president The principal in 
rechnological 
Relief Association 


if the library « 


structor of the 


secretary of the were to be 


members <« ymmittee r-< 


Che Technological School was abandoned some 


years ag and since then its representation on 
the committee has been dropped. When the 
Relief Association was changed to the Relief 


Department the corresponding f the 


latter became members of the libr: 


mittee. The library year begins December 1 


and the members of the committee are appoint- 





ed annually. The presi the company 


appoints the librarian. 


rhe library committee, as provided for inthe 


president's order, organized and began work at 


once. They appealed for aid to those only who 
were financially interested in the company. 
They collected $<391 and received about 1500 


well-seiected books as donations. The nucleus 


lection was a di 


Mt. Clare by the late 


nation of 600 ve 
umes to the employees at 
1569. 


John W. Garrett, in September 


December 3, 1885, the library began its work 


with 4500 volumes on its shelves, 3000 0f which 
had been purchased. The first year 16,120 vol- 
umes were circulated, 48 at Mt. Clare, and 
the remainder at different stations on the lines 
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book, and 


the 




















s nd tnt gh whom he wishes to get 
23,47 is sent to the librarian at Mt. Clare, Balti- 
t re I n takes the first ok onthe 
rev l t t I \ Y 1 Case ol 
s y t ¢ t for tl t 1 and ther 
kes « I ca for the transactior 
On this cai s entered the date, the requisi- 
ce <, agency and package number, and 
e the name of the borrower rhe card is filed 
the er of the book number. Another en- 
I as 1e f S$ made ¢ a nder the agency num- 
t 5 ber his « y s ws how many and what 
g 11 ‘ re at any ag cy atanytime. Whena 
rowers S retur ts 1 r is marked off on 
ge time, | t ger rd, and the charge on the card 
in ] er t t k r is cancelled \ 
x Ww series of re n nut ever 
2 s earont f Decembe lisi 
es 674 /t number is always the t f 
- | the fiscal year to date 
i- | A ll entrie en duly made ana 
re ‘ star 1 and « ed, 
of Ss are W ped | kage These 
t " f en st ed 1 labelled for 
ir 64 pr yt t A lepartment t 
‘ \ ger r 
cent t I t it satcnels are 
ng t m ( at rtf 
he | and usefulness of th 
re is a l att vest possil cost, the li- 
kept er | bra 1 es for g 1 re e leathe 
ed | \ seats, W e t rom the 
I I shoy I leather is 
a | V r re from the 
y-vi he 1 t the ces he 1s able tmakes a 
t k | bir that neat ar ¢ 
th em- Mi ity ¢ € t SE i < and 
I ‘ I y ge I cS re V 
r t t trair en the trains for t 
st le l 7 é ght,” he w be able to 
rs h ck to y it his work, but not before 
that it is ) ea yea iy visiting al 
‘ st. | the agents the rary. This 
yoks in | u t for about 
in the | four weeks, th rary is closed. 
requ ] [he library now contains about 14,000 vol- 
umes There have been few additions since 
g books | the B. & O. Company has been in financial 
yrrower | straits. Gifts of suitable books will be gladly 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL LIBRARY COM- 
MITTEE AND THE AMERICAN 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


To librarians the specially interesting feature 
of the work done by the joint committee on the 
Congressional Library in its recent sessions 
was the hearing given to members of the 
American Library Association by that com- 
mittee on Dec. rand 2. An executive session 
had preceded (as in fact one followed) this 
hearing, at which the testimony of Mr. Spof- 
ford was taken in detail in regard to the 
arrangement of the books, the methods of cata- 
loging and the catalogs now available, and the 
present condition of the library as regards its 
practical use. 

At the hearing on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
Dec. 1 and 2, there were sitting of the com- 
mittee Senator Wetmore (temporary chairman), 
and Represenatives Quigg, Cumming, and 
Harmer. The following members of the A. L. 
A. were called upon to testify: W: H. Brett, 
president; R. P. Hayes, secretary; Melvil 
Dewey, of the N. Y. State Library; Herbert 
Putnam, of the Boston Public Library; C: C. 
Soule, trustee of the Brookline Public Library; 
W: I. Fletcher, of Amherst College Library, 
and G: H. Baker, of Columbia University Li- 
brary. 

Certain of those named had been invited 
directly by the committee; others appeared in 
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correspondence department and travelling li- 
brary system, and recommended that the former 


| be made a prominent feature in the work of 


the national library. He did not think that 
the increase of 32 attendants provided for in 
Mr. Spofford’s estimate could do all the work 
that would be imposed upon them in the new 
library. Mle described in detail modern meth- 
ods of classifying and cataloging, and thought 
that not less than 20 persons would be required 
to start work in that department alone. 

Mr. Soule said that the library should be a 
reference library for every citizen in the coun- 
try, and should be the national centre of educa- 
tional interests. He thought that 20 catalogers 
would be the minimum number required, and 
he would take the salary list of the British 
Museum as the best criterion of an adequate 
force of employes for the Congressional Li- 
brary. Mr. Dewey was later recalled and 
asked what force he thought necessary to 
properly conduct the library. He replied that 
it depended greatly upon the administration of 
the library, but that there should be not less 
than 100 employes to begin with, of which 
number 60 should be catalogers and librarians. 

The civil service system came up for discus- 
sion, when Mr. Dewey said that in the selec- 
tion of employes civil service rules should 


|}apply. Mr. Quigg said it was the historic 


»~olicy of Congress to employ its own servants 
I ) £ ploy 


| and not to get them from the civil service, and 


response to the suggestions of the president of | 


the A. L. A., but as a whole they appeared in 
response to the request of the joint committee, 
which took the initiative, and not because a 
hearing had been requested by the A. L. A., or 
by them individually. 

The matter of the hearing concerned (1) The 
proper scope of the national library, both as to 
the material it should gather and the service 


it should render; and (2) the reorganization | 


of the library upon its removal to the new 
building. The examination was conducted by 
Mr. Quigg in the form of direct questions, and 
the testimony, which was taken down, will 
presumably form part of the voluminous report 
of the proceedings of the joint committee, 
which will later be printed 

Mr. Dewey was one of the first to be ex- 
amined when the hearing opened on the morn- 
ing of Tuesday, Dec. 1. He said that the 
library should be made the national head of 
the libraries of the United States, and that 
its equipment should be proportionate to its 
importance. It should possess comprehensive 
and up-to-date catalogs and indexes of its con- 
tents—on the fully classified, or dictionary 
plan—it should be the centre of library activity 
in the country and “‘a great national university 
in itself.” It should be systematically and 
thoroughly classified, and each division should 
be in charge of a specialist in that line of 
research. The librarian should have executive 
control of the library, but his force should be 
largely increased, and his work should be di- 
rective oversight, not details of routine. Mr. 
Dewey explained at length the work done by 
the New York State Library, especially in its 








the committee may not deem it best to inaugu- 
rate a new policy. He therefore asked what 
would be thought of establishing a board of 
examiners, consisting of prominent librarians, 
operating under direction of Mr. Spofford and 
the joint committee, to choose the employes for 
the new library. This, Mr. Dewey thought, 
would be a satisfactory method, and he be- 
lieved the fibrarians of the country would be 
glad to serve in such acapacity. The question 
of removing the library from direct congres- 
sional control, and providing for its govern- 
ment as an executive department under a 
board of trustees or regents, was then dis- 
cussed. 

Mr. Herbert Putnam was then examined, and 
in response to questions described the scope, 
organization, and methods of administration of 
the Boston Public Library, with especial refer- 
ence to the appointment of employes. He 
doubted the practicability of throwing upon 
the administration of the national library any 
features aside from the natural functions of a 
national library. He did not believe that eight 
catalogers, as proposed, could do the work of 
the librarv, and thought that at least 30 would 
be required to begin with. 

The session was resumed at 8 o'clock Tues- 
day evening, when Mr. Putnam described the 
method of removal of the Boston Public Library 
to its new building, and also explained the 
system of cataloging in use at the library. 
Reverting to the matter of the selection of em- 
ployes, Mr. Quigg asked Mr. Putnam if he 
would be willing to submit to choosing from 
a list of two or three persons certified by a 
board of examiners over which he had no 














































adem 


: 





January,’97] 


control. The reply was in the affirmative, if 





such choice were the alternative of a grea 
embarrassment. The suggestion that appoint- 


le by the joint commit- 





ments should be ma 
tee, on recommendation of the librarian, was 
considered a good one if the librarian were 
freed from all political pressure. 

Mr. G: H. Baker, of Columbia U 
Library, was then questioned as to the methods 
followed at Columbia. In regard to the na- 
tional library, he thought it should be con- 
trolled by a board of trustees rather than by a 
committee of Congress, the tenure of office of 
the former being more permanent. The trus- 
tees would be men familiar with | 
whereas if any members of the congressiona 








ibraries, 





committee possessed such familiarity it w 

be by a happy chance. He favored a per 

ical inspection of the library by a committee 

librarians, who would report upon the tech 

nical points of administration An inspection 
ae 


by men of schol 


lesirable, to ascertain if the library was forn 
r 





of 


rly attainments would also be 





ing a well ( ( 
Mr. Quigg suggested that the American Li- 
brary Association might ta f th 
proposed inspection through a committee ap- 
pointed by the association. 
[he hearing was adjourned at 11 o'clock 
On Wednesday morning at 10:30 the session 
was resumed, and Mr. Putnam was recalled to 


give suggestions about the removal of the 
library to the new building When asked 
what steps should be immediately taken when 








the C rressional Library is moved into the 
new building, Mr. Putnam outlined the work 
as follows Insta of the books, the 


preparation of a < 





fication, organizatior ft yrce, preparation 
of the shelf-list, verification of the author 
card catalog, preparation of a printed catalog. 
He emphasized the ad ility of getting out 
a comprehensive printed catalog. Upon the 
question of the selection of employes for the 
Congressional Library, Mr. Putnam thought 
that unless the librarian could be relieved from 
the embarrassment of recommendations for 
appointment by the controlling committee 
trustees, or regents, as the case may be, it 
would be better to have them chosen through 
some kind of civil service system. The mere 
personal weight of a recommendation by the 
library 





ymmittee or congressional recom 


mendation of other kind, while it might be of 
the most upright character and removed from 


the slightest suspicion of coercion, would be 
most embarrassing to the librarian. 

W: I. Fletcher, of Amherst College Library 
was then examined, and expressed views diffe: 
ing somewhat from those of his colleagues 
He said that a limited staff could install the 
library in its new quarters, and that beyond 
that little could be attempted at first. He 
lea of attempting to change 


neral scope of the Congres 


liscouraged the i 








or deve p the ge 
sional Library at this time or to make plan 
for such changes. He thought the Wa 
Public Library should become the pl 
the general public of the city who were not 
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aminers He thought 

when the new era for the Congressiona 
brary sets in, the era of devel pment be 
the present nes, a s r office t 
librarian st ld be if ted a dire r 

rary, at a salary of t ss tl > 
year, to perform the exec fut 
ipon the growth of the rary 

Rutherfor P. Haye was ex r 
iftern n session He tl t the tire 
ness part of the library st l be 1 t 
hands of an exe e officer, ar I br 
should have dealings only wit t 
part of the work He would relie 
rian of the d tv of making a its 
hoose the employes through 

tem: and he would Ke to se 1e ne 
governing the brary vest discretionary | 
in the adm stration of the irv tor 
such rules and regulat s for t cond 
the library as they should d st 
thought that the governing pows he 
little more permanent than is w provide 
the nt committee, which sl ld 
have aterm of six years. 

WwW. -roffut, of Washingt then 
dress n ttee in behalf of 1 kit 
library iting library, as in earlier 
by the payment of a deposit fee of $s 
was succeeded by W. T. Harris, comn 
of education, who approved of the sel 
employes by civil service met! Ss, Oppose 
removal of the departmental ¢ e 
books to the Congressional Librar t 
phasized his opinion that the library 
a reference library alone, and sl Id not 
tain any features of a« lating libr 

Mr. Brett's views were, briefly, that 
library should be national institution, 
not an appendage of Congress; that in cat: 
ng there should be a shelf list, an acce 
catalog, and as soon as {| sible dict 
catalog; and that em; es should be ch 
hy means of a competitive examinatior 
by the library authorities, and careful s« 
from the list of ccessful applicants, but 
choice should not necessarily be | t 
person wit passed highest, but sl} 
nto consideration other quatif tior 

At the close of the hearing the « 
were notified of the authority giv: t 
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president of the A. L. A. at the Cleveland Con- 

ference to appoint a special committee of the 
ri L 

A. L. A. to answer any inquiries addressed by 


e ( A. L. A. 


to the 





yngressional Com 





with reference to the organization of the Con- 

gressional Library in its new building; and 

President Brett stated his readiness to appoint 

such a committee upon receiving an intimation 
it such inquiries might be forthcoming. 

A direct result of this A. L. A. hearing is 
the movement toward a re-incorporation of the 
American Library Association, with the provi- 
sion that it shall from time to time act as a 

ng board of the Congressional Library, 

Ss carrying out Mr. Quigg’s suggestion to 
that effect. Full details of the proposed re- 
incorporation are given elsewhere in this is- 

This report w show how much careful 

it, time, and energy have been given by 

it committee to the future of the Con- 

gre nal Library. All the various hearings 

nducted by tt mmittee, at which the testi- 

mony of Mr. Green, Mr. Spofford, and others 

were taken on the subject, were equally de- 

tailed and comprehensive, and the final report 

f their proceedings, hen printed, will un- 

doubtedly prove to be one of the most interest- 
ng of library documents 


SERIAL, TECHNICAI 
PUBLICATIONS 
ERNMI 


AND SCIENTIFIC 
OF THE GOV. 
NT.* 





I following list of the serial, technical, and 
s« tic p ations of the government, a 
large part of ch are not issued as Congres- 
sional documents, has been « ym piled by Mr. ] 


Hickcox. of 


H. Washington. It should be 
useful to librarians as giving clue to publica- 
tions not contained in their sets of public docu- 
nents, and furnishing a brief comprehensive 
record of these important issues of the govern- 
ment, which are not now printed in as large 
quantities as formerly and are rapidly ex- 


DEPARTMENT. 


Agrostology Division. Bulletins nos. 1 to 
ate 
1 Division. 


Animal Industry Bulletins nos. 1 

to rf 

Botany Division Bulletins nos. 1 to 7 
Contributions to N. Amer. Herbarium, 


vols. rto4 


Chemistry Division. Bulletins nos, 1 to 47. 
- Entomology Division. Bulletins nos. 1 to 32%. 


Bulletir 
Technical series nos. 
Vols. 1 
Etomological 
letins nos. 1 to 6 
Bul 


etins, 


new series nos. 1 to 6. 
Irto4 

to 7. 
Commission 


1s, 


Re 


letins n 
nos. It 3. 


Ss. I to 32. 





Record, vols. 1 to 7 


Reports 1 to 8 





cutive Departments 
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Foreign Markets Section. Bulletins nos. 1 
to 7. 
Forestry Division. Bulletins nos. 1 to 13. 
— Microscopy Division. Food products (mush- 
rooms). Nos. 1 to 3. 





Ornithology Division. Bulletins nos.1 to 5 
N. American fauna, nos. [ to 12. 
— Pomology Division. Bulletins nos. I to 4. 
- Road Inquiry. Bulletins nos, 1 to 20 
Soils Division. Bulletins nos. 1 to s 
Vegetable Pathology Divisior Bulletins 
nos. I toll 
Journal of Mycology, vols. 5, 6, 7 
— Weather Bureau. Bulletins n Ito1s 
Bulletins A—C, 4° 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 
— Statistical abstract, 1878 to 1895, nos. 1t 
— Monthly statement of finance, commerce, 
ae. 4. 
Annual reports on the state of finances, 1790 
to date. , 
— Annual reports on commerce and na 
tion, 1821 to date. 
— Mint reports on the production of gold and 
silver, 1880 to 1894 
Coast Survey bulletins, nos. I to 34 
STATE DEPARTME? 
T 
Ito! 
— nautical almanac sstol 
— astronomical papers Ss. 1to7 j 
General information ries (t elli- 
gence), nos. It Is 
War DEpPA [EN , 
Army registers, 1813 to 180 
‘* Roll of honor,” names of decease sol- 
diers, 8 vols. 
— Military information division (publications) 
nos. Ito ll, 
Records of the war, 106 vols. and 35 atlases 


rests of metals 1 building material 


to 1°94. ‘ 


an 





— King’s geological survey, 7 s 

— Wheeler's geographical survey, 7 vé n 
~ a ‘ . 

~ Medical and surgical history of the war, 6 
vols. 4. 

~ Surgeon-General’s catalog, 17 vols. 

INTERIOR DEPARTMEN 

— Patent Office reports, 1790 to 1871, 61 vols. 

— Patent Office « tte, 1872 to 1895, 75 vols., 
and indexes. 

— Patent Office specifications and drawings, 
1875 to 1895. Monthly volumes (250copies 


issued), 240 vols, 1. 8 
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capitals, supporting a heavy cornice. 
place with window seats at either side, and 
panels beneath and beside the windows at both 
ends of the room, are attractive features. Just 
back of the counter and within the rear build- 
ing are the librarian’s office and the cataloging- 


room. The estimated capacity of the stack- 
building is 90,000 volumes. The upper floor 
will not be put in, however, till the library 


grows to need it. The number of volumes is 
at present about 12,500. The building is heat- 
ed by hot water and hot air, and lighted by 
electric ity. 

Atthe laying of the corner-stone, June Io, 
1896, an address was given by Dr. J. K. Hosmer, 
of the Minneapolis Public Library,and when the 
building was turned over to the librarian on 
Nov. 6 a formal reception was tendered to the 
citizens of Northfield by the college faculty, at 
which a brief address was given by the Rev. 
Dr. D. N. Beach, of the same city. 





rHE PUBLIC LIBRARY MOVEMENT IN 
BROOKLYN. 


THe work done during the past year by the 
Brooklyn Public Library Association to awaken 
[ interest in the need of a free library, 
supported by taxation, in Brooklyn, N. Y., 
culminated on Jan. 14, whena largely-attended 
meeting was held in the Academy of Music, 
and addresses on the need of a public library 
in the city were made by Andrew Carnegie and 
other prominent men. It had been arranged 
to hold this meeting in connection with the 
joint meeting of the New York State Library 
Association and the New York Library Club, 


public 
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One of the sections of the act reads as 
follows: ‘ Whenever the common council, by 
resolution, shall have determined to establish 
and maintain a public library and reading-roum 
under this act, the mayor of said city shall ap- 
point nine directors for the same, and in addi- 
tion to said number the mayor of said city, the 
president of said board of aldermen, the presi- 
dent of the board of education and the director 
of the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences 
shall, by virtue of their respective offices, be 
directors of the said public library and reading- 
room.’ Under the authority thus conferred, I 
hereby appoint the following nine directors: 
Hon. Charles A. Schieren, Hon. David A. 
Boody, Charles M. Pratt, Daniel W. McWill- 
iams, Willis L. Ogden, R. Ross Appleton, 
Herbert F. Gunnison, John D. Kelley, and 
Charles N. Chadwick, to constitute, with the 
ex- directors, the first board in charge 
of such public library and reading-room. The 
movement which has led upto this has been 
largely fostered and encouraged by the women 
with the Public Li- 
brary Association, and I deem it desirable that 
they should be represented upon this first 
board of directors ; but, upon consultation with 
those most active in the matter, | have come 
to the conclusion that it would be more desira- 
ble to enlarge the board tothe number of, say 


| 21, and thus permit a fuller representation of 


|including the Hon. J. 


which this year was held in Brooklyn at the | 


initiative of the local association, thus insuring 
a large attendance of librarians and library 
workers as well as of interested citizens. At 
its close the meeting took in the form of a re- 
ception to Mr. Carnegie and to the directors of 
the projected public library, whose appoint- 
ment by the mayor, under the act of 1892, 
was announced early in the evening. The 
meeting opened at eight o'clock, the platform 
being well filled by members of the local asso- 
ciation, prominent municipal officials, and a 
large representation of the visiting librarians. 
R. Ross Appleton, city tax collector, and a 
member of the Brooklyn Public Library Asso- 
ciation, acted as temporary chairman, and 
called the meeting to order a little after eight 
lock. 
Wurster, regretting that illness prevented his 
attendance, and expressing approval of this 
‘* practical beginning of the work of providing 
a public library” for Brooklyn. The mayorin 
his letter then announced the appointment of 


the entire community than is possible in so 
smalla board. With the ex-eficie members, 
J. Edward Swanstrom, 
Hon. David S. Stewart, Professor Franklin W. 
Hooper, and the mayor, the full board would 
then consist of 25, and I favor the passage by 
the legislature of an act allowing this increase 
to be made.” 

After reading the mayor's letter Mr. Apple- 
ton introduced as permanent chairman of the 
meeting ex-Mayor Boody, who delivered an 
address on the need of a public library in the 
city, and briefly discussed the legislation 
toward that end. He said in part: ‘In 1892a 
bill was passed by the legislature permitting us 
to inaugurate this work when the common 
council by its resolution shall have determined 
that a public library and reading-room should 
be established and maintained. That bill au- 


| thorized the mayor to name a board of nine 


He then read a letter from Mayor | 


directors, to which should be added the mayor, 
the president of the common council, the di- 
rector of the Brooklyn Institute, and the presi- 
dent of the board of education. That bill also 
authorized the city to issue bonds to the amount 
of $600,000 for the promotion of this work. 

‘* The common council has passed the neces- 


| sary resolution, the mayor has performed his 


the directors of the proposed library, as fol- | 


lows 
made by the enactment of a law in 1892, en- 
titled ‘an act to authorize the city of Brooklyn 
to establish and maintain a public library and 
reading-room in said city and to provide for 
the payment therefor and for the maintenance 
thereof.’ Under the terms of this law an in- 
stitution is provided for called ‘ The Public Li- 


‘* The first step in this movement was | 





duty in naming the board of directors. When 
I have added tothis brief statement a reference 
to the existence of the Brooklyn Library Asso- 
ciation, organized for the purpose of promot- 
ing work of this kind and organized largely by 
a woman, Mrs. Mary E. Craigie, I have given 
a brief history of the work of the Brookly li- 
brary up to the present moment. It is now in 
the hands of our citizens. The city govern- 
ment will undoubtedly follow their wishes. I 
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have heard it said that we are too poor as a 
city to bear the expense of erecting a free li- 
brary If municipal poverty should in reality 
be urged, then I should feel like replying if 
poverty stands in the way of our prosperity 


then we are too poor not to havea free library 


We spend in this city annually for our public 
schools about $3,000,000. I believe it would 
be the best kind of economy to spend more 
and the result would be found in smaller bud- 
gets for reformatory purposes and in enhanced 





value to real property. But the great majority 
of our youths are taken from our public 
schools at an early age, when their tastes are 


being formed and their characters fashioned, 


at the very age whenthey need the supplement 
to the school, a free library. If it is expedient 
to spend so much money for our children un- 
til they reach the and 14 and 16, is it 
not wise todo something whent 
passed and when they are siill j 

the formative years Wealth has grave re 
sponsibilities which relate not only to its owr 


age ot 12 


ose ares are 


assing through 


preservation but to the welfare of those upon 
whose usefulness and intelligence and virtue 


it depends. Government has great responsi- 
relate not only t 
ice and usefulness, but to its ultimate exist- 
ence ; and among th duties there none 
more important than that which shall see that 
the minds of the »ple si not starve for 
food. Education in its various forms provided 
by the government aided by indi 
will do more than anything insure sta 
bility of t, respect for property and 
the hap; nt, and prosperity of 
the people.’ 

Dr. Richard S 
ring address on the 


life, of their effect up 
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absolute necessity of a public library in a city 
that wishes to foster what is best in civic life 
He spoke of the prevalence of bad literature 


in various forms, of 
could do to « ] 
expressed the earnest hope that the Brooklyn 


Public Library might be an accomplished fact 


what f 


the p 
yunterbalance its infl 


ublic library 


uence, an 


before the individuality of the city was merged 
into the new mur pality of Greater New 


He was followed 


York. 1 by Father E. W. 
McCarthy, of St. Augustine’s Church, wh 
said that Dr. Storrs was present to baptize the 
baby, and his own work was only to see that 


nothing was left undone. He spoke of the use 


made by Mr. Carnegie of his wealth, in the 
establishment of libraries, and of the great 
monument left to Brooklyn by Charles Pratt in 
the Pratt Institute, and dwelt upon the part 
that books played, not only in education, but 


in all the qualities that make for the elevation 
of the race. No private or subscription insti- 
tution, he said, however well endowed or gen- 
erously supported, could take the place of a 
free public library supported by the people for 
themselves. 

Andrew Carnegie, the guest of honor of the 
eveni 
a man who had spent $5,000,000 in ng 
public libraries, and he received an enthusi- 





four | 
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g, was then introduced by Mr. Boody as | that to leav 
benefit 
them 


| 
| 











astic welcome Mr. ¢ 1egie spoke with force 
and enthusiasm, and was listened to with un 
falling interest 

People he said are divide into two 
great classes —the pessimistic and the optmis- 
t and whether one belongs to the former or 
to the latter depends chiefly upon whether he 
looks backward or forward The most pess 
mistic must agree that in © respect, at iecast, 
human society has moved rware It not 
so very long ago s e the j lual concerned 


himself almost solely with hin 
ceptional for the rich, or for those who could 
not be called rich but yet w 
their neighbors, to ps 

ywhich they 


poverty 





Am 




















I my brother's keepe was thet ght which 
characterized t age Now, surely, we have 
changed all that, and the reverse is now true. 
It is the exception for any family having wealth 
or surplus incor not to f nd to act upon 
the feeling, that they are, or should be to some 
extent, ‘their brothers keeper’; that their 
abundance should be share y their fellows 
less fortunate than themselve There never 
was a time in the history of the wor! we may 
well be persuade: n which there were s 
many of the well-t oO Ce ious of their duties 
to their less fortunate fellows, or so many or 
ganizations 1 and pported by s« 
many contril m s« ny people which 
have in view only the relief of poverty, the 
alleviation of suffering, or so much time de 
voted to these ends by those who lack ability 
to contribute ney. They give their time 
and attention, wl is better than money and 
counts for n h more. 

‘* Surely if this be so it seems t ustify the 
suspicion that there Is something wrong some- 
how, or somewhere, in the efforts we make or 
the modes we pursue And may not the root 

f the trouble be f 1 just here, that we labor 
trimming the branches here and there of the 
pois nous tree inste f laying the axe tothe 
root It is the easiest thing in the world to in- 
crease auperismthr gt scriminate giving 

r injudicious encouragement. N«¢ ne can 
estimate the effect of the n carelessly giver 
tothe beggar. It is easy task to take from 

ne class a given an nt of labor and hand it 
over to another class, to whi s thus given 
the adventitious aid which enabl:s it to perform 
the labor for less, but the problem is not even 
touched until you increase the total amount of 
labor to be done. (Tl ithe pt t ms which a 
rich man has to study and solve we place as 
among the most difficult how to do genuine 
good by expenditure of money, or time given 
for philanthropic purposes 

‘* He is entitled to be considered a wise man 
who so administers his surplus wealth as t 
advance the genuine good of his fellows, and 
not tosap their spirit of independence and self- 
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then certainly during the next generation it 
will be held that the man who accumulates 
millions and hoards them until the last has 
been unmindful of the claims upon him in the 
community in which he has lived, and perhaps 
as the possessor of these millions has been 
false to his trusteeship. Such a man will die 
unwept, unhonored, and unsung; will die dis- 
graced. The rich will act only as trustees to 
make better use of their wealth for the poor 
than the poor could possibly do themselves by 
massing it in some permanent form from which 
good influences will flow forever, instead of its 
being squandered in petty driblets by the 
masses for the gratification of temporary de- 
sires which man shares with the animals. 
hus isto be solved, and thus only, the ques- 
tion of the rich and the poor. In the manage- 
ment of wealth for the public good the best 
test of its efficacy is, will this use of wealth 
help others to help themselves? Those of our 
race who are incurable and cannot be rendered 
self-supporting are the fit objects of the benev- 
olence of the state or municipality. The av- 
enues for individual wealth are fewer than 
before, but they lead directly to the great need 
—the prevention instead of the cure of the 
evils of human society. Now, there is one 
institution which, established in a community, 
must work good and not evil, which helps only 
those who help themselves, which attacks pau- 
perism and want at the root, works not for 
ure but for prevention, about which no taint 
»f demoralizing charity hovers, and that is 
what brings you here to-night —the free pub- 
lic library 

Mr. Carnegie then related an incident that 
occurred while he was last in Scotland. ‘I 
was attending last year,” he said, ‘‘the open- 
ing of a free library in the little Scotch town 
that was the birthplace of my parents. Inthe 
addresses of the day the history of the library 
then established in its new building was re- | 
lated by one of 1 


of the speakers. Its nucleus had 
been a little collection of books bought by 
three weavers with their hard-earned money 
and used asa library by them. Several times | 
had this pitiful little library been moved from 
pillar to post, in one of its removals the weav- 
ers carrying the books in their ownaprons and 
in coal-scuttles. Perhaps the thrill of deepest 
and purest happiness I have ever experienced 
came to me when I recognized in one of these 
library-founding weavers the name of my hon- 
ored father. I knowof no lineage that I would 
exchange for this.” He reviewed the library 
records of the various cities of the United 
States, and vigorously urged the need of a free | 
public library in Brooklyn, that, though per- 
haps furnished through private generosity, 
should be wholly maintained by the public for 
themselves. 

Frederick B. Pratt, of the Pratt Institute, 
followed Mr. Carnegie with a brief and hope- 
ful address on the prospects of the movement. 
He told how from a small beginning the Pratt 
Institute library had developed into an institu- 
tion with a circulation of 300,000 v., he ten- 
dered the earnest wishes of the library he rey- | 
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' 
resented for the success of the cause, and 


| 


promised every help that could be given by him 
to the new project. Dr. J. S. Billings, of the 
New York Public Library, followed with a re- 
view of the methods of consolidation adopted 
in New York for the Astor, Lenox, and Tilden 
foundations, and gave valuable suggestions 
for the practical work of the Brooklyn associa- 
tion. 

Melvil Dewey was the last speaker, and he 
gave a stirring talk on the need of a public li- 
brary as thecorner-stone of the fabric of popular 
education. Without a library the system of 
public education was not complete. Study, he 
said, is in a way harmful unless kept in the 
right path, for a‘little knowle« 


} 






ige is a danger- 
ous thing, and reading, when not properly har- 
nessed, runs riot with youthful minds. He 
inveighed vigorously against the sensational 
newspapers, and said it was a very grievous 
and serious condition of affairs when a Sunday 
sensational journal could have a circulation of 
500,000 and an edition of 1000 « 
piece of literature should go begging. 

This concluded the speaking, and the stage 
became at once a reception-room, most of the 
audience waiting for an opportunity to greet 
Mr. Carnegie and shake his hand. 


vies of a good 





THE BUFFALO LIBRARY TO BEA FREE 
LIBRARY. 

AT a meeting of the board of managers of 
the Buffalo Library on Dec. 11 an address was 
issued calling public ion to the need of a 
free library in Buffal Stating that with 
public co-operation and financial aid it might 
be practicable to reorganize the Buffalo Library 
to that end. The statement said,in part: ‘* Of 
late years a feeling that the Buffalo Library 
must be made entirely free has been gaining 
ground rapidly. [he public mind has been 
awakening to the fact that Buffalo is far be- 
hind other cities in the matter, and that it is 
largely losing, as a consequence, one of the 
greatest educational influences of the time. 

‘* From its own resources the library can give 
no more to the public at large than it has given 
a:iready. It can go no further in the direction 
of freedom than it has done, by opening its 
reading-rooms to every comer, for all uses of 
books within its own walls, and by distributing 
1000 free tickets among pupils in the public 
schools. Thus far its revenues have barely 
permitted that degree of liberality, and hence- 
forward it will lack the ability to go even so 
far in serving the public of Buffalo if it is not 
helped from other resources than its own.” 

It was stated that the resources of the library 
are now much below the amount necessary to 











administer it properly, and that help must be 


extended if it is to continueits work. The work 
done by free libraries in mostof the large cities 
of the Union was briefly reviewed, and the need 
of such work in Buffalo was pointed out, and in 
conclusion it was intimated that the library 
might be maintained as a free city institution 
if the city would contribute to its support by 
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such provision as will make it free and prope 
enlarge its work 

[he mayor, in his nua essage, date 

4, gives siderable ttention t the 

sition of tt r horitie durges 

acceptance by the city H ays in part 

‘*The subject of a { sed free | ry has 
been a leading toy f nit e put 
press and among our citizens for several weeks 
past. Our Buffalo Library, h has bee 
built up and maintained asa private institutior 
for many years, finds that tl h tl pera- 
tion of a law passed by tl st le ture it 
will henceforth be deprived of a siderable 
amount of its annual revenue This la re- 
juires the taxation of all property held by re 
ligious and benevolentinstitutions, not actually 
used for the pury of s nstitutions. It 
affects the Hotel Iroquois property vhich is 
owned y the brary ass ition i has 
been a source of incomet t He fter t 
library association e ed to pay taxes 
upon tl ; pF perty, the TT nt be yes t te 
at about $17,0 a year Thus cri is t 
ts revenues, the friends of the librar 
for municipal aid and offerin retur make 
the institution and al] of rivileges at tely 
free to the pub! 

‘* The for one belie that the 
time is city to take this prog 
sive ste] ect 1 of I | has beer 
secured c ¢ ense It is well 
housed managed. To ike its 
privilege notl Sa that 
the city should gucrantee its running expenses 
and provide reas vy for the er £ ent of 
the lection. Conside that her cit 
ha beer ed te their ee lil S 
as well as iinta ther this seems to me 
proposit st advantageous to the city of 
Buffalo The subject will be brought f ally 

attention of your h« rable body at ar 

late. I trust that l see y r way 
clear to provide such f will be neces 
sary to give us a publ y in the fullest 
sense of the term.” 

On Jan. 7 a citizens’ meeting was held inthe 
library building t ler the proposed reor 
ganization and a committee was ap] ted 
furtherthe work, Atthecity council meeting or 
Jan. rr the matter was officially taken up by the 
aldermen, and a committee of three was ap- 
pointed to work with the chief cit fiicials and 
the citizens’ committee as aconference commit- 
tee in planning for the operat librar s 
a‘free institution. The rey ference 
committee was submitted t rd of alder- 
men on Jan. 18 It was a long statement, pre- 
senting fully the present needs of the | ry 
and the great necessity for a free public library 
in Buffalo. It reviewed the library advantages 
of other cities and strongly urged that the B 
falo Library be transferred contr re 
ommending a yearly appro; n of $4 
for its maintenance. A draft for enabling act 
was appended. The report was accepted by 
vote of 21 to two. There is little doubt that 
within a short time the Free Public Library of 


Buffalo will 
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i A I \ P LT 4 I rece 
« , ’ he chief , a F 
oy, « g tl syster f issue f 
I re formerly rrie n by 
I I ar B € a w transterre the 
r irge t pP T + n i | ng 
det e nf new pla _ 9 } Zz 
fu sh selecte " e s ¢ iries 
It is } ed that: e raries s bet 
the t de I ew ar wre nt s the 
prese t f s s fl t 
to insure the continuance of t \ The 
form of the cards w ‘ i the ne 
as heretofor but translator 1 edit s 
will } n nlv where tl m essent ° 
the satisfact at ging of the | litle 
cards ¥ bee pentie Fon ' nt In the 
e f books f ( € nts 
e tf essays et the ¢ tent I 
pr oad ewtheaa . ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ; 
nd er rh ¢ Ww e r t \ 
r the catal: ler eac} toy sad 
rt} eparate items in the tents may be 
" rline red k t orrespond with the 
t c on the toy e.| These cards w serve 
the same | rpose < ' ytic entries. and are 
nreferable t the t nar form of ar ti 
entry, since they give full informat ut 
the ok,’ 
rhe new proj tion the issue of selected 
irds to sma braries was br f ws 
Beginning January 1, 18y7, it is proposed t 
send once or twice a week the subscribing 
braries tw copies of a st t-title st of the 
I ks cataloged | the Publishing Sectior 
On these li eact will mark the 
tles of books he is for which he 
shes cards, and w ne | to the 
Publishing Sect the other as a 
record Two weeks late f the list 
cards will printed to correst ltothe or 
lers then on hand, and will be immediately 
listributed An interval of tw weeks - 
wed, that librarians may submit the lists if 
necessary to their book committees, and that 
there may be time for orders t me from the 
tar west After tw week fror the date « 
the list orders carnot be filled 
** Every effort w be made to get the titles 
from the - publishers as ng in advance as 
possible that the cards may be le ered 
t the me time the publ tior f the 
books. In case the ks are reccived before 
the cards, they need t be kept out of circula 
tion, ¢ e the retained copy of the list «# 
serve sar gh note and can bear in the 
margin the shelf mark cces a anumbe ’ 
any her iten rdinarily placed on the « I 
t the rd itself is received 
Cards will be f shed of ny size r 
style to match those already in e by th ] 
brar , bra es using 7 rd lowert n the 
standard (7 1 n sacrif the « 
marks, dictionary s, ete which are 
given on the wer margir f the ’ ; ' 


PRINTI 





A F 


iT 
/ 
ti 


D CATALOG 











NG 


( 


, 


AR 


DS 







































the list will be $1. The price for the cards will 
be 10 cents a book regardless of the number or 
quality of cards. It is hoped that the larger 
libraries will continue to take all of the cards 
issued. If the number of such subscribers 
warrants, their cards will be sent immediately 
without waiting for orders to come in from the 
smaller libraries. The price for these will be 
at present, $7.50, $9, $10.50 per r1ooo, accord- 
ing to the quality of card used, but will be 
lessened as soon as the number of subscrip- 
tions warrants.” 

The circulars were sent out generally, and it 
was hoped that a sufficient number of answers 
would be received before the close of the year 
to allow a definite decision. As, however, 
only a few replies had been received by January 
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1, the Publishing Section has decided to defer | 


the undertaking until the first of February, in 
the hope that by that time a sufficient number 
of subscriptions may have been received. 





UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO LIBRARY 
CLASSES. 


Since its foundation the University of Chi- 
cago has extended its instruction by organizing 
non-resident classes wherever six or more per- 
sons unite to pursue a course of study, and are 
willing to pay $6 apiece for 24 hours’ instruc- 
tion, and bear the travelling expenses of the 
instructor. During 1896 about 90 classes in a 
great variety of subjects were formed, and 
these subjects have now been extended to in- 
clude instruction on the scope and use of the 
modern library. The plan is to work through 
women's clubs, teachers’ clubs, and the staffs 
of the large libraries. The courses offered will 





necessarily be general and free from technical | 


details, and they are intended to aid in an in- | 


telligent use of the library rather than to afford 
special library training. They would include 
information about travelling libraries; chil- 
dren’s home libraries; and library schools; rela- 
tions between libraries and schools, and between 
libraries and clubs; the use of reference-books: 


the use of catalogs; and such administrative 


principles as may be desired. Classes will meet 
once a week, or oftener if desired. The work 
will be adapted to the needs of the students, and 
will not necessarily be confined to the printed 
outline, which is merely suggestive. Courses 
are offered by Mrs. Zella Allen Dixson, libra- 
rian of the University of Chicago, and by 
Miss Katherine L. Sharp. director of the De- 
partment of Library Economy at the Armour 
Institute of Technology. Two courses were 
given at Cleveland, Ohio, in December, at the 
request of Mr. W. H. Brett, president of the 
American Library Association. A class at 
Denver, Colo., will begin its sessions in Janu- 
ary; and classes at Geneva and at Genevreo, 
Ill., are forming. A class at the University 
of Chicago, under the instruction of Mrs. Dix- 
son, began work on Jan. 8, 

Further information regarding this work may 
be obtained by addressing the Class-study Sec- 
retary, University of Chicago. 
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American Cibrarp Association, 
President W: H. Brett, Public Library, 
Cleveland, O. 
Secretary: Rutherford P. Hayes, Columbus, 
oO. 
Treasurer G: W. Cole, 473 Jersey Ave., 
Jersey City, N. J. 
TRANSACTIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
A MEETING of the executive board of the 
American Library Association was held at the 
Free Library of Philadelphia, Dec. 3, 1896. 
Present, President Brett, Miss James, Mr. 
Jones, and Mr. Hayes. 
The following letter from Mr. Cole was 
read 


473 Jexsey Ave., Jersey ( vy, N. J., Nov. ra, 189 
the Executive Committee ef the American Library 
Associ :tion 


GaentLemen: As my plans take me abroad for the 
winter and possibly longer, I hereby tender my resigt 
tion as treasurer of the Association, and request that the 
vacancy caused by my resignati be filled at 
est convenience. Yours very truly, 

Geo. Watson Cote. 





Mr. Cole’s resignation was accepted. 

The secretary announced that Mr. Cole had 
turned the treasurer's books over to him, and 
that the funds, amounting to $1475.74, were in 
the hands of Mr. Whitney, chairman of the 
finance committee. 

The president announced the next order of 
business to be the selection of place and time 
of the next meeting of the A. L. A. 

Invitations were received from the Massa- 
chusetts Library Club to meet at or near Eos- 
ton, and from thelibraries and many citizens of 
Philadelphia to meet in that city. 

After discussion of the subject, Miss James 
moved that the next meeting of the American 
Library Association be held in Philadelphia, 
beginning June 22, 1897. 

Mr. Jones announced that this date would be 






| satisfactory to the European trip committee. 


The motion was unanimously adopted. 
The president having been authorized to ap- 


| point the local committee, selected the follow- 





ing: Mr. Thomson, chairman, Free Library; Mr. 
Montgomery, secretary, Wagner Institute; Mr. 


| Stone, Historical Society; Mr. Keen, University 


of Pennsylvania; Mr. Barnwell, Library Com- 
pany of Phila.; Mr. Edmands, Mercantile Li- 
brary; Miss Kroeger, Drexel Institute; Dr. 
Nolan, Academy of Natural Sciences; Dr. 
Horn, American Philosophical Society. 

The secretary announced the resignation of 
Mr. Carr from the Library School committee, 
and that Mr. Larned declined toserve as chair- 
man, which duty would have devolved upon 
him owing to the absence of Mrs. Elmendorf. 

The president was authorized to fill the va- 
cancies. 

On motion, president and secretary were au- 
thorized to arrange the program for the meet- 
ing of 18907 

On motion, the secretary was directed to 
secure the papers six weeks before the meeting, 
and to print such as seemed advisable. 

A letter from Miss Cutler was read suggest- 
ing that a session be given at the next confer- 
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ence to a discussion of the new books of the 
year, this feature having proved so interesting 
and profitable at the Cleveland conference 
The secretary announced having received 
letters from several chairmen of committees 
Stating that progress was being made in this 
work, also several suggestions as to program 
The following communication was received 


To the Executive ” of e e , rar 
A ssecta ” 
We, the unders “d, re est you t take act i) 
gtot i t the American I i A 
ciation under the ws of the l te States w 
juarters in a g let D ' 


Mr. Hayes made the following motion 

** Resolved, That it is desirable that the Amer- 
ican Library Association be re-incorporated as 
soon as practicable under the laws of the United 
States with headquarters at Washington. 

** Resolved, That the act of incorporation 
should, if practicable, include a provision that 
the council or a committee of the council of the 
American Library Association shall act as a 
board of visitors to the Library of Congress, 
and annually or as much oftener as specially 
requested to render a report of said visitation 
to the Joint Committee on the Library of Con 


, or other governing board of the library 








‘Resolved, That the president appoint a 
committee of three members of the American 
Library Association, which committee shall 
investigate as to whether such re-incorporation 
may legally be secured upon application of 
this board. If such be found to be feasible 


rized to draft a bill for 





such committee is aut 

uch purpose, and the 

are authorized to tak 

cure passage of the same. 
‘ 


su yresident and secretary 


i steps necessary to se- 


‘Resolved, That such bill 1, if practicable 
include the provision as t yard of visitors 





above referred t 

After a fulldiscussion the motion was unani- 
mously adopted. 

The presid “nt announced the appointment of 
Mr. Herbert Putnam, of the Boston Public 
Library, as chairman of this committee. 


The secretary was directed to write to the 
ttee on Printing 








chairman of the Senate Commi 
urging the passage by the Senate of thet 
‘*to reduce the cost, increase the value, a 


simplify the methods of publication of Public 





Documents.” 

All the members of the board present ex- 
pressed their approval of the ‘‘ Catalogue of 
public documents” of the 53d Congress, just 
issued by the Superintendent of Documents, 
and the secretary was directed to express to 
Mr. Crandall their favorable opinion of the 
catalog, and their hope that he might be able 
login the same form for all 
both past and future. 

The secretary announced progress on the 
A. L. A. handbook 

The resignation of Mr. Larned from the 
primer committee was read, and the president 
directed to fill the vacancy. 
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to continue the ca 








public documents, 
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Brett, President, 

























































1. To become acquainted with as many Eng- 
lish librarians as possible, and to see as much 
as possible of English methods of library 
administration. F 

2. To visit as many places of historic and 
literary interest as possible and also others 
attractive for their natural beauty. 

Correspondence with Mr. MacAlister, secre- 
tary of the L. A. U. K., showed that in order 
to secure a good attendance of English libra- 
rians the conference should be held not later 
than the week beginning July 12. 

The following itinerary has therefore been 
arranged 


JUNE 26. Saturday. Leave Boston 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


? 





[ January, ’97 
The trip has been kept within the two months 
originally planned, but the early date of return 
will doubtless lead many to spend an extra 
week in a trip to the English lakes, Wales, 
Ireland, or elsewhere. Such trips can be made : 
more comfortably, and probably as cheaply, in : 
small parties. 

The travel arrangements will be in charge of 
Henry Gaze & Sons’ tourist agency. The net 
cost will be about $350. A circular giving de- 
tails of the itinerary, exact cost, suggestions as 
to clothing, etc., will be distributed in a few 
weeks, at which time an advance deposit will 





| be called for. The present circular is sent out 


JuLy 5 0r6. Monday or Tuesday. Arrive Liv- | 


erpool, 
7. Wednesday, p.m. To Manchester 
8. Thursday. In Manchester. Evening 
to Birmingham. 
9. Friday. In Birmingham. 
10. Saturday. Kenilworth, Warwick, Strat- 
ford, and to Leamington. 
11. Sunday, In Leamington. 
12. Monday. To London. 
13-16. Zuesday to Friday. Conference. 
17-23. English post-conference under the 
conduct of the L. A. U. K., probably 
visiting Salisbury (spend Sunday), 
Stonehenge, Wells,Glastonbury, Car- 
diff, Bristol, Bath, and Reading, 
reaching Oxford Friday evening, 
July 23. 
4. Saturday. In Oxford. 
5. Sunday. In Oxford or London. 
30. In London or elsewhere as suits 
individual tastes. 
31. Saturday. To Cambridge 
AuG. 1. Sunday. In Cambridge. 
2. Monday. To Ely, Lincoln, and Shef- 
field. 
3. Tuesday. In Sheffield. 
4. Wednesday. To Leeds and York. 
5. Thursday In York, 
6. Friday. To Durham and Newcastle. 
7. Saturday. To Melrose, Abbotsford, 
Dryburgh, and Edinburgh. 
8. Sunday. In Edinburgh. 
9. Monday. In Edinburgh. 
10. Tuesday. To Glasgow via Stirling, 
Trossachs, and Loch Katrine. 


www 


{ 


at the earliest possible moment, that members 
of the A. L. A. may know what is being 
planned by their committee. 
WILLIAM C, LANE, Boston, Chairman. 
GARDNER M., Jones, Salem, Secretary. 
Wm. I. FLercuer, Amherst, Mass. 
Miss C. M. Hewins, Hartford Ct. 
Miss M. W. PLummer, Brooklyn, N.Y. 


THE Ziérary, in its December number, con- 
tains a well-written article on ‘‘ The American 
Library Association and the international con- 


| ference.” giving a brief history of the A. L.A., 


its organization and work. The paper is ac- 
curate in detail and animated by a pleasant 
spirit of friendliness. It will be followed in 
later issues by ‘‘ notices of the life and work of 


| some of the chief members of the A. L. A., 


ee — 


11. Wednesday. In Glasgow. P.M. to| 


Liverpool. 

12, Thursday. A.M. in Liverpool or Ches- 
ter. P.M. sail. 

22. Sunday Due at Boston. 


The itinerary may be summarized as follows 
A week between Liverpool and London, allow- 
ing an opportunity to see some of the leading 
libraries before the conference; the confer- 
ence; a post-conference trip with the L. A. U 
K. and under their management; a free week | 
which may be spent in London, in the English 
country, orina trip to Paris; and a two weeks’ | 
trip up the east coast visiting the leading | 
cathedral cities and also some of the larger | 
public libraries. It will be noticed that over a | 
day each is spent in Oxford and Cambridge. | 


especially those who will probably be among 
the delegates to the international conference.” 


A. L. A. HANDBOOK 
Tue A. L. A. Handbook for 1897 will be 
ready for distribution about January 20. Two 
copies will be sent to each member, one of 
which should be used to get a new member of 
the A.L. A. Extra copies may be obtained by 
notifying the secretary. 


State Librarn Commissions, 


Connecticut F. P. L. COMMITTE! Caroline 
M. Hewins, secretary, Public Library, Hart- 
ford. 

MASSACHUSETTS STATE L. COMMISSION: Miss 
E. P. Sohier, secretary, Beverly. 

New HAmpsuire STATE L. Commission: J. H. 
Whittier, secretary, East Rochester. 

New York, Pusric Lrpraries Division, State 
University, Melvil Dewey, director, Albany. 

Onto STATE L. Commission: C. B. Galbreath, 
secretary, State Library, Columbus. 

VERMONT STATE L. Commission: Miss M. L. 
Titcomb, secretary, Free Library, Rutland. 

Wisconsin F. L. Commission: Miss L. E. 
Stearns, secretary, Public Library, Milwau- 
kee. 


Tue first biennial report of the Wisconsin 
commission for 1895-95, just issued (130 p. 
O.), isa model of its kind and should prove 
widely useful not only as illustrating what 
a library commission can accomplish, but as 
affording information and instruction as to 
details of technical library work. It contains 
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a brief history of the organization and pro- 
ceedings of the commission; reports of the 


various meetings of the state library associa 





tion since its organization in February, 1° 
Mr. Larned’s stirring address on ‘* The missi 
and missionaries of the book’; an admirabl 
suggestive ‘“‘Symposium on library details,” by 


six of the advanced pupils of Armour Institute 
library class; Miss Eastman’s suggestive paper 


on ‘* The child, the school, and the library 
first printed in the 1896 school number of the 
LIBRARY JOURNAL; a striking account by Mr. 


Hutchins of what has been accom I } 
‘Traveling libraries in Wisconsin”; a full re- 


port on ‘‘ Wisconsin Summer School of Library 





Science,” by Miss Maude A. Earley; ‘‘ Legaland 
Statistical aspects of Wisconsin libraries,” by 
Florence E. Baker, and a summary of ‘State 


brary commissions," by Miss Stearns, to whose 


n wes § 


enthusiastic energy the 
much. It is illustrated views of 


Wisconsin libraries, but 


istra 














tions compare in interest pict s of 
the Stout trave l aries and their tem- 
porary stations iral communities 
Although the report covers nominally a bi 
ennial period, the commission has really beer 
in existence but one year. It was authorized 
by the legislature of 1895, but as the commis 
sioners were not named bythe governor unti 
late in the autumn the body was not organized 
until December. Besides Mr. Hutchins and 
Miss Stearns, the other (¢x-eficto) members of 
the commission are Dr, (¢ Kendall Adams 
president of the state university; J.O. Emery 
state superintendent of instruction, and R. G. 
Chwaites, se f the state hist al 
society. With year of the commission's 
existence free lating libraries have beer 
established in five towns, ar others |} é 
voted a tax for library purposes; the trave 





ling libraries established by Senator Stout is 
Dunn county have been in constant use, be 
managed from the Mabel Tainter Library i: 
Menomonie, Wis.; 20 similar libraries have 
been given by J. D. Witter to Wood count 


. 
and are being sent out from the Grand Rapids 





Public Library, both these collections having 
been selected and set foot by Mr. Hutchins 
in dozens of communities libraries that had 


been neglected and half forgotten have been 
revived to vigorous life through the example 


n; in dozens of 





and precept of the comm 





arousea 


others public sentiment is be 
listed for 


on the subject; and the agencies 

the advancement of library interests include a 
newly-formed library section of the state teach- 
ers’ association, atravelling library association, 
organized in November, 1896, and co-operative 
work on the part of the women’s clubs of the 
state. This is a remarkable showing, and the 
rapidity with which these results have beer 
brought about is most astonishing of all. Wis 
consin has become almost within a twelve 
month not only a library model to the other 
states of the west, but an example to many 
of the eastern states where the library move 
ment has never taken such a strong foothold 
or awakened such general interest. 
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In accordance with its custom of making one 
of its monthly meetings each year a social one, 
the December meeting of the Library Associa- 
tion of Central California was held on the 
evening of Dec. 11, about the table in the 
banquet-room of the California Hotel. In- 
cluding members and guests there were 36 
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| trict libraries.” ‘‘A library building for a grow- 





| ing city’ was then described by J. C. Dana, of 


persons present. At the conclusion of the sup- | 


per President Rowell made some happy re- 
marks, and then introduced Mr. Herbert C. 
Nash, the recently appointed librarian of Stan- 


ford University, who in a very entertaining | 


manner related some of his first impressions 
and experiences in the library world. He was 
followed by Mr. A. S. Hallidie, who gave an 
interesting sketch of the Mechanics’ Institute 
of San Francisco, with which he has been 
identified from its foundation. This institu- 
tion, which now has a membership of more 
than 4700 and a library of 73,000 volumes, 
was established in Dec., 1854. The library 


opened with four volumes on its shelves, in- | 


cluding a copy of the Bible, a ‘*‘ Cyclopedia of 
architecture," dictionary, and ‘* Curtis on con- 
veyances.” Its usefulness was considerably im- 
paired when some one stole the Bible and the 
dictionary. The institution rallied from this 
severe loss, however, and has enjoyed since 
that time growth and prosperity almost with- 
out interruption, 

The literary exercises closed with a paper by 
Mr. A. B. Davis, who, in his extracts from 
such sources as Pliny, Sir John Maundeville, 
Dr. Johnson's Dictionary, and the Newgate 
Calendar, showed how much amusement can 
be gleaned in out-of-the-way places where it is 
not usually sought for. 

Seated at the table were: Mr. A. S. Hallidie, 
Mr. Herbert C. Nash, Mr. and Mrs. ]. C. 
Rowell, Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Davis, Mr. and 
Mrs. L. P. McCarty, Prof. W. D. Armes, Mr. 
and Mrs. G. T. Clark, Andrew Cleary, J. 
W. Harbourne, H. F. Peterson, Miss Green, 
Horace Moore, Miss Wade, W. F. Clowdsley, 
Mrs. E. J. C. Gilbert, Wm. Emmette Coleman, 
Miss Klink, John G. Brick, Miss Sawyer, Dr. 
G. A. Danziger, F. J. Teggart, and others. 

Geo. [. CLARK, Secretary pro tem, 
COLORADO LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

President: John Parsons, Public Library, 
Denver. 

Secretary: Herbert E. Ritchie, City Library, 
Denver. 

Treasurer: A. E. Whitaker, State University 
Library, Boulder. 


THe December meeting of the Colorado Li- 
brary Association was held in the Coburn 
Library of Colorado College, Colorado Springs, 


Dec. 11, 1896, at 8 p.m. The audience was | 


large and enthusiastic, and the various papers 
were received with interest and applause. 
After the transaction of the miscellaneous 
business of the association the Rev. W. F. Slo- 
cum, president of Colorado College, presented 
a paper on “‘ The relation of the college library 
to the town library.” He was followed by Mrs. 
A. J. Peavey, state superintendent of public in- 
struction, who delivered an address on “‘ Dis- 





the Denver Public Library; and ‘‘ The power 
of the book”"’ was the subject of an interesting 
paper by Louis R. Ehrich, of Colorado Springs. 

Previous to the meeting the members of the 
association were entertained at a reception 
by President and Mrs. Slocum, of Colorado 
College. 

At the previous meeting of the association a 
revised constitution was adopted, and the mat- 
ters of library legislation and the appointment 
of a state library commission were discussed. 
Ihe association is giving especial attention to 
the last two subjects, and it will this winter, as 
part of the year’s work, urge the passage by 
the state legislature of a law creating a state 
library commission. 

CONNECTICUT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

President W. K. Stetson, Public Library, 
New Haven. 

Seeretary ; Miss M. A. Richardson, Public Li- 
brary, New London. 

Treasurer Mrs. F. W. Robinson, Otis Li- 
brary, Norwich. 


ILLINOIS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
President: Thomas Nelson, Public Library, 
East St. Louis, Ill. 
Secretary: Miss E. L. Moore, Withers Public 
Library, Bloomington. 
Treasurer: P. F. Bicknell, University of 
Illinois, Champaign. 


HE second meeting of the Illinois State 
Library Association was held at the Armour 
Institute of Technology, Chicago, Nov. 27, 
1896. This meeting was held largely in the 
interests of the formation of an Illinois state 
library commission, and to make plans for 
the formation of a library section of the Illinois 
State Teachers’ Association. In the absence 
of the president, Mr. Thomas Nelson, the first 
vice-president, Miss Savillah Hinrichsen, pre- 
sided. 

After certain business matters were disposed 
of and a few fitting remarks had been spoken 
by the presiding officer, the first paper on the 
program, ‘‘ History of library commissions,” 
was read by Miss Cornelia Marvin, of the 
Armour Institute of Technology. Miss Marvin 
gave a complete history of the commissions as 
established in Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
Connecticut, Vermont, Wisconsin, and Ohio, 
and then summarized her paper into the follow- 
ing salient points: ‘‘ The commissions usually 
consist of five members, who serve for five 
years without pay. They are appointed by 
the governor, with the exception of Connecti- 
cut, where the appointment is made by the 
State Board ci Education. Ohio has but three 
commissioners. It is not usual to specify as to 
what persons shall compose the committee. In 
Massachusetts the board has consisted of lead- 
ing librarians and literary people. Wisconsin 
and New Hampshire provide for certain state 
officers on the board. 

‘*The expenses allowed are usually $500, 
Vermont only allowing $300, and Ohio being 
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most ral in appropriating $1000. The ez 


ern states, as a rule, appropriate $100 for the 
establishment of a free public library 
town fulfilling the condit | 
necticut al 0, and no pr 
being made in Wisconsin. Excepting in Massa- 
chusetts, where an annual report is required, 
the law provides for biennial reports, usually 
printed as a state document. The New Ham; 
shire report is a supplement to that of the 
librarian. The contents 
consisting of the library laws of the state, his- 
| 





ions of the 


yne allowing 





State 


are unilorm, usuaily 


torical and statistical matter, and suggestions as 
to library methods, 

his was foliowed by a paper on the “ Rela 
tions of schools and libraries,” by Miss Mae 
E. Schreiber, of the Normal School, Milwaukee 
Miss Schreiber, whose work in connection with 


h atten- 
and gave inspira- 


library reading has attracted so 
tion, Was very enthu 
tion to others in the following 

** Each [the rarian and the teacher] needs 
the other to carry on her work to best advan 
tage. The teacher must be the insp 
finder of interests, the guide to the individua 
the librarian must ready to meet the 
demands inspired by the teacher, and must dé 
keep enthusiasm alive. Both 
working together may, throug 
reach out into the community. 


nut 





lastic 
ist 


stand 


what she can to 





** The teacher must arouse interest and create 
new interests. She must be a reader, a fre- 


quenter of the library, where she may hel; 
both librarian and chil She m 
children howto read and to get the best thers 
in a book, not by preaching or examining, but 
by heart-to-heart od things found. 
She must appeal to children’s sympathies, hel 
them to admire and to love the noblest. She, 
as well as the 
for this work.” 
Dr. F. W. Gunsaulus, presi 
Institute of Technology, entered the room at 
this point,and in a few happy remarks ga\ 
the association a hearty welcome, expressing 
his appreciation of the efforts that were being 
made by the f 
his sympathy and co-operat 
Miss Ahern presented a paper on the 
brary Section of the N, E. A.,” giving a 
tory of the formation of that sect 
last July, and outlining the work that the 
tion hopes to accomplish in the future. 
Mr. Homer Bevans, president of the Illinois 
State Teachers’ Association, then spoke at 
some length upon the “ Relations of schools 
andlibraries.”” He said in part 1 


ust teac! 


lren. 


talks over go 


ym and assuril 
with them. 





associa 








ion 
‘ Li- 
his- 
on at Buffalo 
sec- 


** Tomy mind 
the centre of every community should be the 
school-house and the operations of the school 
but these operations ought to be made 1 
extensive than they have been in the past. 
Nobody looks to the school-house for informa- 
tion as to the telegraphic reports of the results 
of the election. Nobody looks tothe school- 
house for any information of the Deity; no in- 
formation to salvation. No, there is one 
thing left to the school-house, and that is, to 
take care of the babies. Political information 


re 


as 
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Ne 
~ 


we get at the h I We simply learn toread 
some words and go out and call it education, 
and | am glad to see an attempt of the library 
people to do something to make use of the 
s house, or if it is the other way, to en- 
large the functions of the school-house. There 
ought to be tele; nic communications with 
the school use \ll roads ought to lead to 
the school-house, as ail roads once met in 
Rome. Ihe state teachers’ association will 
be glad to Ww me the; library people to its 
ranks. 

his was followed by a paper on the ‘‘ Pres- 


: r 
braries in Illinois,” by 
the Garrett Biblical In 


ent 


Mr 


Status oO 


W. W. Bishop, of 





stitute Mr. Bishop gave much 
practical in ation Ihe present school law 
provides for the purchase of libraries and ay 
paratus fre the school funds remaining af- 
ter ali necessary expenses are paid, no provis 

ns being made for appropriations for libra- 
ry purposes in making up the estimates, In 
giving data for the condit of libraries in 
the district schools of Illinois, there was found 





increase of the year 
mber of districts re- 
! lumber of v mes 
in the number of 
¢e figures were regarded 


tremend 
1895 over 1594, in 
ibraries, 
of these libraries 


umes purchased, tl 


us 








as almost untrustw but as there were a 
number of prom educators present who 
corroborated the ments made, there can 
be no doubt of their correctness rhe Illinois 
Pupils’ Re ng Circle, under the direction of 
the State Teachers’ Association, has been very 
instrumental n awakening the nterest of 
teacher 1, and parent in the matter. 

Some of the needs and difficulties of the 
country districts’’ was the subject of a paper 


by Miss M 





ner, of the Illinois State Normal 
University. Miss Milner gave a number of 
nteresting and amusing incidents gathered 
from the personal ence oi teachers, and 
showed that the difficulties to be overcome are 
unifold. The people themselves do not al- 
ways realize the want of that which they have 
never had 
rhis was followed by the report of the com- 
mittee on the state commission by the chair- 
man, Mr. A. H. Hopkins, of the John Crerar 
Library, Chicago Mr. Hopkins called atten- 
tion to the circular which had been issued in 
accordance nst tions received at the 





last association, urging 

itl } contained therein 
He then presented the draft of a bill for pres- 
entation at the coming of the state 
legislatu also in accordance with instruc- 
tio The bill read as foll 


‘* Be it 


meeting of com- 
} 


( 
the de 


piiance with 


session 
re, 
Ws: 

ple of the state of 


enacted by pe 


the 

Illinois, represented in the General Assembly, 
that 

‘*Section 1. The governor shall appoint five 
residents of the state who shall form a board 
of library commissioners. One member of 
said board shall be appointed for the term of 
five years, one for four years, one for three 
years, one for two years, and one for one year 


we get at the saloon, and religious information | and thereafter the term of office of the commis 
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sioners shall be five years. All vacancies on 
said board, whether occurring by expiration of 
term or otherwise, shall be filled by the gov- 
ernor. The board shall annually elect a chair- 
man and a secretary. 

**Section 2 The board shall give advice 
and counsel to libraries in the state, and to 
allcommunities which may propose to estab 
lish them, as to the best means of establishing 
and administering such libraries, the selection 
of books, cataloging, and other details of li- 
brary management. The board may also send 
its members to aid in organizing new libraries 
or in improving those already established. 
Che board shall make an annual report to the 
governor, and the usual number of copies of 
this report shall be published as other official 
reports are published. 

‘Section 3. No member of the board shall 


} 
complishing, commended highly the idea of a 


receive any compensation for services as a | 


member, but travelling expenses of members 
in attending meetings of the board or in visit- 


ing or establishing libraries, and other inci- 


dental and necessary expenses connected with 
the work of the board shall be paid, provided 
that the whole amount shall not exceed the 
sum of $1000 in any one year. All bills in- 
curred by the board or by its members under 
this law shall be certified by the chairman 
and secretary of the board to the Secretary of 


State, who shall cause the same to be paid from | 


the state treasury, and there is hereby an- 
nually appropriated from the general funds in 
the state treasury, not otherwise appropriated, 
a sufficient sum to carry into effect the pro- 
visions of this act. 

**Section 4. This act shall take effect and 
be in force from and after its passage and pub- 
lication.” 

Ihe discussion that followed, led by Mrs. 
Dixson, of the University of Chicago, was 


state commission, and gave assurance of his 
hearty support in the formation of the library 
section of the state teachers’ association. He 
brought out many important points of con- 
nection between the school teacher and the li- 
brarian. 

Colonel Thompson, director of the Evanston 
Public Library, followed with a talk on the li- 
brary and the school, telling of the close con- 
nection between the two as it exists in Evanston 
and the good results obtained from the joint 
meetings of the librarians and teachers. 

After furtherdiscussion the report of the com- 
mittee on the state library commission was ac- 
cepted, committee discharged, and the report 
referred to the executive committee for their 
consideration and for preparation of the bill for 
presentation to the legislature, provided the 
committee found it advisable. For this pur- 
pose the executive committee was increased by 
three members of the original committee, mak- 
ing a committee of seven. 

Miss Sharp followed with a report of the 
Bureau of Information. The report was very 
complete and clearly demonstrated the need of 
a state commission. The work as done by the 
bureau was carefully outlined ; some of the in- 
quiries received by the bureau were read, and 
the information given included a statement of 
the legal mode of procedure to be followed by 
libraries in obtaining state publications, the 
scope and functions of the state library and 
of the state historical library, proposed work 
of the library section of the state teachers’ 
association when established, and an explana- 


| tion of the library extension lecturesto be given 


spirited, to the point, and participated in by | 


t 
many. Mr. J. W. Menninger, assistant super- 
intendent of public instruction, and other 


prominent educators of the state, spoke en- | 


thusiastically on the subject, offering their 
cordial support in the establishment of a li- 
brary section of the Illinois State Teachers’ 
Association at the coming meeting of the asso- 
ciation, Dec. 29-31, at Springfield. Owing to 
the fact that so manv educators have mani- 
fested so much interest in the movement, it is 


more than possible that the section will soon | 


be an established fact. 

Before adjournment of the mofning session 
Miss Hinrichsen gave information in regard to 
another bil! which is to be presented to the 
state legislature at its session in January; its 
object is to secure the appointment of a library 
commission composed of six persons, who shall 
be non-partisan, who shall have charge of the 
libraries under state control, to promote the 
system of civil service in the fersonnel of the 
various library forces. 

The afternoon session opened with an ad- 
dress by Mr. John T. Ray, of the board of di- 
rectors of the Illinois Pupils’ Reading Circle. 
Mr. Ray gave an interesting accennt of the 


Circle and the good work that it was ac- | sistants nor to interfere with nor criticise local 


by the class-study department of the Univer- 
sity Extension division of the University of 
Chicago. : 

The formation of this department has been 
under discussion for some time, and has 
just been definitely decided upon by President 
Harper, of the University of Chicago. Accord- 
ing to the rules of the department each course 
must consist of at least 12 lessons of two hours 
each. The following topics are suggested fora 
possible course, in order to make the plan clear 

**y. Library extension. 2. Library training. 
3. Home libraries. 4. Travelling libraries 
5s. Libraries and schools. 6. Libraries and 
clubs. 7. Bookbuying. 8. Bookbinding. 9- 
12. Use of reference-books; or, Administrative 
principles. 

‘* The class-study department of University 
Extension is best suited to this work, because 
it will form a class if six people desire it and 
will support it, and the subject is too new to 
justify support in a popular lecture course. Fi- 
nancial support means that each pupil shall pay 
$6 for the course of 12 lessons, and that the 
class, if outside of Chicago, shall pay the teach- 
er’s travelling expenses. The plan has been 
proposed to several towns, and each answer 
expressed interest and gave assurance that it 
was needed, and one city has guaranteed two 
classes or more and wishes the work to begin 
atonce. The library is not to train library as- 


ahi at 
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libraries, but rather to furnish information in 
regard to the work of a comparatively new pro- 
fession — information which may help people 








in their studies or which may incline them t 
helptheirlocallibrary. Students wil! probabl 
be drawn from women's clubs, teachers, and 
high school pupils. It is to be the means of 


giving the people information in regard to the 


scope of library work and the use of libraries 
without touching technical details.’ 


The report was accepted, and the thanks of 
the association extended to Miss Sharp for giv- 
ing her time and energy to this work. 
Mr. Willcox followed with a most 
prehensive paper on the ‘Illinois 


com- 
state li- 





brary law, and what amendments to the same 
have been suggested by the experience of 2 
years. Mr. Willc framed the original state 
law, and consequently was well qualified to 
discuss the question in hand. The library law 


passed | re of I 


10is in 18 
the first library law placed on the 
statute-book of any state in the Union — the 
pioneer and model of many library laws adopted 
by other states since 





yy the legis! 


tree public 





was 





Mr. Willcox considered the six important 
points which the law socarefully and wisely 
provides for, viz.: 1. Where shall we lodge 
the power of initiative in starting a public li- 


brarv: in the voters of the city 


at a general 
election or inthe city council? 2. Shallthetax 
be mandatory or permissive? 3. Shall the li- 
brary board have exclusive control of library 
funds? e4. Of how many members should the 
library board consist? 5. How shall the 


election orappointment of the nine members of 
the library board be made? 6. Whenshallt 
library year end ? 


He said that in his of 


inion the Illinois 


could be amended to advantage in two particu- 
lars only: 1. By restoring to library boards ab- 
solute control over library funds. 2. By al- 
lowing more time in which to prepare the 
annual report — perhaps by making the year 


end with the calendar year, Dec 

There w a ugh 
points brought out by Mr. Willcox by many of 
the librarians, an seemed to | 
sensus of opinion favorable to the amendments 
suggested by him and of these only. The fur- 
ther consideration of this matter was left tothe 
committee of i 
mission. 

At the opening session the paper of Mr. H. 
W. Milligan on the * Relations of a college li- 
brary to the student” was read by Mr. Bick 
nell, of Champaign. 

After transacting a little business the meet- 
ing adjourned for the social side of the session, 
and a pleasant two hours were spent enjoying 
the hospitality of Miss Sharp and the young 
ladies of the department of library ec: y 
of the Institute, renewing old acquaintances 
and making newones. At the morning session 
the colors of the association 
white and purple 


3I 


As thor discussion of the 


d there ve acon- 





seven aj ted on the state com- 


poin 


non 


were chosen — 


The regular annual meeting of the associa- 
tion will be held Wednesday, Jan. 20, 1807, at 
Springfield. EvvaA L. Moore, Secretary ° 
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Ur c lavctte 

ret , y iver» Miss M. E. Ahe 

Library Burez 125 Franklin street, Cl f 

Ir was d ‘ ita eeting of the ex tive 
board of the ! l ary A ation, last 
October, to make 4 ¢ the 
associat nthis yeara t aT M t 
give the larger | f e time t st t 
in mode I y j ! tion 
} In acc ance \ th viev ger nt 
were made with Miss Corne M the 

lepartment of library econot f Art rir 

Stitute, Chicas for a serie i ‘ s along 
thes nes The ary it te w W " 
vertised throug]! t the c ! when it 
opened on 7 I g, D there 
was an attend r er more or 
less actively eng ] work rhis 
being the first library ir t record, ther 
was some curiosity ast \ ‘ 1 bed r 

After a few remarks y the resident, R. I 
Kautz, and the ecretary’s re rt he first 
work, Ordering and accessioning was be 
gun by Miss Marvin She said the select 

f books was a matter to be leftal t entirely 
to the librariar It is important that the | 
lic be given a chance to suggest book s it 
will give them a sort of proprietary interest 
the library and lead t heerful er t 
Different blanks and other means of securing 
suggestions were then ex] ned. The propor- 
tion of classes « I he hn > & r t A. I \ 
primer were explained and / Librari 
was recommended, tl gt needs might 
modify it. Buy books often ! antitic 
let the public have books while they are fres} 
and new: buy we nd ks. as 
cheaper in the er ertise by bullet 
boards and in the local papers the rit f 
new books Buy from one agent, w Ww 
grow to lool t for the interest f the 

brary. Write the order plainly, giving the 
t , author, and publisher nd if pos é 
price. 

As to accessioning, the :s ker said that 
after the book had been paid for and re ed 
it was not properly part of the libra nt t 
had been acces ned P er ept, the 
cession book was a record f all 1 ks that 
had ever come into the library, t k and 
the one showing books hdrawn being 
record of the books the shelves She ged 
the importance of putting the acce nt 
ber safel the book where it « not be 
destroyed. She discussed at some le th the 
technical part of the work. the ar gement of 
the b« ks, the pr per labelling of the volume 
method of cutting the leaves, markir nd s 
fortt Members of the inst te were f 
nished with prepared samples of suggested 
forms for every part of the work of the inst 
tute. 

This was followed t discus n to the 
method of ordering serials and period Is i 
what onesto have. It was conceded, to start 
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with, that most medium-sized libraries would 
have from $100 to $150 a year to spend in 
periodical literature 

The question was, what would this money 
buy? Nearly everybody present took part in 
this discussion, and after an hour's delibera- 
tion the list recommended was as follows 
Atlantic, Harper, Century, Scribner, Harper’ 
Round Table, Youth's Companion, St. Nicholas, 
Arena, Forum, North American Review, Review 
of Reviews, Harper's Weekly, Outlook, McClure's, 
London Graphic, Modern Art, Nineteenth Cen- 
tury, Blackwood'’s Edinburgh Magazine, Critic, 
Dial, Nation, Publishers’ Weekly, Aindergarten 
Magazine, Popular Science Monthly, Scientific 
American, Engineering, Art Amateur, life, 
Outing, Ladies’ Home Journal. The list price 
of this combination of periodicals was found to 
be $119.25, which, with the discount allowed 
by the publishers to the public libraries, would 
amouat to about $100. 

The afternoon session was fully occupied 
with a discussion of methods of classification 
and cataloging, Miss Marvin closely following 
the line of instruction in these matters as prac- 
tised in the library schools. The general 
principles of classification were brought out, 
fixed and relative location dwelt upon, and the 
D.C. and E. C. explained and compared. Each 
was illustrated by many examples, and general 
directions as to the study of and adaptation 
were given, 

The card catalog in its simplest form was 
taken up and general rules and principles 
mentioned. The various cases and cards were 
spoken of and suggestions given to beginners 
as to catalog literature and library handwriting. 
Following this was practical work of cataloging 
one book which required all of the generally 
used cards and forms. 

Tuesday evening the members of the Insti- 
tute and their friends met Miss Catherine 
Merrill in the parlor of the Denison and listened 
to a highly enjoyable paper by her on ‘‘ The 
art of criticism.” It was the treat of the 
whole meeting to the librarians. After a long 
life of studyin the field of literature, Miss 
Merrill gives a sweetly gracious but strong in- 
spiration to those who hear her to follow in 
the beautiful path along which she has gone 
and which no doubt has helped to make her 
the gentle, refined, helpful but strong character 
whom every one that knows her loves. 

Wednesday's session opened with an in- 
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| the value of statistics which might be gathered 


here. Two systems, one adapted to a small 
public library and one to a college library, 
were explained in detail and illustrated by 
samples. 

The speaker urged all librarians to collect 
samples and study methods of the libraries 
about them in this as well as in other depart- 
ments. 

The work on binding and repair consisted 
of a brief talk on binding materials, lettering 
and the process of sending books to the binder 


| also considering the library preparation and 


treatment of the books when returned. 

Wednesday afternoon's program had beer 
arranged for the interest of those not engaged 
in specially technical ‘ibrary work. A large 
number of school people and club members 
were present. 

A. V. Babine, librarian of Indiana Univer- 
sity, read one of the most interesting papers 
of the session onthe problems and possibili- 
ties of a college library. While, perhaps, the 
subject was an old one, it was presented in an 
interestingly fresh way by Mr. Babine’s subtle 
but mild sarcasm, levelled at the well-known 
weaknesses of library architecture, administra- 
tion, and purposes. Among other things he 
said: ‘‘In the problems of a college library 
that of having a suitable building is the fore- 


|} most. The plan of the building should be ap- 


| reading, ‘ Library hall—date. 


proved by one or more (better more) practi- 
cal librarians. It is easier to enumerate the 
requisites of a library building thanto find a 
library possessing them. Oftentimes a build- 
ing is erected by one who never made a study 
of library architecture, but who, with infatuat- 
ed pride, fills the landscape with towers and 
turrets, arches and curvings, gargoyles and 
dragons, who throws in the floors and sumpt- 
ously clumsy fireplaces, who calls a building 
fireproof with a heating plant in the base- 
ment, and who puts a plate over the entrance, 

A college library is next to useless without a 
good dictionary catalog, fully representing the 
contents of the stacks, but this catalog should 
not take the place cf indexes to individual 
books. The staff of a college library must 
possess many qualifications, but above all, 
familiarity with foreign languages. Improve- 
ments in spelling foreign languages ought not 


| be indulged in, and least of all before their 


creased attendance and interest. The first | 


topic taken up was that of the shelf department. 
The work here followed closely the topics given 
in the outline under 025.8 in the D.C. The 
Cutter author numbers were explained, and care 
of maps, clippings, pamphlets, etc., treated. 
The shelf list in various forms was discussed 
and the manner of taking inventory described. 
Some time was given to the care and catalog- 
ing of government documents and every libra- 
rian was urged to study the reports and indexes 
relating tothem. The subject of charging was 
first presented ina general way, mentioning the 
importance of good service in this department, 
the chief points of good charging systems, and 





grammars are mastered cr before titles are cut 
down with due respect for sense and meaning. 
The importance of the staff's service and its 
right to an independent existence must be rec- 
ognized by the college authorities. A college 
library ought to be, to an extent, a library 
school. It should not refuse to give instruc- 
tion in detail of library work. The bibliog- 
raphical equipment of acollege library should 
fully satisfy its own practical needs and serve 
as a sample collection for those interested in 
library work. Mr. Rabine closed his address 
with a stirring appeal to men of means for the 
endowment and equipment of a college library 
in Indiana that shall redeem the lack of munifi- 
cence now existing along that line. 
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Mr. Babine was followed by Miss Merica 
Hoagland, president of the Indiana Uni 
Literary Clubs, who gave an interesting 
suggestive on the way in which cl 
might aid in the establishment of libraries and 
on the strengthening of their influence an 
helpfulness after they were established. 

rhis paper was followed by the presentati 
of the outline of a library bill proposed by the 
teachers’ committee, to be presented to the 
next legislature. It was given by Supt. Goss, 
of Indianapolis, and provoked much d 
sion. It seemed to subordinate the library 
of the question in relation to the school 
side too much to meet the wants and 
of many present. Rutherford P. Hayes was 
next introduced the association, and ex- 
pressed the opinion that it was a better plan 
to divorce the library management from the 
schools. Library committees should be sepa- 


free from school 





talk 


n 


iscus- 


side 


wishes 


to 











rate bodies, 
vision. He then spoke of the plans and pur- 
poses ofthe A. L. A. and red an 
in it by those present. He gave account of 
library commissions and their work, particular- 
The expression of 
opinion at the close of the session showe¢ 
his view ibrary management more 
favored than that presented by the teachers. 

Wednesday the 
given the librarians and their frien¢ yt 
Bowen-Merrill Co. in the Commercial Cl 
parlors. Mr. Hayes, Miss Hoagland, and Miss 
Marvin were the guests of honor. Refresh- 
ments were served and a delightful company 
lingered till a late hour. 

The session was < 


authorities’ super- 





urg interest 


an 
ly of the Ohio commission. 
1 that 


of 


was 


reception 


Is | 


night usual 





er | hn 


ned Thursday morning 
by Miss Marvin on reference work. This was 
a general talk on the objects and methods of ref- 
erence work. The fact that the books were t 
be brought to the readers, as well as the readers 
to the books was emphasized. Work with 
dividuals, clubs, factories, etc., 


ra) 
p 


in 


schools, was 





dwelt upon. Reference-books and such aids 
as indexes and guides were mentioned. Valu- 
able library bulletins and reference lists were 


exhibited and the manner of compiling these 
explained. The arguments for and against 
access to shelves were briefly stated and a gen- 


eral discussion followed. 

In library literature, periodicals, handbooks, 
catalogs, reports, etc., of speci alue to li- 
brarians were and ited. The 
importance ofa librarian keeping in touch with 
all the literature of his profession was urged. 

This finished the practical work of the in- 
stitute to the eminent lin at- 





al 








described exni 


satisfaction of all 
tendance, the only regret expresse@ being in 
regard tothe limited time ofthe meetings. An 
urgent request was made for a longer session 


at another time. A vote of thanks was given 


to the libraries of Ft. Wayne, Indianapolis, 
Evansville, Terre Haute, and Franklin Col- 
lege, to the Bowen-Merrill Co. and Library 


Bureau 

The officers elected for the vear 
beth D. Swan, of Purdue Univ., ¢ 
S. Leach, Kokomo, vice-president ; 
Ahern, secretary and treasurer. 


Eliza- 
lent; T 


M. E. 


are 


resi 
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[OWA LIBRARY C/IET}) 

Presider T. W. Rich, State University I 
brar Iowa City. 

Crry Miss Ella McLoney Put I 
brary, Des Moines 

Pr " E. W. Hall, Coll University 
Water 

far Miss H.C. Fernald, State ¢ ege 
Orono 

7? rer: Prof, ¢ r. Little, Bowdoin Col 

lege, Brunswick 
MA j 4R} 

President: Herbert t Put Library 
Boston. 

Secretars W: H. Tillinghast, Harvard Col 
lege Library, Cambridge. 

Treasure Miss A. L. Sargent, Public | 
brary, Medford. 

THE « tive mmittee have decided not 
to resume the prey tior f tl Lists of 
selected fictior After the I f cor 
t Anee is referred to them at the st meet 
ing of the « the mittee sent I 
the 600 persons wil had received the lists 
asking earnestly for replies t t ries about 
the real pract val f the lists From the 
replies received —about 23 it peared 
that, while the lists were highly praised, the 
former method of publication, though preferred 
by a majority, « not be « tinue The 
lists were found to be practi y useful to 
limited class of braries scattered ver the 
whole country. The committee, therefore, re 
solved not to assume for the club the expens ¢ 
and burden of this work by their own author 
ity, but to report their conclusions in detail at 
a club meeting. 

The next meeting of the club w e held at 
Hartford, Ct., on Febru: at the union 
meeting of New England associations, under 
the auspices of the Connecticut Library Ass 
ciation. Wm. H. TI11 retar} 

MICHIGAN Li AR} J N 

President H: M. Utley, Public Library 
Detroit. 

Secretars Mrs. A. F. Parsons, Public Li- 
brary, Bay City. 

7> urer Miss Lucy Ball, Pul Library 
Grand Rapids. 

VINNE 7 LIBRARY ON 
W: W. Folwell, State U1 er 
I 
Secretary ay ls urery: Miss Gratia Coun 


tryman, Public Library, Minneapolis. 


Tue Minnesota Library Association held its 
fifth annual meeting on Tuesday, Dec. : it 
St. Paul and Minneapolis. A strong attempt 
had previously been made to make this year's 
meeting an especially large and profitable one 
and the results were not disappointing The 
state educational association, which met it 
St. Paul on the same date, set aside one session 

| of its meetings for the discussion of library 
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matters. The program for this session was 
planned by the library association, and was a 
joint meeting of the two associations. This 
seems to bea good beginning toward establish- 
ing friendly relations throughout the state be- 
tween schools and libraries. Itwillat any rate 
go to prove that the two branches of educa- 
tional work are aiming toward the same re- 
sults, a point of view which people in Minne- 
sota have notalways been quick to take. 

The papers read before the joint meeting 
were as follows: ‘‘ Library economy in the 
college curriculum,” by Miss Lettie Crafts, as- 
sistant librarian of the state university; ‘‘ Cor- 
relation of the library and school,” by Dr. J. 
K. Hosmer, librarian of the Minneapolis Public 
Library; ‘‘ Minnesota district school libraries,” 
by Mr. W. W. Pendergast, State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction. Allof these papers were 
listened to with interest, and went far to iden- 
tify the work of the two associations. Miss 
Crafts’s paper pleaded for a chair of bibliog- 
raphy in the college faculty and the system- 
atic training of students in using a library. 
She also pleaded for a course in the summer 
school, which should give the teachers an op- 


| casts which has recently been placed in the 


portunity of learning something of library | 


economy. The growing high school libraries 
and district libraries almost demand that the 
teachers should have at least an elementary 
knowledge of library science. 

The afternoon session, held in the Minne- 
apolis Public Library, was a very interesting 
one. Over 35 members were present, repre- 
senting the libraries of St. Paul, Minneapolis, 
State University, Duluth, St. Cloud, Mankato, 
Rochester, Red Wing, Anoka, and Stillwater. 
The president, Dr. W. W. Folwell, was absent, 
and Dr. J. K. Hosmer, of Minneapolis, pre- 
sided. The papers were uniformly good and 


building. And so closed the best meeting 
which the association has ever held. 
GraTIA A. COUNTRYMAN, Secretary. 
NEBRASKA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

President: W. E. Jillson, Doane College, 
Crete. 

Secretary: Miss Mary L. Jones, State Univer- 
sity, Lincoln. 

Treasurer: Mrs. M. E. Abell, Public Li- 
brary, Beatrice. 

Tue Nebraska Library Association held its 
second annua! meeting in the library building 
the state university on the afternoon of Dec. 
31, from 2to 4 o'clock. The association is an 
auxiliary of the state teachers’ association, 
and was held in connection with the annual 
meeting of that body. The session proved 
exceedingly interesting. It was given up al- 
most wholly to the discussion of travelling 
libraries, and suggestions for instituting this 
system in the state. 

The subject was brought before the associa- 
tion in a paper by Miss Edna D. Bullock, for- 
merly of the state library, who discussed at 
length the New York system of travelling li- 
braries, and told of the success of the plan 
there and in other states where it has been 
adopted. She set forth the scope, purposes, 
practical workings, and cost of a state system 
of travelling libraries, and urged that the mat- 
ter be given serious attention in Nebraska. 

President D. A. Campbell, of the state li- 
brary, then called for a full discussion of the 
subject, and suggestions as to the best means 


| of bringing the matter before the legislature. 
| Members of the Federation of Women’s Clubs 


on live topics, the work with the children, per- | 


haps, receiving more attention than any other 
one subject. The reports from the various 
town libraries showed great progress through 
the past year, and left one with the impression 
that the Minnesota library spirit is greatly 
awakened. 

The evening session found 45 present. The 
chief paper of the evening was by Miss M. J. 
Evans, of Carleton College, Northfield. She 
spoke on the subject of ‘‘ How best to render 
the college student familiar with the college li- 
brary.” Her remarks were especially helpful 
to college librarians, and set forth particularly 
the field of usefulness which is open to college 
libraries, but every librarian present felt that 


were present, and as pioneers who have begun 
a system of travelling libraries on a small 
scale promised all possible aid to the move- 
ment for a state system. 

A communication from the university re- 
gents, promising hearty support of the meas- 
ure, was read by the secretary, Mary L. Jones. 
Chancellor MacLean then spoke, heartily favor- 
ing the travelling library. He said he had 


| done all he could to help formulate and pass a 
| travelling library bill in Minnesota. Such li- 


her own horizon had been enlarged, and that | 
| extension, which is only beginning in Nebraska. 


many of the suggestions were applicable to 
her own case. 

Miss Countryman followed with a paper on 
the need of a state library commission, and 
gave briefly some facts in regard to the bill 
which is to be introduced this winter in the 
state legislature. 

Then followed a pleasant social session, made 
pleasanter by ice-cream and cake. The gal- 
leries of the library had been lighted, and the 
association was taken through the building tc 


see the picture gallery and the collection of | vored travelling libraries, and thought a bill 


braries, he thought, fostered the growth of the 
true public libraries, not libraries endowed by 
private munificence but maintained by the 
State as truly educational institutions for the 
uplifting of its people. He suggested that a 
travelling library system should have a close 
connection with the state educational system. 
It should act as an aid in the work of university 


The travelling library could reach places where 
the university extension course could not— 
could give university extension work down to 
the fingers and toes, as it were, of this state of 
magnificent distances." He spoke of the enthu- 
siastic support of the regents and faculty for 


| this measure, and gave some information as 


to the nature of the bill presented to the Min- 
nesota legislature. 
Prof. W. E. Jillson, of Doane College, fa- 
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should be modelled to suit local conditions. 


Nebraska needs such libraries much more than 
a thickly-settled state like New York, 
they have proved so useful. 

he association then voted to present a 
memorial to the coming legislature on the sub- 
ject, and to work for the adoption of a bill mak- 
ing a beginning of a travelling library system 
in the state. 

Mr. Campbell read a very interesting article 
in the Chicago Zimes-Herald, Dec. 26, about 
the travelling libraries started by Senator Stout, 
and later by Mr. Witter, in two localities of 


where 





Wisconsin. The hunger of the people for 
books, their careful and constant use of them, 


were illustrated there and made an almost 
pathetic plea for the plan which has given 
them so much pleasure. 

Officers of the association were elected for 
the coming year as follows President, Prof. 
we Be | Doane College; first vice- 
president, Miss Edna D. Bullock; second vice- 
president, Miss Carrie Dennis; secretary, Miss 
Mary L. Jones; treasurer, Mrs. M. E. Abell, of 
Seatrice. 

Provision was made 
library law and a list of 
State published, in order 
the subject of libraries. 


Jillson, of 


for having the state 
the libraries of the 


to interest people in 
NEW HAMPSHIRE LIBRARY A OCIA TION. 
W. W. Bailey, Nashua. 


President: 


Corresponding Secretary Miss Grace Blan- 
chard, Public Library, Concord. 
Librarian and Treasurer: Miss A. M. Col- 
by, Public Library, Concord. 
NEW FERSEVY LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
President John B. Thompson, Trenton, 


Secretary: Miss Beatrice Winser, Public 

brary, Newark. 
Treasurer: Miss 

Library, Plainfield. 





Emma L. Adams, 


NEW YORK LIBRARY A 


sdent: A. L. Peck, 


SOCIATION 


Pr Public Li 


t rary, 


Gloversville. 

Secretary: W: R. Eastman, State Library, 
Albany. 

Treasurer J]. N. Wing, Chas. Scribner's 
Sons, 153 Fifth avenue, New York City. 
JOINT MEETING WITH THE N., Y. LIBRARY CLUB.* 





THE annual joint meeting of the New York 
State Library Association and the New, York 
Library Club was held this year on January 14, 
in Brooklyn, at the invitation of the Brooklyn 
Public Library Association. The meeting was 
an all-day, and for that matter almost an all- 
night, affair; the morning and afternoon ses- 
sions being held in the Art Building, on Monta- 
gue street, and @ public meeting in the evening 
atthe Academy of Music, having been arranged 
to awaken public interest in the matter of 





*This report is 
notes taken during 


largely prepared from the excellent 
Miss J. A t 


the meeting by Rathbone 


secretary of the N. Y. Library Club. | them two, three, and fourtimes. In 
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establishing a free public library for Bro 
Phe Clarendon Hotel was the 


isiting librarians, 


headquarters ot 
here tt 


} annual 
erved, in more abbrev 





th 





dinner was s lated fashion 
than former years, when this prand al gath- 
ering has ed tl social finish of the con- 
ference lhere was a large attendance from 
tof tow " B klyn and New York also 
made e showing, nearly 200 per- 
sons | uring most of the day. 
Ihe meeting was called to order at 10:20 
a.m., Mr Cc Alex Nelson acting a chair 
man in the absence of Mr. Larned, who was 
unable to attend on account of the impor- 
tant business now pending in Buffalo regarding 
the change f the Butfa Library trom a sult 
scription st n to a free public library 
Mr. Nelson in a few words we med the asso 
ciations to Hro yn, which he said had often 
een called the sleeping umber of New York, 
and which perha erited this designation, 
at least so far as regarded public libraries. 
Nevertheless, though Brooklyn could not boast 
a publi ibrary it ssessed its full quota of 


free libraries, in the Union for Christian Work 
ilation of 


brary,andina 


1 its cir 
Institute | 


with its 30,000 volumes ar 





raries, wi through the 
efiorts of the Br klyn Public Library Associ 
ation and the stimulus derived 


from the meet- 
ing it was hoped that it would not be long 
before a free 
the list. 

A moti 
that the 


arried, 


minate 


nw 


astman was 





I ommittee to n 
officers for the state iation; another moti 
ng a committee of the state 
lation to act with the lub in regard to 
carried, and Mr. Eastman 
president of 


Mr. Dewey, 
the N. E. A., be asked 


chair appoint a ¢ 


assoc on 


appoin two trom 





asso 
resolutions was also 
nded that 


library section of 


recomme 


the 


to speak on the relation between that body and 
the library associations at the ciose of the 
morning's program. 
The regular program was then opened by 
Mr. Eastman, who read an interesting and en- 
| couraging paper on ‘* Library progress in the 


New York. rhe lit 


State of rary record of 
New York City was first noted. The item of 
$63,500 appropriated for four free circulating li- 
braries in the city in January, 1896, had in- 
creased by January 1, 1897 58 %, or to $96,700, 
to be shared by 10 distinct library corporations, 
which if reckoned by branches as well as by 
parent libraries gives a total of 1g libraries 
ficially recognized by the city, and circulating 
in I 1,529,385 v., an increase of 350,000 v. 


intwo years. The first notable impulse to the 
brary movement in the state was given by the 


liversity law of 1892, the 








nts oft 


7 salient poi 
I iewed by Mr. Eastman, 


rey 


which were briefly 

by which public libraries are fully recog 
nized as institutions of higher e on and 
the promotion of their interests is a duty 





of the regents of the univ Under 
law for five years $25,000 a 
propriated for the libraries of the 
lifferent libraries have received a 


ersity. 
year has been ap- 


State and IOI 


ess than 
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five years 106 public libraries were chartered | trash. Charles Dudley Warner once asked, 


by the university, 22 were admitted as uni- 
versity institutions, 41 were registered as 
maintaining a proper standard, and 17 were 
organized under general laws, six of which 
were subsequently admitted and five registered 
by the university. 

In 1896 the state university received the re- 
ports of 807 libraries, containing 4,654,961 v., 


When do the leisure classes read, and answered 
that it was not in winter, for then the demands 
of society were to be met; nor in summer, for 
then time must be given to recreation. Even 
yet people do not read the great books of the 


| world, a statement strikingly illustrated bythe 


fact that Mr. Jones had found it impossible to 


| get 25 copies of Milton, or Spenser, or Dante 


and circulating 5,008,402v. In tree circulating | 


libraries alone the increase has been from 238 
in 1893 to 351, a growth of 113 or 47% in three 
years ; these now contain 1,313,299 Vv. and cir- 
culated in 1896 2,933,628 v. ‘* [nese figures 
mean that, on an average, there were 10,750 
books issued every day in the year from the free 
libraries, where three years ago there were only 
6260 books a day, and that an increase of 2150 
a day belongs to the last year."” Asaninstance 
the case of the Utica Public Library was cited, 
which three years ago reported a circulation of 
about 158 a day, ani which now has an aver- 
age circulation of 600 a day and a frequent 
issue of 1000 a day. 

he new buildings acquired by libraries in 
the course of the past four years were briefly 
eviewed, aad 36 new and costly structures 
were noted, while a brief summary was given 
of the many new libraries established all over 
the state. 

he travelling libraries conducted by the 
State were described, and statistics of their 
use were given. There are now in use 234 
sets of the 28 general and nine subject libraries; 
768 libraries have been sent out on 524 applica- 
tions, and the reported circulation has been 


55,393 


in the book-stores of Philadelphia. He doubted 
if in all the book-stores of a city of 1,000,000 in- 
habitants there could be found 25 copies of 
** Paradise lost” or of Dante; and twice, in 
Chicago and New York, he had cleared the 
market of copies of Dante. He spoke vigor- 
ously of the need of a higher general standard 
of culture, and of the work done toward that end 
by the literature clubs under direction of the 
regents, who were prepared to furnish courses 
designed not only for teachers and pupils of 
literature, but for all who desired them. He 
mentioned several of the courses now in prep- 
aration or already organized, and urged the co- 
operation of local libraries in the work. The 
books for the courses would, if desired, be 


| made a part of the travelling libraries sent to 


Mr. Eastman touched upon the increasing | 


frequency with which requests for advice and 
assistance are sent to the library training 
schools from local libraries and organizations, 
on the growing thoroughness and extension of 
the library school courses, and on the wide sig- 
nificance of the recent establishment of a li- 
brary section in the National Educational As- 
sociation, and of the development of library 
associations. ‘‘ All these are multiplying signs 
of the force of the library movement. They 
point to a growing demand for books of the 
better sort, not for entertainment merely, nor 
for excitement, but for information and inspira- 
tion.” Mr. Nelson added to Mr. Eastman’s 
interesting report the information that a new 
subscription library of 200 members had been 
opened only the day before this meeting by the 
Woman's Fortnightly Club in the 26th ward of 
Brooklyn. 

The following committees were then an- 
nounced: on nominations, A. L. Peck, M. S. 
Cutler, W. S. Sickley; on resolutions, G. H. 
Baker, W. R. Eastman, 

Mr. Richard Jones, Regents literature in- 
spector, then delivered an address on “‘ Litera- 
ture clubs," and the way in which their work 
has been promoted through the university. 
The matter of improving public taste in read- 
ing is one of vital importance. To the question, 
What do people read? there can be but one 
answer—trash, weak trash, not to say vile 





communities desiring them. He quoted Wood- 
row Wilson on the value of ‘‘ mere literature,” 
and earnestly urged theclaims of the literature 
of power, as more needed than the literature of 
information. 

The next feature of the program was a sym- 
posium on ‘‘ What should librarians read ?” by 
G. H. Baker, W. A. Bardwell, A. E. Bostwick, 
and Wilberforce Eames. Mr. Baker opened 
the discussion by saying that if he or his col- 
leagues had intended to impress librarians 
with the things they ought to read, but do not, 
that portion of their talk might be omitted, in 
view of Mr. Jones’s address. The librarian of 
a modern library, large or small, has so many 
demands upon time and thought that any sys- 
tematic attempt to read is almost impossible, 
except out of business hours. Librarians gen- 
erally must find time to glance at books to see 
what is to be done with them for practical 
purposes. There was no time when so many 
demands were made upon the librarian, when 
the professional standard was so high as at 
present. The librarian should be intelligent, 
widely read, and thoroughly informed, and with 
this greater need there was a smaller possibility 
of meeting it. Some substitutes were suggested 
by which the librarian might, in a measure, 
supply the want of time or opportunity to accom- 
plish the reading so necessary in his work: first, 
adequate, intelligent preparation for his work 
beforehand ; second, an organized systematic 
attempt to utilize others’ reading. Inauniver- 
sity library it is comparatively easy to enlist 
the help of specialists on different subjects in 
passing on the literature of their subjects for 
the librarian’s information, and even in public 
libraries it should be easy to find menand wom- 
en with specific literary taste and knowledge 
who will help him in this way. Some system- 
atic effort should be made by the librarian to 
gather around him peopie who can counsel him 
on the selection of books and on whose judg- 
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ment and taste he can rely. But the librarian 
cannot get this information at second hand un 
less he has some capital of his own to start 
with. He should cultivate the power of im- 
bibing briefly a notion of the contents and 

| 


character of a book on almost any subject, o 
obtaining an amount of varied if superficial 
knowledge on most subjects ; but with this he 
should know some one thing thoroughly, that 


he may keep in touch with the methods used 
by students in their investigations and with 
the needs of investigators as a whole. Mr. 
Baker closed with a plea for recreative read- 


ing, often the only kind of reading for which 


the librarian is fit, after the stress of his 
mental work, and recommended a thorough 


acquaintance with the daily papers and with 
the history of our own time as revealed by 
them. 

Mr. Bardwell's contribution tothe symposium 
was read by his son. It divided the librarian’s 
reading into two divisions— official and un- 
official; the former consisting of the necessary 
book lists, reviews, catalogs, etc., the latter of 
the general literature that is hardly less im- 
portant. He urged the utilization of odd min- 
utes, the time spent in going to and from 
luncheon, and especially the time spent in 
travelling on street cars, and said that a book 
read but for a short time at frequent intervals 
was better remembered than one read con- 
tinuously. Mr. Bostwick’s paper dealt espe- 
cially with reviews as a substitute for reading 
by the librarian, and pointed out the fact that 
modern reviews were written for the critic or 
for the general reader, but not for the libra- 


rian, Whata librarian wants to know about a 
book is: 1, to what class of readers does it ap- | 
peal? 2, willthat class seek for it, or will it be 


t 
desired only by a few? 3, does it contain any- 
thing objectionable, morally, politically, or from 
a religious standpoint? 4, what are its literary 
merits ? and 5, how much reliance can be placed 
upon its facts? None of these questions are 
answered in the ordinary book notices, and the 
only way in which they may be solved is by the 
reviewing of books for librarians by librarians 
Signed were, from the librarian’s 
standpoint, far preferable to unsigned reviews. 
He believed that every book in a library should 
have passed through the librarian’s hands. 
Mr. Eamesconcluded the discussion with some 
notes on the necessity of keeping informed in 
the various classes of literature. What a li- 
brarian should read depends largely upon the 
kind of a library under his care, but the thing 
of first importance is to keep in touch with li- 
brary methods and developments. He recom- 
mended that the reading of books in the various 
departments of literature be divided among 
heads of departments, and he said that one of 
the duties of the librarian was the preparation 
of a course of reading for his assistants, to be 
followed at home. 
Miss Cutler and Mr 
endorse Mr. Baker's suggestion that 
various subjects be ‘‘farmed out” for critical 
reading by specialists, whose work would thus 
materially lighten the duties of the librarian. | 


lici 
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reviews 


Richardson both rose to 


books on 
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Mr. Dewey took ther ew of the matter 
He sa that libra s ought to take their 
own me ne and had no more right to ex 
pect t heir personal reading in office 
hours tha id the cashier of a bank or an en 
gineer s were paid better salaries, 
given shorter hours and longer vacations be- 
cause their work was being recognized as pr 
} fessional. That meant that they should take 
time for preparation, not only before entering 
their profession but daily while carrying it on. 
When librarians were appointed as mere cus- 
todians of books at trifling salaries they might 
do their reading and study in official hours, 
but now the put demanded their time as 
rigorously as it d the expert dentist, 
who would lose his pat if, while being paid 
$6 an hour, he should sit down to read the 
latest work on dentistry. The librarian who 
contented himself with passing on to readers 
only second-hand information without him- 
self knowing thoroughly at least some of the 
great literary masterpieces was making himself 
merely a water-spoutinstead of afountain. It 
is his business to urge on the public the read 


s 


ing of the best books, and he has just as much 
leisure and strength for such reading out of 


office hours as has the merchant or profes 
sional man who is subjected probably to greater 
nervous strain. The physician notoriously vio- 
lates the rules of health prescribed for his pa- 
tient and the lawyer is the most ingenious and 
persistent violator of the statutes, but the ideal 
librarian cannot preach the reading of the 


literature of power to the rest of the world and 


in his practice neglect it for himself 


Mr. Cutter agreed with Mr. Dewey that li- 
brarians should know everything, but unfortu- 
nately they did not possess Io or a dozen con- 
temporaneous lives. He would not advise any 
one to try to read all the books in arts and 


and he thought that too 
cpected of librarians in 


sciences, for instance 


much should not be « 
that respect. 


Mr. Dewey then spoke briefly on the relation 


that should exist between the library associa- 
| tions and the National Educational Association, 
and of the good that co-operation between the 
two could accomplish. On motion of Mr. East- 
man it was ‘‘ Voted, that this meeting requests 
the executive boards of the New York Library 
Association and the New York Library Club to 
secure, if possible, a representation of their 
respective bodies of not less than five delegates 
at the annual meeting of the National Educa- 


tional Association at Milwaukee in July, 1897.” 

The election of officers for 1897 was next in 
order, and resulted follows: President, A. 
L. Peck, Public Library; Vice 
presidents Bardwell, Brooklyn Put 
Library, G. Baldwin, Teachers 
College, New York; Secretary, W. R. East 
man, State Library, Albany; Treasurer, ]. N 
Wing, Charles Scribner's New York 
The meeting then adjourned. 

The afternoon session opened at 2:30, with 
the presentation of the amendment to article 
6 of the constitution, discussed at the last meet 
ing, which, on motion of Mr. Eastman, was 
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adopted. Thearticleasamended reads: ‘‘There 


shall be regular meetings of the club on the | 


second Thursday of each October, November, 
January, March,and May,” the February meet- 
ing being omitted and the first meeting occur- 
ring in October instead of November. The 
following new members were then admitted: 
J. T. Gerald, General Theological Seminary; 
Miss Jessie Hume, Long Island City; Miss 
Irma Blake, 4 W. gtst street, New York; Miss 
Gertrude A. Brewster, Lenox Library. 

rhe meeting then entered upon the discus- 
sion and criticism of the best books of 1896, to 
which the rest of the afternoon was devoted. 
rhis exercise was modelled upon the A. L. A. 
catalog supplement session at Cleveland, and 


and others, Guerber’s ‘‘ Legends of the Ma- 
donna and Christ,” and ‘‘Church unity,” by 
Shields and others, might be omitted; while 
additions might include Argyle’s ‘* Philoso- 
phy of belief,” the author's masterpiece; 
Fisher's ‘‘ History of Christian doctrine,” of 
first importance; Speer's ‘‘Study of the man 
Christ Jesus,” Byington's ‘‘ Puritan in England 
and New England,” Strong's ‘‘ Christian eth- 
ics,” and Scott's ‘‘ Origin and development of 
the Nicene theology.” 

Natural science and Useful arts were re- 
viewed by T. L. Montgomery, who, as at Cleve- 
land, gave rather short shrift to the ‘* popular” 


| scientific books represented by Trowbridge’s 


like that, proved to be of the greatest interest | 
and usefulness. There can be little doubt that | 


these critical ‘‘ book talks,’ 

by Miss Cutler, have found permanent place in 
library meetings, and that they can in a meas- 
ure solve some of the difficulties of library re- 
viewing, touched upon in the morning’s dis- 
cussion of what librarians should read. A 
classed list of 489 of the leading books of 1896 
had been prepared at the New York State Li- 
brary, and was distributed to those in attend- 
ance at the meeting, while the books in the 
various divisions were presented and com- 
mented upon by various speakers, whose choice, 
however, was not limited to the list, which was 
simply a tentative selection, subject to revision. 
Ihe speaker for each subject or group of sub- 
jects was allowed i0 minutes, except in the 
case of fiction and juvenile books, where 20 
minutes each were given. After afew words of 
introduction by Mr. Eastman, Mr. Peoples pre- 
sented his selection of the reference-books of 
1896, adding to the five titles given in the 
printed list over 30 books of reference pub- 
lished during the year. Among the titles add- 
ed were ‘‘ American book-prices current,” and 
its English congener, ‘* Book-prices current,” 
the ‘‘ American and English cyclopedia of law,’ 
Bowerman’'s ‘‘ Bibliography of religious de- 
nominations in the U. S.,” the ‘‘Commercial 
year-book,” and the ‘‘ Cumulative index,” the 
second catalog of Peabody Institute, Pirrie’s 
** Dictionary of sea terms,” Scott's ‘‘ Book sales 
of 1895,” Taylor's ‘*‘ Names and their histories,” 
and the recent ‘‘Catalogue of government 
documents,” issued by Supt. F. A. Crandall. 

E. C. Richardson, of Princeton University, 
was assigned the books on Philosophyand ethics 
and Religion. In the first division, if any titles 
were to be omitted, he suggested that Bigelow's 


so happily planned | 





| 


‘*Mystery of sleep,’ Horton's ‘‘ On the art of | 


living together,” and Mrs. Whitney's “‘ Friendly 
letters to girl friends,” might be dispensed with, 
and in their place recommended Butler's works 
edited by Gladstone; Titchenor’s ‘‘Outline of 
psychology,” and Weber's ‘‘ History of philos 
ophy,” which was said to be the first choice of all 
books in that class for the year. In religion 
commendati n was given to Abbott's ‘‘ Chris- 
tianity and social progress,"’ Abraham's “‘ Jew- 


ish life in the middle ages,” David's ‘* Buddh.- | 


ism,” and Vincent's ‘‘ Age of Hildebrand” 
‘*The Bible and the child,” by Dean Farrar 





** What is electricity ?"’ and Chambers’s ‘‘ Story 
of the solarsystem.” Among those commended 
were Mrs. Dana's ‘** Piants and their children,” 
Martin's ‘‘ Story of a piece of coal,” and Ma- 
thews's ‘‘ Familiar trees and their leaves,” while 
the list should certainly include Smith’s ‘* Eco- 
nomic entomology,” one of the best scientific 
books of the year. 

Mr. Cutter prefaced his talk on books in Fine 
arts by a few words on the principles to be ob- 
served in buying art-books for public libraries. 
He thought that books that teach technique 
are not the first bo ks to be desired, but that 
it is quite as necessary to have works not of 
information but of inspiration on art themes. 
Of the books listed he mentioned as of special 
value Gardner's ‘‘ Handbook of Greek sculpt- 
ure,”’ Muther’s ‘‘ History of modern painting,” 
Sturgis’s ‘‘ European architecture,’ and Tar- 
bell’s ‘‘History of Greek art”; while the 
selection should also include Berenson’s ‘‘ Flor- 
entine painters of the Renaissance,” Vernon 
Lee's ‘‘ Renaissance fancies and _ studies,” 
Goodyear’s ‘‘History of art,” 5th edition, 
and Evans's ‘‘ Animal symbolism in ecclesias- 
tical architecture.” 

The list of books in Social science included 
35 titles, and the presentation of this division 
was the most valuable feature of the session, 
occupying about half an hour instead of the 10 
minutes assigned. It was reviewed by Prof. 
Franklin H. Giddings, of Columbia University, 
who submitted each book to a brief, authorita- 
tive, and masterful analysis, and added to the 
list a number of important works that should 
be included in any selection on the subject. It 
is impossible to give within necessary limits 
an adequate idea of the value and importance 
of Prof. Giddings’s summary ; only a few of 
the books mentioned may be briefly noted, 
Among those specially commended were “ The 
speaker of the House of Representatives,” by 
M. P. Follett, ‘‘the best book of the year”; 
‘* Problems of modern democracy,” by E. L. 
Godkin; Hobson's ‘‘ Problem of the unem- 
ployed”; Keasebey’s ‘‘ Nicaragua canal and 
the Monroe doctrine”; Le Bon’s ‘‘ The crowd”: 
Lowell's ‘‘Government and parties in conti- 
nental Europe,” ‘‘a great book’; Nicholson's 
** Strikes and social problems”; and ‘‘ America 
and Europe,” by D. A. Wells and others. 
Those considered unnecessary were Flint's 
‘*Socialism,” ‘‘not worth the paper it is 


| printed on”; and McKechrfie’s ‘‘The state 
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ir in 
the use s t 
the list 
of a nat I IN the 
labor laws of the United States, i Chance’s 
‘* Better administration of the poor laws 
Fiction was presented by Miss Helen E. 
Haines, who confessed to having read 43 of the 
81 novels recorded in the printed list, besides 
a number not there included. She had selected 


24 books as representing the best fiction of 
1896, and had divided them intotwo groups — 
first best and second best. The first 
cluded Barrie's ‘‘ Sentimental Tommy 

Noanett,” by F. J. Stimson ** Sir 
Iressady,’’ by Mrs. Humphry Ward 
of Hermiston,” Stevenson's 
‘* The well at the worl 


Georg 


** Weir 


great fragment 


d,”’ William Morris's 





sen 





last work; Frederic’s ‘‘ Damnation of Theron 
Ware” rhe seats of the mighty,” by Gilbert 
Parker; ‘‘The Reds of the by Fe 

Gras,” and four books not given on the printed 
list but that should certainly be incl d 
**Nephelé,” by F. W. Bourdillon ‘A king 
and a < l bers 


few dukes,” by I 
‘*Earth’s enigmas,” by C. ¢ . 
‘* The cat and the cherub,” by Chester Ba 
Fernald. Among the | | 


division were Mrs. Wiggin'’s ‘‘ Marm Lisa 

‘*The exploits of Brigadier Gerard by A, 
Conan Doyk ‘Silk of the kine,” by I! 
McManus; Crawford's ‘‘ Taquisara Kate 


Carnegie,” and three additions to the printe 
( 


list, ‘‘ Quo vadis,” by H. Sienkiewi ‘* Green 


fife,”” by F and Alice Brown's 


iona Macleod, 
short stories Meadowgrass.” Four ks 
were added in a separate group, as hav- 
ing received praise and popularity, but as not 


belonging, in the speaker's opinion, tothe best 
fiction of r896. These were Mark Twain's “‘ Joar 
of Arc,” characterized as out of touch with the 


spirit of the time and people 
lacking historical perspective 
Mary E. Wilkins ;: ‘‘ ry 
F. Marion Crawford ; and ‘‘ Tom Grogan,” by 
F. Hopkinson Smith. In the brief d r 
that followed, ‘‘ Gaston Latour,” Walter Pater’s 
last hovel, was added to the list by Mr. Richard- 
son, and ‘‘ Tom Grogan” found several adhe- 
rents, who dismissed the charge of sensational- 
ism by proving that the story was founded al 
most wholly upon fact 

Literature was reviewed by Miss Mary L. 
Davis, of the Pratt Institute Free Library, 
who gave most attention tothe poetry of the 
year. She divided the books into two cl: 
es—‘‘those we must have,” and those we 
can do without. 


it represented and 


** Madelon,” by 
Adam Johnstone's son,” | 
} 


iscussic 





iss 


Among those specially named 


were Johanna Ambrosius’s poems, ‘‘ W. V. 
her book,” Kipling’s ‘‘Seven seas,” Wat- 
son’s ‘‘ Purple east,” and Paul Lawrence Dun- 
bar’s poems. Suggested additions included 


‘**Magda,” Christina Rossetti’s 
poems, ‘‘Egbert’s Introduction to the study 
of Latin Sharp's 


Celtica 


Suderman’s 


inscriptions,” and 
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Miss Mary W. Plummer reviewed t year's 
| n travel assifying the |t ks t 
ries bevinr Xx WW ipa! a e x 
with France She gave specia praise 1 
Hearn's Kok ccaci's On the t 
of Don O Cheurict Rusti ¢c 
n France and F ng ditior t 
list Skis I Mytt and ot 
wn land the w eciit . Horner's 
Walks Florence Dennic R r 
Arn s ** Persia re ted d Withers’s 
‘Er sh and Dut ns \ i 
BK raphy 1 been assigned to M uw. 3. 
Cutler, w ! ed the $ int wo lists 
first, those ft st aluable t se nd, 
those olatrt re ir nature 4 £ 
best graphies of the year she ! Bar 
rie's Margaret Ox Merse’s Life and 
etters of Oliver Wendell Holme Dr. Hos 
rs ‘‘ Life of Thomas Hut t Lowell's 
Joan of which give Irs. Olay ints 
‘Jeanne d’A f reason for existence 
Sloane’s ‘‘ Napoleor iN ett Family let 
ters Ford's and Wils s ogra es f 
Washington, and John Burroughs Whitmar 
Also notable n this class were Shorter's 
‘Charlotte Bronté,”” Mrs. Fields’s Authors 
and friends Mrs. Clarke's ‘‘ My long life 
‘*Dolly Madisor by Mrs. M. W. G iwit 
Lodge's ‘‘ Riche Romanes’s ‘‘ Life and 
letters and Rae's ‘‘ Sheridan 
History was to have been reviewed |! Mr. 
Larned, in whose absence it was passed over 
and Miss Hewins gave a delightfu n the 
children’s books of 1&8of The year she ] 
had produced no very ¢ 1 book for cl ren 


‘that is, no book we 
L. A. selected list Mrs. Moulton's ‘** Inct 

od’s country” she thought 
children; Wesselhoeft's ‘‘Jerry the t 
not in all respe lesirable, while Crock- 
** Sweetheart travellers’ 


readers, 


nderer 


was cts ¢ 
etts 
particularly t 
o0ks giv 
Barnes's ‘‘ For king and « 
three books of the year; and 
‘*Rick Dale.” Eliza Orne White's 
of long ago” and Lang's ‘‘Animal story- 
book’”’ ranked as the best books 
that division. 


would not appeal 
juvenile 


en qualified approval were Jame 


This closed the day's progrin After a few 
words the meeting was declare id rned,and 
the audience dispersed, most of them making 
their way tothe Clarendon Hote!, where met 
again at the ual rary dinner th which 
the ] int meeting usua ly ’ esa st fir ht 
its day of work This year the dinner, though 
enijiovable, was a less important : air, being 


' 
rdis 1 to the 
in the Academy of Music arranged bythe Brook 
lyn Public Library Association There 
prandial exercises, and most of t 
the 
cussed, in order to reach 
o'clock. The academy 
ported 


ess 


e subordinated t evening meeting 
were 
no post 
the mer ur 


diners left last items of 


the academy bv eis 


elsewhere 
f and brought to an end what must 
rank as one of the best lil 


York state has known. 


suc 
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OHIO LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 
President; A. W. Whelpley, Public Library, 
Cincinnati 
Secretary : Miss E. C. Doren, Public Library, 
Dayton, 
Treasurer: C. B. Galbreath, State Library, 
Columbus. 





PE! NSYLVANIA LIBRARY CLUB. 


President: Jos. G. Rosengarten, Free Li- 
brary, Philadelphia. 

Secretary * C. S. Kates, Free Library, Phila- 
delphia. 

Treasurer: Mrs. M. A. Resag, Institute Free 
Library, Wilmington, Del. 


Tue December meeting of the Pennsylvania 
Library Club was held at the Drexel Institute 
on Monday evening, Dec. 14, 98 members be- 
ing present. 

After an examination of some of the rare 
books in the Drexel Institute Library which 
were exhibited by Miss Kroeger, the meeting 
was called to order by the vice-president, Mr. 
T. L. Montgomery, in the unavoidable absence 
of the president, Mr. J. G. Rosengarten. 

The principal business of the evening was 
a discussion upon the life and works of Rob- 
ert Burton. Dr. McAlister, president of the 
Drexel Institute, opened the discussion by re- 
lating some reminiscences of his enjoyment of 
the ‘‘ Anatomy of melancholy” when a young 
student. Mr. Thomson, of the Free Library, 
followed with an account of the life of the 
author, and explained that but little was known 
of Burton's life, owing to the fact that he was 
a quiet country parson who proved his title 
to be called a bookworm by having for 20 
years devoted himself to secluded studies in 
the Bodleian Library, in which building, with 
the aid of the then librarian of that celebrated 
centre of books, he amassed a large part of 
the material forming his extraordinary work 
on melancholy. The speaker gave several il- 
lustrations of Burton's characteristics collected 
from Hearne, Disraeli, Anthony and Wood, 
Notes and Queries, and such other sources of 
anecdotes. It was pointed out that Burton 
did not write the ‘‘ Anatomy,” but that we owe 
this work tu Bacon, who so generously gave us 
his own books, the Shakespeare plays, this 
**‘Anatomy,” together with a few other hundred 
series of works which have passed hitherto 
under the names of other writers. The roth 
century ‘‘higher criticism” is undoubtedly 
monotonous, and it is rather disappointing 
to find that nobody wrote the works hitherto 
credited to him and that everything is the 
work of some other fellow. 

Miss Mary Farr, now librarian of the Girls’ 
Normal School in Philadelphia, and formerly 
first assistant at the West Philadelphia Branch 
of the Free Library, followed with a clever 
paper dealing with the merits both bibliograph- 
ical and literary of Burton’s work. The criti- 
cisms advanced lacked melancholy in every 
sense, and her troubles in dealing with the 
Latin portions were described with a tinge 
of real humor. She gave advice to other 











readers in telling them that if they did not 
know Latin, the best plan was to look in a note 
for the translation, and if no such note was 
given, then to pass on tothe next paragraph. 
Her paper was received with applause, and the 
club then proceeded to discuss other business. 

With reference to the continuation of the 
Ames catalog, it was explained on behalf of the 
committee who had charge of this matter that 
the club did not desire to express any opinion 
as to who should be the person selected to 
make the desired continuation, and that an in- 
terview had been requested with Mr. Harmer 
at Washington in order that the committee 
might lay before him the reasons that weighed 
with librarians in urgently asking for the con- 
tinuance of the catalog. An early interview 
has been promised, and the action of the com- 
mittee was unanimously approved. 
WESTERN PENNSVLVANIA LIBRARY CLUB, 

President: W: M. Stevenson, Carnegie Li- 
brary, Allegheny. 

Secretary- Treasurer: W:R. Watson, Carnegie 
Library, Pittsburgh. 


VERMONT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


President: Miss S. C. Hagar, Fletcher Free 
Library, Burlington. 

Secretary: Miss M. L. Titcomb, Free Li- 
brary, Rutland. 

Treasurer : E. ©. Holbrook, Proctor. 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIA TION. 


President; F. A. Hutchins, Baraboo. 
Secretary and Treasurer: Miss L. E. Stearns, 
Public Library, Milwaukee. 


THE meeting of the Wisconsin Library Asso- 
ciation, originally scheduled for Jan. 28 and 
29, 1897, has been deferred until February 22 
and 23, 1897. 

Programs may be obtained after February 1 
by addressing L. E. STEARNS, Secretary. 


LIBRARY SECTION OF THE WISCONSIN 
TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

THE meeting of the Wisconsin Teachers’ As- 
sociation, at Milwaukee, on Dec. 29, 30, and 31, 
will be memorable for the prominence given to 
library matters. At the December meeting, in 
1895, the teachers’ association voted to give a 
‘library section” a permanent place on its 
program. 

At the general session of the association, 
held on the morning of Dec. 30, Melvil Dewey, 
state librarian of New York, spoke on ‘‘ The 
mission of the modern library."” Mr. Dewey's 
address was discussed by Miss L. E. Stearns, 
secretary of; the Wisconsin Library Commis- 
sion. 

The questions, ‘‘ How can the public library 
be made an aid tothe schools ?” and *‘ Howcan 
interest in literature be stimulated in communi- 
ties which have no public library ?"’ were then 
thrown open for a general discussion, in which 
Miss Mae E. Schreiber, C. E. Patzer, H. B. 
Hubbell, R. B. Dudgeon, and J. C. Freeman 
took part. 
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The discussion was followed by a report on 
‘*Needed library legislation,” presented by 
President Albert Salisbury, of the Whitewater 
Normal School. 

The afternoon session was conducted by F. 
A. Hutchins, chairman of the Wisconsin Li 
brary Commission. While the morning meet 
ing of the association was mainly given to 
showing the need and value of libraries and 
their relations to schools, the afternoon session 
was devoted to showing Wisconsin people how 








to get libraries for their communities. Mr 
Dewey opened the discussion by citing many 
ways of arousing interest and educating public 
sentiment. Dr. G. W. Peckham, of the Mil- 


waukee Library, explained 
the Wisconsin library laws. 


the peculiarities of 





Miss Mary Edgar, of Madison, then read a 
paper on her plan of awakening interest in the 
best literature. Miss Mae Schreiber, of the 


Milwaukee Normal School, then gave methods 


used by her in training student-teachers to 
read good literature with pleasure. 

Much interest was evinced in these meet- 
ings; and the following sentiment, which ap- 


peared on the back of the programs issued by 
the commission, is in a fair way to be adopted 
as the 


BADGER SLOGAN, 


‘*Let every Wisconsin community celebrate 
the semi-centennial year by improving or 
founding a free public library.” 

L. E. STEARNS, Secretary Lib. Section. 
WISCONSIN LIBRARIANS’ INSTITUTE, 

THE officers and librarians of the Stout Free 
Travelling Libraries, of Dunn County, Wiscon- 
sin, held an institute at the Tainter Memorial 
Library at Menomonie, Wis , on Nov. 27, 1896. 
Mr. Hutchins, chairman of the Wisconsin Free 
Library Commission, presided. The meeting 
was informal. Such problems as the following 
were discussed: ‘‘ How can we advertise the 
travelling library?” ‘‘How can we get the 
boys to read ?”” ‘*‘How can we secure careful 
treatment of the books?” ‘‘Can small per- 
manent libraries be built up at the travelling 
library stations? **Can magazines taken by 
patrons be circulated through the libraries ?” 
Reports from the various libraries were pre- 
sented. 11 of the 25 libraries of 
each show a total circulation of 1823 
in six months—a remarkable showing con- 
sidering the sparsely-settled districts in which 
the volumes circulate. 

After some discussion upon ways of making 
the libraries of greater value to communities, 
the members adjourned to the High Schooi 
building, to meet with the Dunn County Teach 
ers’ Institute, where papers were read by Miss 
L. E. Stearns, of Milwaukee, on ‘‘ Children's 
reading,” and by Miss Louise Sutermeister, of 
Eau Claire, on ‘‘ The travelling library move- 
ment in America.” Miss Waterston, a teacher 
at Knapp, Wis., read an interesting paper on 
the ‘‘Influence of the travelling library in 
Pleasant Valley.” The subject of travelling 


70 volumes 


volumes 


pictures was discussed, and it was decided to | subject was thrown open 
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Start a system for the use of the schools, under 
the supervision of the unty superintendent 
Miss | ra Brickley, of Downsvi Wis. 

Senator Stout tendered the visiting delegates 
a dinner, after which Miss Maude A. Earley 
of Chippewa Falls, Wis., spoke on the trave 
ling brary movemer n Chippewa « nty 
After ting I the stitute in Marcl 
1897, the meeting 

The t s th 1 e worthy f notice 
as it was und tedly tl st of the kind ever 
held L. E. St 

Seer ry Wisconsin Library Commi nm 
\ TH H N F [ J } 
A \ 

President; Mrs. E. E. Vaughn, Ashland 

Librarian and 7> rer: Miss Janet Green, 
Vaughn Library, Ashland. 

A LARGELY attended and enthusiastic meet 
ing of the North Wisconsin Travelling Library 
Association was held the Vaughn Library 
Ashland, on Monday, Dec. 2 1§ 

Three committees of fiver ! each were 
appointed by the president. Ist, a committee 
on soliciting and selecting books: 2d, a con 
mittee on soliciting money; and 3d, a commit 
tee on soliciting members. Anyone interested 
n the work may become a member of the as 
sociation by signing the constitution and pay 
ing during the year $1, or its ¢ valent in 
books. 

It was decided to try to send out 10 libraries 
before the first of February, and toconfine the 
work tothe following counties. Ashland, Bay 
field, Sawyer, Price, and Iror 

The secretary reported that since the first 
meeting of the association between 60 and 7 
books and a quantity of magazines had beer 
contributed by the people of Ashland. Acir 
cular asking for books and periodicals has st 
been issued and distributed tothe local papers 
which it is hoped will bring a generous re 
sponse. JANET M. GREEN, Seerefars 

Librarn Clubs. 
CHICAT L j RY ¢ 

President Anderson H. Hopkins, John 
Crerar Library 

Secretary: Miss May L. Bennett, 1888 Sheri 


dan Road, Evanston. 


Treasur Ww. Biblical 


Institute. 


Ww. Bishop, Garrett 


THE 32d regular meeting of the Chicago Li- 
brary Club was held in the rooms of the Library 
Jureau, 215 Madison st., Chicago, Thursday 
evening, November 5, at cight o'clock Phe 
program was devoted to the discussion of the 
proposed union list of periodical n the libra- 
ries of Chicago and immediate vicinity, to be 
compiled by the club After a short paper 
Mr. Anderson, which was strongly in favor of 
the work being undertaken by the club, the 

for general dis« 
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sion. The following resolutions were finally 
adopted : 


“ Resolved —** 1. That the club deem it desirable to un- 
dertake the compilation and publication of a union list of 
the periodicals in the libraries of Chicago and the imme- 
diate vicinity 

“II. That there be appointed by the president a com 


mittee of two on finance, whose duty it shall be to secure | 


the means necessary for the work 

“III. That there be also appointed by the president a 
committee of three on compiling and editing This com- 
mittee shall have the power to appoint sub-committees 
and agents It shall, with the advice and consent of the 
executive committee of the club, have entire charge of 


the work of preparing the uaion list of periodicals 


“IV. The executive committee shall make monthly 
reports to the club of the progress of the work of these 


committees,’ 








MAY BENNETT, Secretary. 
MILWAUKEE LIBRARY ROUND TABLE 


“A little work, a little play 


To keep us going — and so good-day !" 


A MEETING of the Milwaukee Library Round 
Table was held on Dec. 3, 1896. ‘‘ The Vatican 
Library " —the third of a series of papers on 
the great libraries of the world — was described 
by Miss Florence Olcott, and followed with a 
talk by Dr. Peckham on ‘Classification of 
animals.” 


At the meeting held on Dec. 17 Miss Agnes | 
Van Valkenburgh made a talk on ‘* Modern | 


methods of book illustration.” The talk was 
illustrated with samples of the different proc- 
esses and proved exceedingly interesting. Miss 
L. E. Stearns gave a report on the Trav- 
elling library librarians’ institute recently held 
at Menomonie, Wis., and also read a paper 
written by Miss Della Waterston, a teacher of 
Knapp, on ‘‘ What the travelling library has 
done for Pleasant Valley.” 


NEW YORK LIBRARY CLUB. 


President: Miss M. W. Plummer, Pratt In- 
stitute Library, Brooklyn. 

Secretary: Miss J. A. Rathbone, Pratt In- 
stitute Library, Brooklyn. 

Treasurer: Miss Elizabeth Tuttle, Long 
Island Historical Society, Brooklyn. 


For report of joint meeting with N. Y. Li- 
brary Association, see p. 33. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF WASHINGTON 
CITY. 
President: W. P. Cutter, U. S. Dept. of 
Agriculture. 
Secretary and Treasurer: F.H. Parsons, U. 
S. Naval Observatory. 


THe annual meeting of the Library Associa- 
tion of Washington City was held at the Co- 
lumbian University Building on Dec. 30, 1896. 
The reports of the retiring officers were listened 
to with pleasure, as they showed that the past 
year was one of profit and gain. Eight meet- 
ings have been held during that time, at which 
13 papers upon subjects connected with the 
librarian's profession were read. The finances 
of the association were reported in good con- 
dition, 71 members being on the roll. 
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The president was authorized to appoint a 
committee to be charged with the duty of pre- 
| paring a handbook of the society, to containa 
list of members and such other matter as the 
| committee deemed appropriate. 


The subscription for the LIBRARY JOURNAI 
was ordered renewed. 

The following persons were elected as officers 
for the ensuing year: President, W. P. Cutter; 
librarian Department of Agriculture; Vice- 
presidents, Miss A. R. Hasse, office of the 
Superintendent of Public Documents; T. L. 
| Cole, of the Statute Law Book Co.; Secretary 
and treasurer, Mr. F. H. Parsons (re-elected); 
| Executive committee, Mr. Howard L. Prince, 
| librarian U. S. Patent Office; Miss J. A. Clarke, 
librarian of the Department of Agriculture; 
Miss M. A. Gilkey, librarian Free Public Li- 
brary. 

F. H. PArsons, Secretary and Treasurer. 


Cibrarn Schools and Craining Classes. 





AMONG recent speakers before the library 
class were Dr. John Watson (‘‘ Ian Maclaren”’), 
who told of the work of the school with which 
| he is connected in Liverpool; Mr. Thorvald 
Solberg, of the Boston Book Co., who gave an 
| interesting talk on his experiences in foreign 
book-stores;and Mr. Melvil Dewey, who visited 
the Institute Dec. 31, and in the evening was 
tendered a reception by the library class. He 
| spoke informally upon the national library of 
| America. 


ARMOUR INSTITUTE LIBRARY CLASS. 


The course of lectures on bookbinding, by 
Mr. Irving Way, of Way & Williams, began 
Jan. 5. It includes an introductory view of 
the subject, and separate discussions of prepa- 
ration of ms. by author, selection of type and 
page form, machine vs. hand composition, 
preparation of proofs in galley and page form, 
| selection of paper, ink and presswork, illus- 
tration, decoration, sending of press copies and 
putting books on the market. 

Recent notes of work done by graduates are 
as follows: 

Miss Mary J. Calkins, of the class of ‘96, is 
librarian of the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons in Chicago. Miss Maude R. Hen- 
derson, of the class of '96, has a position in the 
New York Public Library. Miss Charlotte H. 
Foye, who was in the library class from ‘95-6, 
has a position as assistant inthe John Crerar 
Library, Chicago. Miss Eleanor Roper, of the 
class of '96, has been appointed assistant inthe 
library of Armour Institute. 


DRENEL INSTITUTE LIBRARY CLASS. 


A course of sx lectures on “ The history of 
books and libraries, including the rise ard de- 
velopment of printing” will be delivered by 
Dr. James MacAlister, president of the Insti- 
tnte, in the auditorium of the Institute, on 
Tuesday and Friday afternoons, beginning 
March 16. The lectures will be illustrated by 













January, ’97] 


an extensive collection of lantern slides « 
rived from inscriptions, manuscripts, illumina- 
tions, rare books, bindings, portraits, libraries 
buildings, etc., and the course will cover the 
history and development of language, oral and 
written, the written records of Egypt, Chaldea, 
Assyria, and Babylon, the literature of Greece 
and Rome, and the decline of ancieat culture, 
the histery of the book in the Middle Ages, the 
renaissance and the revival of literature, early 
printing and engraving, and the development 
of literature and libraries in our own time. 


NEW YORK TATE LIBRARY) 
SELECTION OF BOOKS, 


Ir'ue discussion of books asa feature of libra- 
ry meetings is steadily growing in favor. It 
was begun ata regular meeting of the Ameri- 
can Library Association, held during the post- 
conference trip atthe Sagamore Hotel, Lake 
George, Sept. 1894. A list of 50 books on his- 
tory for popular use was discussed. The 
meeting of the New York Library Association, 
held at Syracuse, May, 1896, gave an entire 
session to the *‘ Best books of 1595 fora village 
library.” The discussion of the ‘‘ Supplement 
to the catalog of the‘ A. L. A.’ library,’”’ which 
was planned for the Denver meeting of the A. 
L. A., was postponed on account of the ab- 
sence of the commitiee having it in charge. At 
sleveland it was given an evening session, 
which extended from 8:17 to 11 p.m. The 
plan of b 
jects into the hands of authorities on those 
subjects was introduced .. R. G. Thwaites, 
history; Miss Hewins, children’s books. At 
the joint meeting of the New York Library 
Association and the New York Library Club, 
Brooklyn, Jan. 14, 1897, the ‘‘ Best books of 


jutting the discussion of special su 


j } 


1896 for a village library "’ were considered, and 
at the fall meeting of the New Hampshire 
Association a similar program was carried out 
At both of these meetings the Cleveland plan 
of division of subjects was followed. 

Owing to the new emphasis laid by the 
association on the selection of books, the meth 
ods of teaching this subject in the school have 


been even more carefully considered. The 


foundation knowledge of standard authors has 
always been considered preparatory work. 
For four years an attempt was made to take 
up a somewhat systematic study of modern 
authors. This has now been relegated to pre- 
paratory work, and selection is taught by use 
of the current books. A lecture on the most 
important critical reviews and one on American 
publishers begins the course which extends 
over two years, both classes working together. 
Each student subscribes for the Pudlisher 

Weekly (at the usual special rates), and checks 
in each number as it appears the books which 
in his opinion are valuable fora public library 
Medical, law, and very technical books are 
disregarded. The selections of each student 
are suoSmitted each week to the instructor and | 
returned with criticisms. 14 forcign and 30 
American serials are examined co-operatively 

each number of the class being responsible for | 
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two and noting references for the most valua- 
ble books on the slips which have been cut 
from the Pudlishers’ Weekly, Every week 10 of 
the most important bovks are taken up in class 








each student aving previously examined the 

ks carefully and read two of the best re- 
views which are selected by the instructor. 
In the class discussion the sc¢ of the book, 
the qualifications of the author write such a 
book, the question ‘‘to what class of readers 
is it of special value are dwelt upon most 
strongly. Incidentally the make-up of the book, 


its illustrations, its cover, and the comparative 
merits of the different publishers, are consid- 
ered rhe printed slips for selected books 
with the selected reviews, are preserved by 
each student for future use. Many of the 
books are read by the ass, though nl 

careful examination is required. About 5c 
books are taken up in this way inthe two years’ 


course. Critici 








or suggestions in regard to 
invited from those who have 


given the matter special thought. 





these methods 


GRADUATI F THE SCHOOL, 


Errors which creep into printed statements 
regarding those who have been at some time 
connected with the New York State Library 
School, suggest the desirability of printing in 
the JOURNAL an authoritative list of graduates. 


217 students have matriculated in the schools 
22 completed the 


since Jan. §, 1887. Of these, 2 
course at Columbia College Library, and are 


counted as graduates of the school though they 
; ’ " eae ; ‘ 
do not hold the state d ma. 45 hold a di- 





ploma from the University of the State of New 
York. Of these 45, 14 have received the de- 
gree B.L.S. Sesides these, 44 others hold the 
first-year certificate. 

rhe significance of the credentials is ex 
plained by the following extracts from the of 


} 
‘ 


ial handbook 
/ ta . These areissued to any person 
who passes one or more library examinations, 


regardiess of age, sex, residence, or previcusin- 
st tion. They simply show that the holder 
knows enough of each subject certified to meet 


ry certificate. This shows that the 


assed the entrance exami 





nations, 


hoid 





has completed satisfactorily the work and ex- 
aminations of junior year, and is officially rec- 
ognized as a senior library student lhis cer- 
tificate is nécessary for admission to the senior 
loma. This shows that the holder has 
met all entrance requ ments, has secured at 
least one year’s instruction in residence at the 
each examination of 
the two years’ course with a standing of not 


sche and has passed 


less than 75 per cent. 
‘Honor credential If three-fourths of al 


the required work is complete with an exan 


ination standing of 90 per cent. or over, the 
credential is issued ‘ with honor. 

ye me The degree B.L.S. is conferred 
only on graduates who have met all re re 
ments of the « rse for an honor diploma, and 


who submit diplomas or certificates from reg- 






















































42 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 






[ January, '97 





istered colleges or pass examinations covering 
at least two full years of general college work. 
Ihus the full course for which the degree is 
given includes two years of college work and 
the two years technical work in the Library 
School, so that candidates cannot earn a degree 
in less than four years after graduation from 
the academy or high school.” 


STUDENTS COMPLETING COURSE AT COLUMBIA 


COLLEGE LIBRARY ? 


Baldwin, Elizabeth C. 
Clarke, Edith Emily. 

Cole, George Watson. 
Cutler, Louisa Salome. 
Denio, Lilian. 

Fernald, Harriet Converse. 
Godfrey, Lydia Boker. 
Hopson, Ema K. 

Jackson, Annie Brown. 
Jones, Ada Alice. 

Marsee, Isabel Rebecca. 
Medlicott, Mary. 

Miller, Eulora. 

Palmer, Henrietta Raymer. 
Patton, Frances Chauncey. 
Plummer, Mary Wright. 
Prescott, Harriet Beardslee, 
Seymour, May. 

Underhill, Caroline Melvil, 
Ward, Ama Howard. 
Wire, George E. 
Woodworth, Florence. 


DIPLOMA FROM UNIVERSITY 
NEW YORK: 


STUDENTS HOLDING 


OF THE STATE OF 


Avery, Myrtilla, B.L.S. 
Biscoe, Ellen Dodge. 
Bowerman, George Frarklin, B.L.S. 
Browne, Nina Eliza, B.L.S. 

Bullock, Edna Dean. 

Bullock, Waller Irene. 

Bunnell, Ada, B.L.S. 

Burdick, Esther Elizabeth. 

Burns, William Savage, B.L.S. 
Cattell, Sarah Ware, with Aonor. 
Champlin, George Greenman. 
Christman, Jenny Lind, B.L.S. 
Church, Henrietta. 

Davis, Mary Louise, with honor. 
Denio, Herbert Williams. 

Eastman, Rev. William Reed, B.L,S. 
Ellis, Mary. 

Foote, Elizabeth Louisa, B.L.S. 
Forsyth, Walter Greenwood. 
Harrison, Joseph LeRoy, B.L.S. 
Harvey, Elizabeth. 

Hawes, Clara Sikes. 

Hawley, Mary Elizabeth. 

Jones, Mary Letitia, B.L.S. 
Kroeger, Alice Bertha, with honor. 
Leonard, Grace Fisher, with honor. 
Macky, Bessie Rutherford, B.L S. 
Middleton, Jennie Young. 

Olcott, Frances Jenkins. 

Plympton, Charles William, with honor. 
Pond, Nancy May, B.L.S. 


Rathbone, Josephine Adams, B.L.S. 
Rice, Helen Ward. 
Robbins, Mary Esther. 
Sharp, Katharine Lucinda, B.L.S. 
Sheldon, Helen Griswold. 
Silliman, Helen Cornwall. 
Sperry, Helen, with honor. 
Stanley, Harriet Howard, with honor 
Sutermeister, Louise Mathilde. 
Sutliff, Mary Louise. 
Swayze, Mary Camilla. 
Temple, Mabel. 
Wheeler, Martha Thorne, with honor. 
Wilson, Minnie Cornwell, with honor. 
MAry S. CUTLER. 
New York Stare Lisrary, | 
Jan. 5, 1897. 
PRATT INSTITUTE LIBRARY SCHOOL 
A NUMBER of interesting lectures have been 
given to the students of the school since the 
opening oftheterm. Following Mr. Theodore 


| L. De Vinne's lecture on printing were two lect- 


ures on bookbinding by Miss Evelyn Hunter 


| , , . , 
| Nordhoff, on Nov. 20and 27. Miss Nordhoff also 
gave, on Dec. 11 and 18, two process-lectures at 


| second-year class. 








her studio in New York, for the members of the 
In the first lecture she dis- 
cussed details of forwarding, and gave a prac- 
tical demonstration of the process of preparing 
a book for itscover. The second lecture dealt 
with bindings proper, and attention was given 
to the various grades and kinds of leather, the 
processes of ornamentation, and the details of 
finishing. The lectures proved most instruc- 
tive and interesting, the practical demonstra- 
tions that accompanied them serving as effec- 
tive object lessons, and making the subject 
matter more definitely understood and more 
clearly remembered. 

A meeting to organize a graduate association 
was held in connection with the joint meeting 
of the New York Library Club and state asso- 
ciation on January 14. Through such an or- 
ganization it is hoped to strengthen the interest 
of the graduates in the school and keep them 
in touch with one another. Those graduates 
who are interested in the plan but were unable 
to attend the meeting are asked to communi- 
cate with Miss Eleanor H. Frick, Pratt Insti- 
tute Free Library, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

The Astor Library has engaged two of the 
graduates of the school — Miss Sarah S. Oddie, 
class of ‘95, and Miss Maria V. Leavitt, class 
of '96. It has also taken Miss Bertha Eger, of 
the reference department of the Pratt Institute 
Free Library, as a member of its cataloging 
staff. Miss Gertrude A. Brewster, class of '95, 
has been engaged for the cataloging staff of 
the Lenox Library, resigning her position at 
the Long Island branch of the Pratt Institute 
Free Library in order to take up this work in 
New York. She has been succeeded at the 
Long Island library by Miss Miriam S. Draper, 
class of ‘95. Miss Bertha G. Carr, class of 
96, has been engaged by the Globe Company 
of New York City to catalog their library at 
Newburgh, N. Y. 
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Reviews. 
CATALOGUE of the public documents of the 53d 
Congress and of all departments of the gov- 


ernment ofthe U.S. forthe period from March 
** Com- 


he 


4, 1893, to June 30, 1895 [being the 


prehensive index” provided for byt act 


approved Jan. 12, 1895]; prepared under the 
supervision of the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Washington, Gov. Print. Office, 1896. 

635 p. . 

In the evolution of the cataloging of govern- 
ment publications, the last and the best step 
forward is the new catalog from Superintend- 
ent Crandall’s office, covering public documents 
during the period of the 53d Congress, March 4, 
1893, to June 30, 1395. The first step was the 
so-called ‘‘ Descriptive catalogue ’ — which was 
not descripiive at all—of Ben. Perley Poore, 
the 1392 pages of which were devoted to an 
approximately chronological entry of govern- 
ment publications, so far as they could be run 
to earth, from September 5, 1774, to March 4, 
1881, the end of the 46th Congress, and a brief 
reference index of minimum value. This 
hodgepodge, although useful for its material, 
has been little use as a working catalog. 
[he second step was the purposely brief list, ar- 
ranged by departments, which made a 
feature of the American Catalogue, taking up 


of 


was 


the work at the end of the Poore period and 
continuing it in the parts issued last year to 
June 30, 1895, like Mr. Crandall’s catalog. 
Phe third step, if Mr. Hickcox’s ‘‘ Monthly 


catalogue ” is not counted as a permanent Cat- 
alog, was that of Dr. J. G. Ames’s ‘‘ Compre- 
hensive index of the publications of the U.S 
government covering the period 1889 to 1893,’ 
that of the sist and 52d Congresses, issued in 
1894, which ado; a tabular method present- 
ing in the centre the briefest practicable entry 
arranged by subject, with references to the 
several forms in which the document appeared 
on the right-hand memorandum of 
place in the regular Senate and House docu- 
ments, and on the left-hand side the name of 
the department issuing, the chairman of the 
committee, or other actual or constructive 
author. This was a valuable piece of work, 
but its tabular feature was something of a 
drawback in practical use. 

The new catalog is thoroughly on the diction- 
ary plan, having no appended index except one 
of ‘‘Governmental authors,” being an alpha- 
betical list of the departments and subdivisions, 
from which documents issue. It is almost a 
model in typography, the only serious criticism 
being that until the eye has become accustomed 
to the difference in types it is difficult to dis- 
tinguish between the headings and subheadings 
which are respectively in antique or Clarendon 
of different sizes. After one has become accus 
tomed to the catalog the difference fairly 
evident. A good example of the catalog at 





side a its 


is 


its best will be found under the headings Li- 
braries 


and Library. There are here 
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nine | phlet of 52 





43 
entries under Libraries, being the titles of the 
general papers in the Chicago conference re 
port, with 17 cross-references to specific sub- 
ects on which papers are included in that vol 
ume or to cognate entries; two under Library 
and Rolls Bureau; cross-references to names of 
members under Library mmittee; one on Li- 
brary fittings, 14 under Library of Congress, 
two under Libraries of departments, one on Li- 
brary pest, and one on Library training This 
shows the minuteness of the work, which will 
probably be one ground of criticism of the cata- 
log on the part of those unfamiliar with the 
value of close entries in such a catalog. The 
only defect that occurs to us is the difficulty of 
finding out comprehensively the publications 


ol any 


one department, and perhaps this want 
nid ee 


W md appendix 
giving a t lepartments 
with their logically ar- 
ranged underneat! each subdivision 
the regular lines of put n, thus grafting 
into this la government catalog the 
most distinctive feature of the American Cata- 
1 


isely be sup] lied bya sec 
ird’s-eye view of the 


bdivisions 


’ 


several 
ind in 


plicath 





Stan 


logue appendix. 

rhe office of the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, and particularly Mr. F. A. Crandall 
1imself, is to be heartily co 1 on this 


ngratulated 
¢ ] | 


work, which for an 


initial volume is remarkably 
successful. The work was begun while Mr. J. 
H. Hickcox was cataloger in the office, but has 
been carried through to completion by Miss 
Edith E. Clarke, who succeeded to the office o 


i 
Crandall 
n his pref- 


head cataloger, and to whom Mr. 


gives pleasant and deserved credit i 


ace. The coast is now clear for continuing 
the catalog of government publications from 
congress to congress in accordance with the 
provisions of the bill of 1895, with an excellent 
working model, and whether the work be con- 
tinued backward on this excellent plan or on 
the plan adopted by Dr. Ames for the earlier 
volume, undoubtedly the present work will give 
the method for the succeeding volumes. Men 
tion of the date of the passage of the bill pro- 
viding for the office of the Superintendent of 
Documents, which was approved January 12, 
1895, suggests a further word of praise for the 


mplished by 
ties within 


unt of WwW 


under great difficu 


enormous am 


the new bureau 
so short a time. 


Librarn Economp and fjistorp. 


Tue Lifrary contains in its December number 





several articles of interest in reference work. 
These are Batler Wood's paper on ‘* The selec- 
tion of books for a reference library,”’ ‘‘ Nctes 
on the formation of a small reference library,” 


by R. K. Dent, both read at the Buxton con 

ference; and ‘‘ On the place of specialization 

in library work,” by Basil Anderton 

Tue regents of the University of the State 
New York have printed asa special jf 

pages the proceedings of the li- 


of 
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brary session at the 1896 University convoca- 
‘*This includes the remarkably strong 





tion. 

paper on ** The mission and missionaries of th 
book,” by J. N. Larned, ofthe Buffalo Li- 
brary, the addresses on ‘‘ The correlation of 
library and school,” by A. L. Peck and Superin- 
tendent J. A. Estee, of Gloversville, the admi- 
rable paper on ‘* How to develop interest inthe 
library,” by W. E. Foster, of the Providence 
Public Library, and a full report of the dis- 
cussions, which dealt interestingly with all 


these phases of library work. Those specially 
intere 1 can obtain a copy without expense 
by addressing a postcard to the Public libra- 
ries division, Regents’ office, Albany, N. Y. 


te 
st 


EXAMINATION Bulletin No. 1o of the Uni- 


versity of the State of New York is devoted to 
‘*Regents’ examination papers for the aca- 
demic year 1896."" (500 p.O.) Pages 349 - 380 


used at 
1596. 


are devoted to the papers 
the 33d library examination, June 16-1 


juestion 


)» 
‘AL. 

N. ¥V. Case Memorial L. Th 
American Architect’ of Nov. 21 publishes a 
number of competitive designs for the Case 
Memorial Library. 


Auburn, 


Me. Lithgow L. On Dec. 4a spe- 
cial meeting of the city council held to 
consider the question of open shelves for the 
Lithgow Library. The question of whether or 
not it was desirable to permit free access to the 
shelves had previously been submitted toa com- 
mittee of three. At the council meeting the 
committee's reports were presented. The ma- 
jority report, signed by two members, stated 
that the matterhad been carefully investigated 
and that information had been obtained from 
rt Maine libraries, in only one of which were 
open shelves used. Their conclusion was that 
free access was impracticable under present 
conditions, and that the existing system sh 
be given a fair trial. In the minority report 
the other member of the committee recom 
mended ‘the adoption of the open-shelf sys- 
tem, with slight modifications, if such shall be 
found necessary to render this system practi- 
cable ir library.”” At the council meeting 
the majority report was voted down and the 
minority report accepted. 


fa, 
was 


ould 


W 


this 


Baltimore. Enoch Pratt F. L. Branch 6 of 
the library was formally opened on Saturday 


afternoon, Nov. 14. The branch opened with 
about 6000 v. on its shelves and some 40 cur- 
rent periodicals in its reading-room. From 


present indications the use of the reading-room 
of this branch will surpass that of any other 


of the branches of the library. The branch 
is open from 2 tog p.m., and thus far there 
have been nearly 1o0o readers a week in the 


With the opening of this branch 
of the branches sur- 


library. 


reading-room. 
the combined circulatior 
passes that of the central 


Boston Pusiic Liprary; by Lilian Whiting. 


(/n Chicago Advance, Dec. 3, 1896.) 2 col. 





THE LIBRARY JOURNAL. 


! 





[ January, '97 


Bridgeport (Ct.) P. LZ. The lithograph ex 
hibition held early in December in the art- 
rooms of the library proved of general popular 


interest It included lithographs designed for 
Puck, Truth, and other papers, advertising 
lithographs and ‘‘ art” and examples 
of black and white work. 


osters, 





tol(Ct.) F. P. L. Thelibrary was opened 
Dec. 1 in the attractive new building obtained 
by remodelling a suitable residence for library 
purposes. The building affords ample room, 
is attractively fitted up and well 
a delightful contrast to the previous crowded 
and inadequate quarters. The entrance leads 
through a hallway to the reception-room, in 
which is the delivery-counter, placed between 


ghted, andis 





this and the stack-room, with a capacity of 
12,000v. Ontherightis the librarian's private 
room, and in front is the reference-room. An 
easy flight of stairs leads to two pleasant 
reading-rooms on the second floor, where 
papers and magazines are to be found. Back 
of these is another stack-room, connected with 





the one on the first floor by a flight of stairs. 
There is also a large attic, easily reached, in 
which many books can be stored. 

The Bristol Library has been in existence as 
a free public library only about five years, 


during which time it has received two bequests 
of $5000 each. Its from 1845, 
when a number of med a ‘‘ New car- 
pet society "’ for the purpose of raising money 
to buy anewcarpet forthe church. When this 


nucleus dates 


ladies for 








object was accomplished they converted the 
organization into a friendly society, and by 
sewing and making articles for sale, realized 
money for the purchase of b for common 
reading. In 1868 the society accumulated 
a library of 445 volumes and $70 in cash 
on hand. The Y. M. C. A. was then being 
formed in Bristol, and the ladies agreed to 
urn over to it their library (with the unex- 
pended money) in trust to be forever main- 
tained as a circulating library open to the 
public. The association housed and cared for 
it, twice replaced it after fires, and devoted the 
subscription fees received to its increase. By 
this means it had reached the number of 2528 


volumes in 1891, when the first bequest of $5000 
was received and the town voted to take over 
the library and appropriate an annual three- 
fourths of a mill tax for its maintenance. I: 
now contains over 6000 v. Charles Wooding is 
librarian. 





Brookline (Mass.) P. L. The library cele- 
brated its 39th anniversary on Dec. 2 by throw- 
ing open the whole building to the public, thus 
giving the people an opportunity to examine 
for themselves the books on the shelves, and 
the librarian and his assistants to explain the 
practical work of the library to such as might 
be interested in it. The innovation proved a 
most popular one, and the library was visited 
by a large number of interested persons. A 
collection of West Indian photographs and a 
number of rare colored views of social events 


e 


| in England 200 years ago were on exhibition. 
























a 
‘ 


muary, "9 


J | 


The library was first opened t 
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Brooklyn (N. 3 Ll. The mus lepartme 
of the library, which bers over ha 
been augmented by the pur St f c 2 
volumes of music, mostly by modern Fre 
and German composers I idit sists 
of recent { iblications of 1 forte sheet 
music jor two and four hands, t iu 
volumes; opera scores with words i er 
and orchestral scores arrar 1 as piar rte 
s< s. "ome 2 volu ngs B k 
Chaminade, McDowell, Tschaikowsk and 
others, have beer added t tl ler irtme { 

mak £ ilrogether i t 20 
ces s. both s ) and se . 
n sers 
f the library's work has been tl 
it by clubs ar associati s, for 
ed s scription rates re on F 
clubs have ¢ iv ther 
selves ‘ s f es, but a rat - wd 
parture has beer gurated by I none 
of the towns n I ng Is nd al t 4 IT € 
from B yklyr Int case, and ‘ er 
ation of ag nn ber of ribers at $s a 
year, the rary ¢ ges t« iviort veekly 
delivery and return of a package of | Ss st 
lected from lists furnished by the me | 
the clul [his plan has been 1 
isfactory, and, it thought, will lead 
tahlish y t ‘ +} er P f+ wn ] rié 
in like manner. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. Pratt Institute F. Ll. A 
new der has been opened in the Pratt 
Institute Free Library the departmert of Art 
reference. It has been placed in charge of 
Miss Laura Palmer, formerly of the Fine Arts 
Department of the Institute, whois tl hly 
equipped for the work by study and trave 

R, Vv. VY P. J f On N 30a 
committee of the association presented peti- 
tion to the board of aldermen, the 
need of a public library in the « 
visions of the law of 1892 look 
establishment, r that directors be ap- 
pointed by the mayor in accordance with that 
law ind submitting the following res ition 
for appr ] “ey lve That this common 
council d rmine that a publ 
library an shall be established 
and maint »f Brooklyn, under 
the provisions of chapter ir of the laws of 
1892 of the state of New York.” The resolu- 
tion was adopted, and on Dec. 8 was signed by 
the mayor. On the same date a delegation 
from the association visited the mayor, e» 
plained the objects of their body, and urged hin 
to appoint the nine directors provided for by 
the law of 1802 The uvor expressed his 
willingness to accede to the request made 
The efforts of the association to awaken publ 
interest in the library matter culminated in ar 
evening meeting at the Academy of Music on 
Tan. 14. following the all-day session of the 
N. Y. Library Association and the N. Y. Libra- 


ry Club. (See p. 18.) 























Buf \ wun ° Or Dec a 
Robert Burr presented to the ta t he 
St \ Scot h Society was nie 
Witt nt est gy ceremonies, For a few 
! t 1 succeeding the unveiling t} 

le ¢ tion of Burns mss wned by Rober 
B.A fB was on exhit n at the 

ary 
l¢ for l e fig res t wing the 
Se the rary r the r « ‘ De I 
if re as I v Issue ne s¢ yOs 
S 44 tt nce n re f 1.4 
iriy vere a € d 1 the ¢ 
and the total number of i I ary 
I Ww ¢ c is 2 4 

Mr. D es, the brarian, has beer r 
n his efforts t rease the use of the rt 
ind ake it generally knowr d } endea 
I e proved successf | ( t te 
nite st gx ar e r 4 € 
f the brary to the var s he y editior 
‘ eB te 1 ers —~ é . en : . 

[ ‘ 
we \ rary articles the tw ca rr 
£ apers The success of this etl lof | 
brary advertising may be estimated from the 
tatistics sl g the | r use of th 
brary. 

The library issues monthly typewritten lists 
I ess ns at ent i \ 

, Ue PF. The brary was 
pened to the pul De I It isthe result of 
the appropriation of F1 vote for the pur 
pose at the nnual elect n the sprir of 
1896, which through 7 c subscription was 
later raised to $250 rhe library opens wit! 
about 1700 \ and a good selectior fon 
izines and newspapers It oc pies tw ght 
and attractively fitted rooms in a_ business 
block. Miss Katharine W. Hardir s iibra 
rian, 

Canastota (A } F. Ll. The rary was 

ened on Dec. 4, and has been open regularly 
n week-day afternoons since that time It 
hoped that a rea room will soon be estal 
l 1 in connection with it 

Chit ) t, Ho0.. 2 The new building of 
the society at 142 Dearbor treet w formally 
opened on the evening of Tues Dec. 15 

Chi , eevar I The library will be 
‘ i tothe public in its temy t irters 
on the sixth floor of the Marshal! |} & Ce 
buildir it Feb. 1 The cat f pr 
gressir rapidly nd the public re nge-roor 
is w nearly ready for use There willbea 
propriate ses when the library pened 
Chit | At a meeting of the Publ 
Library board, Nov. 28 rpetit nm wasrece ed 
signe 1 by ver ( tizer ‘BR eT in ex 
traction ng the board to purchase 1! 

Vv ] f es of bo ks by RB he if | th rs The 
} rd ropriated Soc for the r 1« ‘ 
severa ired v mes 

( rermrhe ( On De I 2! rary 
was farmed fer the rr ee of ¢ ‘ , 

a plan of organization and a svster é 


| operation, partic 
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lic libraries and the public schools; it is 
composed of all who are officially connected 
with libraries in the city, and shall act through 
an executive committee consisting of the libra- 
rians of the different libraries. There are three 
libraries in Columbus —the Public Library, the 
Public School Library, and the State Library — 


and while the council does not aim toward con- 


solidation, it is expected that it will aid in pro- 
moting co-operation and mutual helpfulness 
among them. 


Columbus (O.) P. S. Z. Librarian Hensel 
inaugurated on Dec. 17, for experimental pur- 


poses, a travelling library among the outlying | 
school buildings, similar in character, though | 


less expensive, to that conducted by the state 
library. The purpose is to make the volumes 
in the library available to the poorer children 
who live too far away to walk to the library 
and are unable to pay street-car fare to and 
from their homes to obtain the books. 


Des Moines (/a.) P. L. The trustees held a 
meeting on Dec. 10, and agreed to dismiss the 
mandamus case brought against the city coun- 
cil, upon condition that the injunction suit 
against the library be abandoned, and that 
they be allowed to collect the remaining half of 
the levy for last year, and the council consent 
to levy a tax of two mills for the current year, 
one mill being for maintenance and one for 
building. 


Detroit (Mich.) P. L. On Dec. 3 the library 
board voted to expend $100 for the purchase 
of books for the blind. The matter was 
placed in charge of Dr. C. Henri Leonard, who 
selected the following 40 books, which will 
cost exactly the sum allowed: ‘‘ Friends in 
feathers and furs,” 2 v.; ‘‘ The song of Hia- 
watha,” 2 v.; ‘‘ Miscellaneous poems,” 3 v:; 
‘** American history,” Montgomery, 3 v.; 
‘* Swinton’s Readings in nature's book,” 2 v.; 
** Easy steps for little feet,” Swinton and Cath- 
cart, 2 v.; ‘‘Courtship of Miles Standish,” 
** Evangeline,” ‘‘The prisoner of Chillon,” 
‘* The vision of Sir Launfal,” ‘‘ The legend of 
Sleepy Hollow,” ‘‘ The prince and the pauper,” 
2v.; ‘‘ Tanglewood tales,” 2 v.; ‘‘ The rape of 
the lock,” ‘‘ Motley’s Dutch Republics,” ‘‘ As 
you like it,” Select poems, by Whittier, 
Longfellow, Lowell, and Bryant, 4v.; ‘* Eng- 
lish history,”” Montgomery, 3 v.; ‘‘ Merchant of 
Venice”; ‘‘Snow-bound”™; ‘‘ The war of inde- 
pendence,” Fiske; ‘‘ Washington and the spy”; 
‘* Sindbad the sailor”; ‘‘ Ali Baba and Alad- 
din"; ‘‘ Jack and the beanstalk, and. other 
stories”; ‘‘ Birds’ Christmas Carol”; ‘* Freder- 
ick the Great and his times"; ‘‘ A Christmas 
carol,” Dickens; ‘* Five little fairy-tales”: 
Nature’s myths and stories"; ‘‘ Life in the 
sea”; *‘ Hamlet"; ‘Outlines of the world’s 
history,” 5 v.; ‘‘Constitution of the United 


States"; ‘‘ Much ado about nothing”; ‘* Mid- | 


summer night's dream”; ‘‘ The discovery of 
America"; ‘‘ Bits of bird life”; ‘‘ Sketches of 
the Orient”; ‘‘ Hero-tales from our history,” 
2 v.; ‘*The conspiracy of Pontiac.” The 
library had previously received a gift of 30 
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books for the blind from a resident of Detroit, 
whose name was not made public. All of these 
books are in modified Braille. 

An examination of the use of the foreign 
books in the library has shown an average cir- 
culation of 77 among the German books, 34 % 
among the French books, and 138 among 
the Polish books. In this latter division the 
library possesses about 800 v., which have 
been circulated 842 times for home use and 
| 266 times for reference use during the past 
three months. The extraordinarily high ratio 
| of withdrawals in the Polish department will 
probably lead to its enlargement. 


| Evanston, /il. A meeting to consider the re- 
lation between the free public library and the 
public school was held on Dec. 4 at the high- 
school building. It was attended by the 100 
school-teachers belonging to the first, second, 
and third school districts, members of the 
school boards and library board, and others in- 
terested in educational work. The first address 
was made by Superintendent F. W. Nichols, of 
the second district, who told of the benefits in 
| Evanston of the free circulation of public libra- 
ry books among the public school children, in 
which the school has been used as a sub-libra- 
ry. The teachers are beginning by this system 
to direct the reading of their pupils. Miss L. 
E. Stearns, of the Milwaukee Public Library, 
discussed the value of the utmost co-operation 
between the library and the schools. She said 
that the teachers of Milwaukee had distributed 
during the year 68,000 volumes among their 
pupils. Miss M. E. Ahern, secretary of the 
library section of the National Educational 
Association, also spoke. She called attention 
to the kind of literature offered in school-read- 
ing and the opening up of possibilities of getting 
pupils to read outside because of tastes for 
reading formed in the school-room. President 
J. W. Thompson, of the Evanston library 
board, was chairman of the meeting, and made 
a few remarks at the beginning of the session. 


| Fishkill Landing, N. Y. Howland L. (Rpt.) 
Added 245; total 6314. Issued 6141 (fict. 5510). 
Receipts $476.81; expenses $338.46. There are 
| 120 subscribers and 48 stockholders. 


Frederick, Md. Artz L. The will of Mrs. 
Ann Graham Ross, of Frederick, has recently 
been filed for probate in the Orphans’ Court of 
that city. Her grandfather, Thomas Johnson, 
was the first governor of Maryland, and his 
portrait and a number of autograph letters of 
George Washington, John Jay, and others, ad- 
dressed to him were in possession of Mrs. Ross, 
and are now bequeathed by her. The various 
articles are to be deposited for safe keeping 
with the Maryland Historical Society until the 
establishment of the Christian Burr Artz Li- 
brary in Frederick. 

Since the Artz Library has never been men- 
tioned in the LipRARY JOURNAL, a brief sketch 
of it may be in order. The wife of C. B. Artz 
| was Mrs. Margaret C, Artz, who was a Miss 
Thomas, of Frederick. Mrs. Artz died in Chi- 
cago, March 27, 1887, many years after the 
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death of her husband. They had but one 
child, Miss Victorienne Thomas Artz. Mrs. 
Artz in her will gave the daughter $25,000, ab 
solutely, and the income, during life, of the bal- 
ance of the estate, which was placed in trust. 
Should the daughter have issue the estate 
should go to her heirs, otherwise the library in 
Frederick should be established as mentioned 
above. Mrs. Artz named the three trustees 
who are to receive the library upon the death 
of the daughter. Vacancies in the board of 
trustees are to be filled by the board of alder- 
men of Frederick, with the provision that two 
members of said board shall be members of the 
German Reformed Church, in good and regular 
standing, and the other member shall bea mem 
ber of the Episcopalian church. The estate is 
now estimated, in round numbers, at about 
$150,000. Miss V. T. Artz, on whose death de- 
pends the establishment of the Frederick Li- 
brary, is the lady who recently gave $10,00 
to the Boston Public Library forthe Longfellow 
Memorial Library. 


Hamburg (N. Y.) F. LZ. The library was 
opened on Dec. 18, with interesting exercises 
conducted by the leading women’s clubs of 
Hamburg and Buffalo. 

Hempstead (L. 1.) Circulating L. A. (8th rpt.) 
Added 555; total 2155. Receipts $322.90; ex- 
penses $224.60. 

Homestead, Pa The contract for the new 


music-hall, and club-house building 


by Andrew Carnegie tothe citizens 


‘library, 
presented 


of Homestead, was awarded on Nov. 24 to 
William Miller & Sons, of Pittsburg, for 
$250,000. It is expected to have the building 


ready for dedication next June 
designed by Alden & 
have a frontage of 226 feet, with 
feet. Thestyleis French Renaissance. It will 
be three stories high, and will be built of stone, 
Pompeiian brick and terra-cotta, with a high 
pitched tile roof. The interior will be finished 
in ornamental stucco work and quartered oak. 
Aside from the library proper. the principal 
feature of the new structure will be the club- 
room, gymnasium, and swimming-pool. The 
club-house will occupy the right of the build- 
ing. 

Flouston, Tex. Library day. Nov. 25 was 
Library day in the schools of Houston, and 
contributions of books and money were gener- 
ally received for the school libraries. The 
Thanksgiving day exercises were combined 
with addresses and recitations on the value of 
books. 


Hutchinson, Kan. 


The structure 
Harlow, and will 


a depth of 98 


was 


The local Woman's Club 
has been so far successful in itsefforts to es- 
tablish a free public library that quarters have 
been secured in one of the business blocks, and 
are now being altered and fitted up for library 
purposes. The library will be opened within 
a short time, and will be wholly free the public 


""Tlinois College, Jacksonville, Til. The corner- 


stone of the Jones Memorial Library, recently | 
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given to Illinois College by Dr. H. K. Jones, 
was laid on Nov. 11. 
lamestown, N. YY. Prendergast F. 1 Or 
Thursday, De the fifth anniversary of the 
pening of the library was observed as Found 
ers day, witl t est exercises It wasthe 
first lebrat of tk kind, and was largely 
ittended Ar g the speakers were W: R. 
Eastman f e stat ar and | : 
Larned, of the Br Library 
Massapequa, 1. 1. Floyd-Jor The li- 
brary given to Massape i by Col. De Lancey 
Floyd-Jones was ned Oct. 29. The build- 
ing isan lest str t with a f tage of 
about 20 feet, and a deptl ts pla a, 
of 2 feet The 1 f is ' lv called 
1 hip-roof, projecting over the piazza, and sup 
ported by four neat columns The interior 
wallsand ceiling re of North Carolina pine 
varnished. The r m ntains a handsome 
replace mantel nd a few pictures The 
shelving will hold about 2 ‘ me The 
room is lighted by four Gothic wir ©. tw 
on either side, and a smaller window in front 
all with translucent giass. The library is 
chartered in accordance with the laws of the 
University of the State of New York, and is 





lirected bv a board of nine trustees. 

Wichican, lib, commit m for A bill prov 
ing forthe establishment of a Michigan free 
brary commission is to be introduced into the 
next legislature by Representative-elect John 
Atkinson, of Detroit. It was drawn under 
the supervision of Mr. Utley, of the Detroit 
Public Library, with the co-operation of the 
State library assoc ti n 

Michigan State L., Lansing. (Biennial rpt.— 
two vears ending June 20. 'of Added 0288 
books for travelling libs. 2000; total not given 
16,300 books and pn have been received from 
the state for distribution and exchange. 





A considerable portion of the report is de- 
voted tothe travelling libraries system inaugu 
rated under the law of 18o* ‘*The object of 
the law was to bring the library into closer and 
more sympathetic touch with the people of the 
state, and to remove fr the public mind the 
idea that the taxpavers of the state were de- 
barred from the privileges of an institution to 


the support of which they were contributing 
With this in view, the ‘ associate’ and ‘ trav 
elling library’ systems were embodied in the 
law, and it is a pleasure to state that both of 
these new departures in library work have 
been in every way successful.”” Under the act 
of r80* ro libraries have become associates of 
the state library and 35 users of associate li- 
braries have obtained books from the state li 
brary ‘*in no case has the privilege been 


abused, and the results have been most satis- 


factory.” Travelling libraries of 50 v. each 


have beenestablished and have been sent to 4 


towns or associations, 44 such libraries have 
heen kept in circulation, and the statistics of 
their use present a gratifying showing: in ad 


dition to these, special collections have been 
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sent to five study clubs. The total circulation 
of the books from May, 1895, to June 30, 1896 
was 7473; no. readers 1453. 

The appendix includes a classed list of addi- 
tions to the library for the period, reports of 
the associate libraries, and an index to the Jen- 
nison collection. 

Widdietown, Ct. Berkeley Divinity School, 
Williams L. The fine library building, erected 
as a memorial to Bishop Williams, of the Ber- 
keley Divinity School, was on Nov. 18 formal- 
ly transferred to the school authorities, with 
appropriate exercises rhe building, which 
cost $20,000, was erected by the church people 
of the diocese as a testimonial to Bishop Will- 
iams’s work in Connecticut. 

Minnesota, / commission for. A bill pro- 
for the establishment of a library com- 
mission and authorizing the maintenance of 


travelling libraries will be presented to the 





legislature at the winter session. A similar 
bil! was introduced last year, but failed. This 





year the will be introduced early and wil 
} 


} 1! 
at i 
be vigorously pushed ; it has had the earnest 


support and indorsement of the state library 
association and of the state federation of 
women’s clubs. 

New Bruns k(N. 7.) F. LZ. The reference- 


room has recently been refitted, with shelving, 
handsome tables and chairs, by one of the trus- 
tees, whose gift was made anonymously; it is 


now the most attractive room in the library. 


New Hampshire State L., Concerd. Ata re- 
cent meeting of the governor and council of 
New Hampshire, William D. Chandler wasa: 
pointed a trustee of the state library, vice 
Frank S. Streeter, term expired. 


t 


New Orleans, La. Fisk F. and P. LI. On 
Dec. 7 Mr. William Beer, of the Howard Memo- 
rial Library, was elected librarian of the new 
library, which it is expected will be opened to 
the public some time in January. Mrs. Culbert- 
son, the former librarian of the City Library, 
was made assistant librarian, and three assist- 
ants were appointed. The library rooms are 
now being adequately fitted up, and the work 
of arranging, cataloging, and adding to the 
books, which form the nucleus of the collec- 
tion, is being rapidly prosecuted 





New York, city lib. appropriation. The fol- 
lowing appropriations for the city libraries 
were made by the board of estimate and ap- 
propriation for the new year N. Y. Free 
Circulating Library, $50,000, an increase of 
$15,000 over the previous vear; Aguilar Li- 


brary, 20.000, an increase of S4000: Webster 
Free Library &3s00, an increase of &s00; Me- 
chanics and Tradesmen’s Library, $15,000, an 
increase of $3000; Cathedral Free Library, 
$3500; University Settlement Library.. $2000 : 
Washington Heights Librarv. $2000: Riverside 
Library, $750; Maimonides Library, $750 ; and 
St. Aenes Library, Sroo 


New Vork, Gen. S % Mechanics and Trades- 





' 
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brary site recently purchased through the 
president of the society, at 48th street and 7th 
avenue, was accepted. As the leases on the 
property bought do not expire for some time, 
the new library building will not be com- 
menced, perhaps, within the year. 

New York P. L.— Astor, Lenox, and Tilden 
Foundations. A fine collection of works of art, 
given to the Astor Library in 1890 by W. W. 
Astor, and taken from the collection of John 
Jacob Astor, was recently placed on exhibition 
at the Lenox Library. It includes Gilbert 
Stuart's portrait of Washington, Ceracchi’s bust 
of Alexander Hamilton, paintings by Meisso- 
nier, Lefebvre, Robert Fleury, and others, and 
some fine | 4 

New York State 1., Albany. Two of the 
rooms occupied by the state library have been 
taken by the senate committee on finance for 


ronzes, 





permanent use, in spite of protests made by 
the regents and Mr. Dewey at a conference on 
the subiect held Nov. 23 The library, how- 
ever, may resume occupation of the rooms in 
May, and continue it until the legislature re- 
assembles in January. The affair has been 


made the basis of an 
a building forthe in 
library. 

Newark(N. J.) P. LZ. It was decided by the 
trustees, ata meeting on Nov. 7, to engage 
Prof. A. D. F. Hamlin, professor of architect- 
ure at Columbia University, as advisory archi- 
tect of the proposed new library building. 
Prof. Hamlin’s work will 


begin at once and 
continue until the spe 





argument of the need of 
4 


e | € +} 


vidual use of the state 











fications for the new 


building have been made. He willsuggestthe 


general features on which the architects who 





will compete will be asked to base their plans. 
Already a number of prominent architects have 
asked to be notified when plans are to be sub- 
mitted. The board has also appointed a com- 
mittee to decide upon a desirable site for the 
new building 

The annual exhi 
at the library on Nov. 18. 


of art works was held 





Newark, N. Y. Ata meeting of the village 
trustees on Nov. 30 it was voted to establish a 
free public library, in accordance with the laws 
of 1892. 10 trustees were elected and a libra- 
ry organization effected, and the library wil 
probably be an established fact within a short 
time. 

Newhuryport (Mass.) P. LZ. (Rpt.) Added 
883: total 31,731. Issued, home use 38,561 (fict. 
and juv. 74.22%). New registration 540; total 
cardholders 5916. 

The work of classifying and cataloging was 
begun May 1, 1896, and by September all the 
works of fiction as well as those on New Eng- 
land history and genealogy had been arranged 
and the cards exposed for the use of the pub- 
lic. Since these departments were completed 
the work of classifying all the books before 
any further cataloging was attempted has been 
taken up, and 7033 volumes have received clas- 


men. At the December meeting the new li- | sification. 
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Ogdensburg (N. Y.) P. 1 A loa x t 
of curious and interesting relics was he nthe 

rary building on Nov. 25 and sucx ‘ 

ider the auspices of tl cal pter of 
Daug ers of the American R Its 
obi wast cure ! is r e esta s 
ment of deparment of A I n stry 
which the chapter expects t rovide 1¢ li- 
brary. 

v f Winn ihe city c nci 1 Dec. 1 
Appoints 1 « tees to assume 
charge itt he city 
Mrs. E, V. Hunewi purpose of pr 
iding and mainta lic ary af 
reading-r n I he ft ‘ ake 
it necessary tor the city to pr | ZI » % 
be used with the amount name and as this 
has not yet been | vide S nec 
sary for a board of trustees to be elected to re 
ceive the be est and take steps t I ae 
the $15,00 It will probably be two years be 
fore the project will be pertected. 





select I lience then a rned t 
the where there wa ave 
ar esby F. H. Butler fthe G. A. R 
R August Berry, G. ( ( na f the 
Stat \ n 1, and « c 
Chet ling was erect \ | ur te at 
the town ele n of Apr 189 ur tisa 
Drary and ft ria t gz ¢ one 
room the structure, known as the me ria 
room g ated ther V all the 
soldiers who w t m Pe m to the Amer 
can wars The library bi ig is located ir 
one of the most conspicuous situations in the 
town, near the church It is a modest struct- 
ure, of tasteful design, of brick, with the front 
eached neat 
ng the vestibule 
: | r he ce , 


rough the vesti 


d. On theleft 





i rugs tl 
depth of the and is lighted « 
sides The w ceilings are fres l, 
and the floor, as all the floors in the build 





ing, is of hard wood. A feature of the room is 
the collection of marble tablets on the wall 
containing in gilt the names of all residents of 
the town who have served in the wars fr 
Queen Anne's time until the rebellior The 
stack-room is provided with shelves capable of 
holding all the books the library will receive 
for many years. 


Pennsylvania, librariesin. The report of the 
state superintendent of instruction gives a brief 
review of the librariesof the state. There has 
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| 
33,451. Issued, home use 19,021; ref. use 7105; 


attendance 98,001. 

During the year the library was removed to 
new quarters on Spring street, a reading-room 
being maintained in the old rooms in the Ar- 
cade building. The library committee suggest 
the experiment of a course of lectures ‘‘ to 
bring the library into sympathetic and bene- 
ficial relation with the reading public.” 

Rome, N. Y. Jervis L. (2d rpt.— yearend- 
ing Dec. 1,'96.) Added 1178; total 11,046. Is. 
sued 42,151 (fict. 71.5 #). New registration 
1079; total card-holders 2680. Receipts $4623.29; 
expenses $4598.21. 

Miss Beach, the librarian, urges the need of 
a children’s room, and speaks of the difficulty 
of providing adequately for the large number 
of children who use the library in constantly 
increasing force. More books are also needed. 
One home library has been established through 
the generosity of a library friend, and is now 
in successful use. 

St. Louis ( Mo.) P. L. The wedding of Miss 


Nellie McCreary, of the cataloging department | 


of the library, was celebrated on the even- 
ing of Nov. 28, at the cattery (known to unsci- 
entific minds as the catalog-room), where a cat- 
feast was given, partly in sorrow, partly in 
honor of Miss McCreary, who was about to 
desert the glorious ranks of Catdom and be- 
come plain Mrs. J]. W. De Laughter. At five 
p.m. sharp the chief cat had given the signal, 

Come, put your work away, 

For now's the time for play 


And promptly accession-book, shelf lists, and 
catalog cards vanished, desks were closed and 
typewriters extinguished, and those who a 
few minutes before were dignified and indus- 
trious cats had suddenly become bustling and 
important housewives, bent upon preparing a 
feast worthy the occasion. For once order 
cards were of less importance than menu cards, 
and the question of how to get the dear little 
ice-cream cats out of the moulds without injur- 
ing their sweet little noses was of more interest 
than the nicest question of classification would 
have been. 

By seven o'clock the room had been changed 
to a real banquet-hall, the table spread with 
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Though it is not generally known that the 
feline tribe aspire to mount the winged Pegasus, 
yet this occasion inspired no less than three 
poetical mews and a prose chronicle of the 
origin of the banquet. Miss McCreary went to 
her southern home not only “‘ trailing clouds of 
glory”’ but also good wishes and amateur 
poetry. Taken as a class the cats proved 
themselves admirable hostesses and ‘‘ good 
providers,” and Mr. Crunden’s amiable wish 
that the banquet, though not the occasion, be 
frequently repeated, is echoed, with private 
reservations, by each individual cat. 


Salem (O.) P. ZL. The library now contains 
1400 v. In the short time it has been open the 
circulation has steadily increased, and the list 
of stockholders and subscribers now numbers 
108, It is open on Wednesday and Saturday 
alternoons. 


Seattle (Wash.) P. LZ. At a recent council 
meeting it was decided to allow the library an 
additional appropriation of $3000 for the new 
year. This will give it an income of about 
PII,OOO. 


Shreveport (La.) L. A. Added 228; total 836. 
Issued 4712. Receipts $268.60; expenses 
$174.02. There are 218 members. 


South Norwalk (Ct.) P. ZL. An exhibition il- 
lustrating the oyster industry and the natural 
history of the bivalve was held at the public 
library early in December and proved to be of 
general public interest. Itconsisted of the col- 
lection of David C, Sanford, engineer of the 
State Shellfish Commission, and was displayed 
in a series of cases in the art-room. Popular 
talks on oyster culture were also delivered by 
Mr. Sanford. Shortly after the exhibit the col- 
lection was taken by Mr. Sanford to Germany, 
where the government is trying to revive the 
oyster industry. 

Terre Haute(/nd.) P.L. The library opened 
a month or so ago in its new and attractive 
quarters, formerly the property of the Unita- 
rian church. The building cost originally 


| $6000, and $3000 has been spent in alterations 
| and improvement; it is not intended as a per- 


fine linen and dainty china, and a profusion of 


flowers everywhere 12 covers had been laid, | 


each being marked by a place card containing 
pictures of a cat, and a few lines of verse clev- 
erly adapted to fit position or fad of the indi- 
vidual. Mr. Crunden’s card represented a big 
black cat with the lines 

* Why should I long the flock to keep 

Who lost my heart while I preserved my sheep?” 

and that of the bride to be — the deserting cat 

an owl and pussy cat in a pea-green boat 
with 


“ Oh, lovely pussy, pussy, my love, 


Oh, let us be married, too long we have tarried.” 
These were the work of an office cat who 
purred gratefully under the praises showered 
upon her. 





manent home, but to serve until an entirely 
new building can be erected. 


Washington, D. C. At a meeting of the 
centre council of the Civic Centre on Nov. 27, 
Miss Clark, from the committee on adult edu- 
cation, reported that the home library com- 
mittee had started the plan of establishing 
home libraries in those sections of the city 
remote from access to the free library. One 
library is already under way, and it is hoped to 
get others ready in a short time. A visitor 
from the central committee superintends the 
distribution of the books. 


Washington (D. C.) P. LZ. The district 
commissioners have presented an estimate for 
an appropriation of $8300 for the support of 
the library in compliance with the law passed 
in May last (see L. J., 21:298—299). This is 
the first estimate made for the purpose, and it 
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congressional sanction. 
[he amount for rather inade- 
quate when it is considered that th¢ library is 
but poorly supplied with books, nearly all of 
which have been given to it, and that its field 
of work is just opening and should have hearty 
support. 

Wisconsin St fist. S 
44th annual meeting of the society was hel 
Dec. 10, and the report of the secretary, R. G. 
Thwaite, presented. he ons of 
the year were 5247 books, 3755 pm., giving a 
total of of which 66%, or 5817 were gifts. 
** The fiscal year just closed, has been for the 
society a progress. Although 
seriously hampered for the accessions 
have, in most departments, been customarily 
large; public interest in our work is becoming 
more manifest; the new home for the society, 
l led for by the legislature of 
1895, is in course of construction, and bids fair 
to meet our most Sanguine ¢ xpectations; and 


there is every reason to hope that we shall be 


has not yet received 


asked seems 


L., Madison. The 


was access 


yoO2 








season of quiet i 





funds, 





so generously provi 


enabled to remove our collections thither about 
two years hence — perhaps to hold our 46th 
annual meeting within its walls.” 


Wisconsin Travelling 1 F, A. Hutchins, of 
the Wisconsin Library Commission, contributed 
an interesting account of the the 
travelling libraries established by Senator Stout, 
of that state, to the Milwaukee 5S 
Sunday, Dec. 13. The article has been reprint- 
ed in pamphlet form by the commi 
a striking demonstration of the good that has 
been accomplished by these libraries in the 
more remote rural communities of the state. 


success of 
ntinel of 


ssion, It 


PCT AS 
I RK i v. 


nF £ 
lending 1. 539; total 17, 
(fict. 66.22%); no. b 


l. 209; total 17,242 


Belfast (Ih rot.) Added, 
issued 183,145 
Added, ref 


issued 55,062; no. 


(Sth 
123 


rrowers 6359. 


readers 


23,056. The visitors to the news-room are es- 
timated at 1,108,083, the highest ever re- 
corded; the art gallery and museum were 


visited by 393,944 persons. 


Bradford( Eng.) P. FL (26th rpt.) Added 





5693; total 81,621. Issued 595,234(fict. 478, »), 
of which 76,697 were used inthe ref. 1. Visits 
954,835, a net increase of 25,657 over the pre 


vious year (includes visits to art gallery and 
museum). Total borrowers 10,912. These sta- 
tistics are for the central circulating and refer- 
ence libraries and for the seven branches 

[The reference collection of books on useful 
arts has beencataloged according tothe Dewey 
classification. 


Leipsig, Germany, Gustav Fock, of Leipzig, 
announces that he has become agent for the 
sale of two important private libraries —that 
of the late Prof. von Kekule, of the University 
of Bonn, and that of the late Prof. Heinrich 
Brunn, of Munich. The Kekule collection is 
devoted almost wholly to science, and includes 
complete sets of nearly all the scientific jour- 
nals, transactions, etc.; it comprises about 
18,000 volumes, dissertations, and pamphlets, 
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most of which are bour and is rich in the 
alchemist works of earlier centuries The 
collection is valued at 32,000 marks The 
Brunn library is a valuable collection of works 
relating to archa gy, including many valua 
le serial sets One its special features are 
the 1 lumes in which are gathered the 

any small essays, reports, dissertations, etc. 
which afforded Prof. Brunn much of his working 
material. The collection is priced at 14,000 
marks. 

War (# rf 4 j4th rpt Add 
ed 9055; total 2 14 (ref. l. 107,44 Issued 
home e 975,616 t 04); ref. use 41 149 
No. borrowers 4 89 Visits to news-rooms 
4,259.574. Sunday use, ref. 12,221; news-root 
and juv. 1 ns I Che library ‘* plant 
ncludes, besides the ain reference rary, 1! 
lending libraries and four reading-rooms, with 
which the 15 news-rcon ire connected 

‘* The most notable incident in the history of 
the libraries during the past year has been the 
lecision of the House of Lords in the appeal 
of your committee against the assessment of 
the libraries to income tax. This important 
case began in Oct., 1593, with an ineffectual 


appeal to the Manchester income tax commis 





sioners. Further appeals were dismissed by 
the queen's bench division in Nov., 1894, and 
y the court of appeal in Jan., 1595, and then 
your committee resolved to carry use to 
the House of Lords, which, on 1896, 
reversed, with costs, the ] f the 
courts below This lgment t only 
the Manchester public libraries, whole 
of such institutions throughout the country, 
and the committee have received warm thanks 
for their action from several corporations and 
from the library ass« ation he committee 


acknowledged with gratitude the assistance of 
23 library 


authorities who 





contributed sums 
varying from to a guarantee fund for 
the expenses of the last appeal.” 


Gifts and Bequests. 


Bangor ( Me.) P. L. 


By the will of Augustus 


D. Manson, of Bangor, the library is be- 
queathed $10,000 for a new building 
B. of. f rhe sum of $10 » has been 


giventothelibrary by Mi ‘ictorienne [Thomas 
Artz, of Chicago, for 
what shall be known as 
morial collection, to consist of rare editions of 
verse or prose by American or foreign authors 
it may also include mss. 


Ford City, Pa. 


a wealthy manufacturer 


establishment of 
Longfellow me- 





the 


On Nov. 21, Capt. John Ford, 


ind founder of Ford 


City, announced that he intended to erect a li 
brary and opera-house in Ford City for the use 
of the public Phe estimated cost of the build- 
ing will be about $30,000, and the giver plans 
to stock the library with about 25,000 v. 


Miss 
be- 


Linwood, O. By the will of the late 
Ferris, of Linwood, that t 


wn is 

























































queathed the large ‘‘ Ferris homestead "’ tract 
of land, on which is a fine residence, to be used 
for the purposes of a free public library, to be 
called ‘* [he Joseph Ferris Memorial Library.” 
rhe exact value of the bequest has not yet been 
made public. 


Paulina, Jowa, By the will of the late F. 


G. Frothingham, of Boston, the town of Zaulina 
receives $1500 fora public library, and $500 for 
the purchase of books, provided the town will 


furnish a site. 


Princeton Univ. LZ. It was announced on 
Dec, 14 that Junius S. Morgan, of New York 
City, had given to the library his fine collection 
of early editions of Virgil, valued at about 
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ping the edges with gum, inserting it in place 
and pressing the pages between bits of paper, 


| to be afterwards pulled gently away; but if a 


$50,000, The collection will be placed in the 
library as soon as the new building is com- | 
pleted. 

Stoughton, Mass. By the will of the late 
Henry L. Pierce, of Boston, the town of 


Stoughton is to receive $25,000 for books fora 


free public library. 


Tilden bequests, On Dec. 23 Judge Beekman, 
of the Supreme Court, rendered a decision in 
the protracted Tilden will case, that declares in- 
valid the clause in Mr. Tilden’s will providing 
for the establishment of free libraries at New 
Lebanon and at Yonkers. The decision states 
that ‘‘ No time is specified within which the 


trusts are to be executed, and the law is well 


settled that in the case of a charitable trust 
such a limitation is indispensable to their 
validity. These attempted dispositions are 


therefore void, and the executors and trustees 
rest under no duty with respect to them.” 
fund created for the purpose will now revert to 
the heirs. 


Practical Notes. 


MENDING BOOKS. — In the process lectures on 
bookbinding delivered before the Pratt Insti- 
tute Library School, Miss Evelyn Nordhoff 
illustrated practically several methods of mend- 
ing torn or perforated pages. In rebinding, 
the holes made in the fold of the sheet by the 
stitches or saw-marks of the former binding 
were so repaired as to be almostimperceptible. 
A bit of paper, as nearly as possible of the 
same texture as the page, was split, lightly 
touched with gum, and laid over the hole. 
rhe splitting of the paper made it almost as 
light as tissue, while it left a rough surface to 
catch and hold the gum much more satisfactor- 
ily than does the tissue usually used. 
ordinary tear inthe edge of a page was mended 
by tipping the torn edges lightly with gum, 
joining them together and pressing them be- 
tween separate bits of paper similar in texture. 
After these had adhered to the mended page 
they were gently torn away, leaving a suffi- 
cient film behind them to firmly secure to the 
joined edges. A page from the edge wf which 
a piece had been torn out required a little differ- 
ent treatment. If it were possible to find the 
missing bit, it might be inserted by lightly tip- 


The | 


An } 





| accurate. 


new piece had to be put in, the method adopted 
was to trace lightly on a bit of paper similar in 
quality to the page to be repaired the outline 
of the tear, and then to tear the paper in the 
desired shape. The tearing gives the neces- 
sary roughened bevel edge, and the bit is then 
inserted in the manner previously described. 


ADHESIVE PAPER. — Gaylord Bros., of Syra- 
cuse, N. Y., have recently put upon the market 
an ‘‘ Adhesive parchment paper,” specially in- 
tended for library use in repairing torn pages 
of books, magazines, or sheet music. The 
paper possesses much tensile strength, and its 
transparency allows the torn page to be easily 
read after it has been mended. It is partic- 
ularly useful for repairing school-books, and 
should be welcome in the circulating divis- 
ion of libraries, especially for popular fiction, 
where the more costly or tedious methods of 
repairing are out of the question. Samples 
may be obtained of the manufacturers, P. O. 
box 493, Syracuse, N. Y. 


LIBRARY-STACK. (Described in Oficial Gazette of 
\ 


the U. S. Patent Office, Nov. 3, 1896. 77: 
723). il. 

Librarians. 
Beer, William, librarian of the Howard 


Memorial Library, of New Orleans, was on 
Dec. 7 elected librarian of the new Fisk Free 
Public Library of that city, which is to be 
opened this month. Mr. Beer is well known 
as an effective worker, and he has brought the 
Howard Library into the front rank among 
the reference libraries of the country. His ap- 
pointment will not interfere with his direction 
of that library, but he will now act as librarian 
of the two institutions. Mr. Beer has been en- 
thusiastic in his support of the free library 
since it was first planned a year or so ago, and 
he had been acting as adviser to the directors 
since the passage of the city ordinance in Sep- 
tember last, transferring direct control of the 
library and its fundsto them. He advocates 
the close co-operation of the Howard and the 
Fisk libraries, the former serving as a refer- 
ence the latter as a circulating library, and he 
will undoubtedly make the new institution an 
important factor in the educational develop- 
ment of the city. 


Boyp, Mrs. L. J., was on Dec. 4 appointed 
librarian of the Harlem Library of New York 
City. 

Browne, Miss Nina E. The recent state- 
ment in these columns that Miss Browne had 
severed her connection with the Library Bureau 
to take charge of the cataloging work of the 
A. L. A. Publishing Section was not wholly 
Miss Browne while acting as cata- 
leger for the Publishing Section is also retained 
by the Library Bureau as consulting librarian. 
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CRUNDEN, Frederick M., of the St. I 
Public Library, has accepted the invitation of 
the New York State Library School Alu 
Association to deliver the annual association 
lecture at the New York State Library School 
this spring. Mr. Crunden was the unanimous 
choice of the executive committee of the Ass« 
ciation, which selects the lecturer each year 
and it was a matter of general congratulati 
that he was able to accept the invitation 

Curry, Miss Harriet 7 an of the 
East Liverpool (O.) City Library ed on Nov. 
18, of typhoid fever. Miss Curry had been a 
teacher in the public schools of East Li 
pool for several years before she became li- 
brarian. 











De LAUGHTER—McCREARY. Marries 
lanta, Ga., Dec. 2, 1892, Mr. J. W. De 
ter, of Charlotte, N. C., and Miss 
McCreary, late assistant cataloger at 
Louis Public Library. 





} 


Dortcu, Miss Ellen, formally entered the 
field as a candidate for the office of state libra 
rian of Georgia on Dec. 11, when the bill ma! 
ing women eligible to that position passed 
state senate by a vote of 29 to 5; on Dec. 3 it 
passed the house by a vote of IIS t 20. The 





bill was introduced largely through her in- 
fluence, and strong pressure is now being used 
to insure her appointment Miss Dortch is 
now assistant state librarian. After the pas- 
sage of the bill Miss Dortch issued an address 
people of Georgia,” through 


of thanks ‘‘ Tothe 


the local press. 


EpWARDs, Mrs. Jennie, widow of the late 
Major John N. Edwards, has been appointed 
state librarian of Missouri for a term of six 


years, succeeding W. J. Zevely, resigned. 


GROVER, Rev. J. L., librarian of the Colum- 
bus (O.) Public Library, celebrated his ortst 
birthday on Dec. 12. Mr. Grover was former- 
ly in the ministry of the Methodist church, but 
has been librarian of the Columbus Library 
for over 20 years. He is in excellent health 
and is at his desk in the library every day 
His wife, who is six years his junior, is still 
living. 


HorrMan, Charles W., for many years libra- 
rian of the law department of the Congressional 
Library, died at his home in frederick, Md., 
on December 28. Mr. Hoffman, who was 67 
years of age at the time of his death, was ap- 
pointed law librarian of the Congressional Li- 
brary by Mr. Spofford in 1878. He was a 
lawyer, and an intimate friend of Justice Field, 
Judge Morris, Dr. Toner, and other well-known 
residents of Washington Mr. Hoffman was 
a distinguished linguist. He retired from the 
library some vears ago on account of ill health; 
e was unmarried and leaves an estate of about 


ee 


», 000 
’ 


1 


Howe .i., A a was on Nov. 20 elected |! 
brarian of the Iowa City (Ia.) Public Library, 
which was but recently established. 
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MARVIN, Miss Mabel, who was in tl \r- 
t ir Institute library class from 15 6, has 
eft the libs staff of Armour Institute to ae 
epta sit s assistant cataloger in the St 
l s P Library. 

M 1EW W P M.D., was n Oct I 
elected stat rarian of Cal rnia, succeed 
ng the late W. D. Perkins Dr. Mathews was 
born in Virgir n 1843, and was cated at 
Georgetown ( egea the U ersity of Vir- 
ginia He came to Califort nis and set- 
tled at T ama, where he entered upon the 
practice of me ne, wl ¢ tion he fol 
lowed successfully for 1 years. He served 
in the legislature during the sessions of 188 
1881, 1557, 188 ind 1893, representing Tehama 
and Colusa ties le} a ntya 1 Te 
hama and Trinity « nties Iw years ag 
he accepted the tion of stant rarian 
f the state library at the re vest of his friend, 
Mr. Perkins His elec n was unin son 
the part of the t tees N hange n the 
er nnel of the library staff will be ade 
MILLI ex, Col. John, for eight years past 
state librarian of Georgia, has issued a state 
ment to the local press, brie giving his rec 
ord as head of the state library and enclosing 
several letters or the san e sult ect tron we 
known law-book publishers. Col. Milledge’s 
term of office expires this year, and tl ap- 
pointment will be made next summer for the 
period of four years There are already about 





half a dozen candidates for the « 


Murpock, John, has been appointed in 
charge of the scientific department at the Bos- 
ton Public Library. Mr. Murdock, who was 
formerly connected with the Smithsonian Ir 


stitution, isa graduate of Harvard (class of 





73): he is well known as a scientist in 
accomplished linguist. 


Noyes, Miss Marcia C., on Nov. 16 began 
her duties as librarian of the library of the 
Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of Mary 
land This library is in Baltimore and con- 
tains some 10,000 volumes Since ) 
Miss Noyes had been in the service of the 
Enoch Pratt Free Library. 

SHARP, Miss Katharine L., director of the 


department of 
tute, delivered a course of library extension 
lectures at Cleveland, O., Dec. 10-24 This 


yurse was the first one given under the uni- 
| 
] 


rary economy, Armour Insti- 


rersity extension division of the University of 


\ y 
Lhicago, and is the result of the work of the 
I 

] 


fureau of Information of the Illinois State 
‘brary Associatior 





WELLMAN, Hiller C., formerly assistant 
librarian at the Boston Athenaun has been 
ippointed superintendent of branch libraries 
ind stations of the Boston Pul Library 
The position is a newly-created one and should 
be effective in extending the usefulness of the 
library in this direction. There are now 1 
branches, four reading-rooms, 11 delivery 





stations, and 1§ fire companies that have books 
delivered to them 
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Cataloging and Classification. 


BINGHAMTON (NW. Y.) City Scnoor L. First 
supplement to the finding list. December, 
1590. 24 p- 

A decimal class list, with author and title 
fiction list. 

—— Catalogue of works on pedagogy in the 
library. 4p. 


Books or 1896. The /ndependent of Nov. 19 
devotes nearly six pages toa classified list of 
the best books of the year. Publisher and 
price of each work is given, together with a 
brief description of its contents. 


The Boston ATHENUM will shortly publish 
a catalog of its collection of books from the li- 
brary of George Washington, compiled by A. 
P. C. Griffin. The collection comprises some 
300 volumes, purchased from Henry Stevens 
in 1848 for $3800, which was subscribed forthe 
purpose by about 70 residents of Boston, Cam- 
bridge, and Salem. Mr. Griffin has made care- 
ful examination of all of Washington's letters 


| 


in the State Department at Washington and | 


elsewhere, and has extracted all available in- 
formation relating to his books, and anno- 
tations including this data will form a useful 
feature of the catalog. In addition to the 
books owned by Washington, the catalog will 
include a number of other volumes belonging 
to the Washington family, andthe Athenzum's 
large collection of Washingtoniana. In anap- 
pendix will be given the list. of Washington's 
books, as shown by the appraiser's inventory 
filed inthe Orphans’ Court of Fairfax County, 
Va. This list records about tooo, and includes 
nearly all the books in the Athenzum collec- 
tion. Any informat'on regarding the present 
ownership of the other volumes shown on the 
list will be gladly received by W. C. Lane, li- 
brarian of the Athenzum, Boston. 


The CLEVELAND (O.) P. L. has issued two 
excellent little reference lists on Thanksgiving 
day and on Christmas, compiled by Margaret 
G. Pierce. The latter is especially full and 
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cinnati, from Sept. 1, 1895, to Sept. 1, 1896, 
with the prices realized. [vol. 2.] New 
York, Dodd, Mead & Co., 1806. 

7411 items are included in this second vol- 
ume, whichis an improvement in arrangement 
over the first. The book is of great usefulness 
to all who buy second-hand books. 


The MERCANTILE L. OF PHILADELPHIA, in its 
Bulletin for Oct., 1896, lists the accessions from 
July to October and contains a two-page list 
of ‘*‘ Reading notes on King Arthur and the 
Arthurian legends,” by John Edmands, and a 
short list of books for sale by the library. 


MILWAUKEE (Wis.) P. L. Finding list of the 
circulating department; compiled by Agnes 
Van Valkenburgh. May, 1896. 390 p. I. O. 
Contains all books in the circulating depart 

ment to May 1, 1896. A title-a-line author 

list, abbreviated to the utmost simplicity 

Entries are made under real names, with ref- 

erences from pseudonyms. A compact and 

easily-handled list. 
The New Beprorp (J/ass.) F. P. L. Bulletin 


for December contains reference list no. 16 on 


| Christmas; list no. 15, in the November issue, 


well selected, being a reprint, with additions, | 


of the list published in the December number 
of the ‘‘ Cumulative index.” 


Drexet Institute (PAi/a.) L, Reference list | 


no. 3, December, 1896. Decoration and de- 

sign. 38 p.O. 

A well-arranged classed list; most“of the 
books listed are annotated. 

INTERNATIONAL CATALOGING. In the E£i/ec- 
trician (London) of Oct. 30, 1896, M. Walton 
Brown urges the importance of an international 
catalog of applied-science literature. He sug- 
gests a conference of technical societies to con- 
sider the question. 

LiviInGsToN, Luther S., comp. American book- 
prices current: a record of books, manu- 
scripts, and autographs sold at auction in 
New York, Boston, Philadelphia, and Cin- 


is on Municipal government. 


The Ostrernout F. L. (Wilkes-Barre, Pa.) 
Newsletter for December contains a short 
Christmas reading list, and the first of a series 
of ‘‘ Historical and descriptive readt g lists,” 
covering English history. The November 
number contained an interesting reading list 
on Normandy and Brittany. 


The PATERSON (XV. /.) F. P. L. issued in No- 
vember the first number of a monthly bulletin, 
to be sold at one cent a copy, which in paper, 
printing, and make-up is one of the most attrac- 
tive library bulletins issued. The first number 
is a small square 54 p. pamphlet, with a view 
of the Boston Public Library as frontispiece; 
several pages are given to miscellaneous libra- 
ry notes, and the list of new books is followed 
by a special list of books on money, bimetal- 
lism, banking, etc. 


The Provipence (4. /.) P. L. Aulletin for 
Dec., 1896, contains an extremely interesting 
reference list (no. 38) on William Morris; refer- 
ence list 39, on ‘‘ Proportional representation 
and analogous measures”’; and a useful list of 
the reference lists issued during 1895 and 1806. 
It has also three ‘‘ special catalogues": 7, Va- 
cancies in sets of serials; 8, Providence Athe- 
nzum additions in 1895; and 9, Brown Univer- 


| sity Library additions in 1896. 





The Sr. Louis (4/e.) F. P. L. Monthly Awlietin 
for December continues its ‘‘ Catalog of Eng- 
l'sh prose fiction” from W to Y, 

The SALEM (Mass.) P. L. Aulletin for Novem- 
ber contains reading lists on the Rossettis and 
on William Morris. 

ScRANTON (Pa.) P. L. Bulletin no. 6: Addi- 
tions from July to December, 1896. 
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, SEATTLE (Wash.) P. L. Bulletin, vol. 1, no. 1, Ferguson, L: Aloysius (Electrical engineer 
; Nov. 1896. 4 p. ng int od rn central stations é 
It is pleasant to note that Seattle has come Fort of E: Howe, and Fernald, C: H: (The 
into the ranks of the libraries that bring their ®&*2%) ; aie mil — are 
contents and their work regularly before the er o = , e - _ bm rein os 
public, and we trust this modest bulletin will °°"! ae ai nea em, ar — SUP] y 
prove a successful venture. Beginning in this Hat 4 Alf “-e ae “ey a “ei 
first (November)numberand continuing month-| ,), ee Sr 7 ove 
ly it is planned to publish a classed supplement gol Wiles. Mi ose —- a 
to the last printed catalog, covering books PP to : -* . : 
added up to Nov. 1, 1896 rhe firstinstalment  ~ H sia i —- pres 
covers Fiction, from A. to E. erron, wv: Va - Be ca tne ; 
Holmes, G Lord . Re 
The SoMERVILLE (Mass.) P. L. Bulletin for | port on larmsa 
January has special reading lists on the Brown- Law, James D Dreat me, and otl 
ings, and on Fairy-tales, mythology, and folk- | ©™ poems 
lore; the number for December had lists on Lewis, |]: B " Bon rh, C: Carroll 
New England and Joan of Arc, and in the No- | (Stratagems and conspiracies to defrau ‘ 
vember issue the lists related to ‘‘ Municipal | NSurance mpanies 
government” and ‘‘ Our country.” Loase, J: I rt ! str of th 
English language as itisina il speech 
The SPRINGFIELD (Mass.) City L. A. Bulletin McMahor Joseph H: (A list of the most 
for December contains a short selected list of | important Cat! c works of the world 
‘** Christmas reading.” Niswander. Frank | sh (Ground erels 


SwWANsEA (Mass.) F. P. L. Catalogue. Fall | pook of ophthaln vy 
River, r8of 32 p. O. O'Donnell, lames H: (Liturgy for the laity 
Silberstein. Solomon | seph The disc] ures 


Classified on the Cutter expansive system . 7 
Made very clear and easy to use by a liberal al. | Of the universal mysteries 





lowance of headings. History and Ge: graphy Smith, H: Harrison (All the rey one on 
are fully divided; the other classes hardly at | tional conventions, ¢fc.) 
all, yet sufficiently. The library is a very Teggart, F: J: (Catalogue of the Hopkins 
small one, open only on Saturday afternoons | failway library 
and evenings, two hours each z 
Bibliografn. 
CH VGED TITLE fa eS 
‘* New Jersey: from the discovery of Sche Browninc. Robert In the fthenaum of 
yichbi to recent times,” by Frank R. Stockton Nov. 2 se continues the t ography 
is published by D. Ay pleton & Co 1 Sof af the f Brownir [his inst 
(Stories from American History.) Stories | ment is d t Collected editions and se 
of New Jersey,” by Frank R. Stockton, is pub lection 
lished by the American Book Co., 180 Ex- | 
CYANIDE } References t recent liter 


cept in their title-pages the text in these tw: 
books is precisely the same, printed from tt 


same p/ates. There may be some good reason hoff. (In A/ining and Sctent Press,V.7 
for misleading the bookbuying public in this p. 441, Nov. 28, 1806 
way into buying two copies of the same work . . t t 
but i . P tee DEBRA Br re W Du ‘ 
jut in this case, at ieast one admirer of Stock ‘ 

: ] Ip} , ’ ; t 
ton has lost much of his respect for him asa Ringwalt, Ra Curtis Bric 0 
man in his permitting such an imposition on debate on current political, econon ind 
the public. S: H.R social topics. With an introduction by Al- 


bert Bushnell Hart. New York, Longmans 





. 1 , . >: ; . = af 00 Can. 2 . 
faylor, Joseph Richard, translator f ** Cay Green & Co., 1896. D. $1.25 
tives of Plautus,” Boston, 18of i } 
. : , . ‘ 7s briefs are presented, together with the 
Fiske, Thomas Scott, author of Chapter6in , por } le of the t 
. . : ‘ t est references ¢ ear side ) t questi 
Merriam and Woodford's ‘‘ Higher math at ; 1) a 
: re i , here is also a short bibliography of debating 
ics,’"”’ New York, 1806. 
Woodward, Robert Simpson, auther of Chay FINF AE A bibliography of fine arts, to 
r t 
ter 10 in same book. W: J. ] comprise nearly 1000 annotated titles, will be 
7 . 2 published early in February by the Library 
The following are upplied by Harvard College Library Bureau. Bostor Russell Sturgis om dent f 


. 
Ballmann, |: W:(The presidential cam; the Fine Art Federation of New York, con- 
I 





Cochrane, Clark Betton (Songs fromthe gran- tributes a selection from the literature of the 
ite hills of New Hampshire) graphic and plastic art: Henry E. Krehbie 


Dalton, Joseph Grinnell (The spherical basis musical editor of the New York 7ri/ume, fur , 
of astrology): nishes the department of must Both cor 
Fairchild, Edwin Milton (The function of  tributors are among the foremost criti n the 


the church) 
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forthcoming bibliography they place at the ser- 
vice of booksellers, librarians, readers, and 
students the results of a life-long study of fine 
art and its literature. 

LAKES Ertg, HuRON, AND MICHIGAN. The 
Wisconsin State Historical Society is to pub- 
lish in its next report the bibliography of Lakes 
Erie, Huron, and Michigan, which was pre- 
pared by Miss Margaret Mann on the comple- 
tion of the two years’ course in the Armour 
Institute library class. 


MILITARY SCIENCE. Sources of information on 
military professional subjects: a classifica- 
tion list of books and publications. Wash., 
Gov. Print. Office, 1896. 4°, 109 p. (War 
Dept.,) Adjutant-General’s Office. [Publica- 
tion] No. 10. 


MONTENEGRO. Tenneroni, Annibale. Per la 
bibliografia del Montenegro. (/n Za Vita 
/taliana, Oct. 25, 1896, p. 457 — 462.) 

Music. Matthew, Ja. E. The literature of 
music. New York, A.C. Armstrong & Son, 
n.d. (The book-lover's library.) ro + 281 p. 
16°. $1.25. 

In his preface the author states the object of 
this book to be ‘‘to assist the inquirer in his 
search for the most useful works in the princi- 
pal departments of musical literature, and at 
the same time to give some account of such 
books as are of interest, either for their curi- 
osity, for their scarceness, or for the important 
influence they may have exercised in a past 
age.” The opening chapter discusses the 
literature of ancient music ; the closing one the 
bibliography of music. The first bibliography 
of music known to the author was begun in 1762 
and completed in 1767. Since then the ‘‘ books 
which are no books,” relating to music, have 
grown to considerable numbers. Other chap- 
ters discuss dictionaries of music, the litera- 
ture of sacred music, of the opera, of musical 
instruments, etc. 


NULLIFICATION. Houston, David Franklin. 
A critical study of nullification in South 
Carolina. N. Y., Longmans, Green & Co., 
1896. (Harvard hist. studies, v. 3.) Net, $1.25. 

_ There is a five-page bibliography of nullifica- 

tion. 

PAPAL ABSOLUTISM. Vincent, Marvin R. The 
age of Hildebrand. New York, The Christian 
Literature Co., 1896. 12°, $1.50. 

Contains eight pages of bibliography. 


SLAVE TRADE. Du Bois, W. E. Burghardt. 
The suppression of the African slave trade 
to the United States of America, 1638 -— 1870 
New York, Longmans, Green & Co., 1896. 
(Harvard hist. studies, vol. 1.) Net, $1.50. 


Pages 299 —- 325 contain a bibliography of the 
subject. 


TAILORING. Select documents illustrating the 
history of trade unionism: I., The tailoring 
trade; ed. with an introd. by F. W. Galton. 
London, Longmans, Green & Co., 1896. $1.50. 
Pages 224-237 are given to a bibliography of 

the subject. The reference numbers are added 

for the works that may be found in the library 
of the British Museum. 


WomeEN. Vol. 1 of the recently issued report 
of the U. S. Commissioner of Education for 
1894-95 contains a 6-p. bibliography of** select- 
ed books and articles on woman's development.” 

INDEXES. 

The *‘ CUMULATIVE INDEX” for December con- 
tains an excellent reading list on Christmas,com- 
piled by Margaret G. Pierce and covering six 
pages. In this number the plan for the new 
year is briefly outlined. During 1897 the num- 
ber of magazines indexed will be increased 
to 100, of which 75 will be included from month 
to month, the remaining 25 to be indexe: nce 
for the whole year in the December or final 
number; speciafly timely articles will, however, 
be included inthe monthly issues. The bibliog- 
raphies on current topics, prepared for the 
Cleveland Public Library, will also be published 
from time to time in the index, and upon ap- 
plication subscribers will be furnished with 
reference lists on any subject not published, 
postage only being charged. For 1897 the sub- 
scription price is $5, to be paid at any time 
before the issue of the July number. 


CorrRecTION. Poole, r882ed. ‘‘Pressensé, Ed- 
mond de,” comes before “‘ Present” on p. 1047. 
Should follow ‘‘ Press” on p. 1049. Poole, tst 
Suppl., 1882-87, p. 98. Entry ‘‘ Confucianism, 
etc.” New Enz. read v. 45 for 46.—A. E. 
WHITAKER, 


Anonpms and Psendonnms. 


** Socio-economic mythes and mythe-makers, 

by Yours truly,” is by Dr. H. Augusta Kimball. 
N. E. B. 

Can any one tell who ‘‘ Midlnir”(Naut-eos) 
is, author of ‘‘ Poems.” Aberystwith, 1860. 
60 p.?— A. E. WHITAKER. 

**The three homes,” by F: W: Farrar, pub- 
lished by E. P. Dutton & Co., 1896, was orig- 
inally published in 1873 under the pseudonym 
‘*F. T. L. Hope,” which Dean Farrar now 
says stood in his mind for the words ‘‘ Faintly 
trust the larger hope.” — Pub. Weekly, Dec. 
19, "96. 

PSEUDONYMOUS ENTRIES.— A _  correspond- 
ent writes ‘It has been reported that the 
‘Duchess’ (Mrs. Hungerford) has sold her 
pseudonym, and that the books now being is- 
sued by the ‘ Duchess’ are really written by 
another person than Mrs. Hungerford. If this 
is so, are not those libraries entering books 
under the real name rather than under the 
pseudonym giving false information? This is 
simply a straw in favor of using the pseudonym 


| when the author persists in using one.” 
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IMPERFECT SETS. 


1 


Recognizing the importance of periodical literature in modern libraries, THE 
Boston Book Company established its Library Department with the idea that a 
definite service could be rendered overworked librarians by an intelligent effort to 
supply them with sets of periodicals and Society transactions did/iographically com- 
plete and materially per feet. 

Under the old method, librarians were forced to buy such sets or parts of sets 
as appeared on booksellers’ catalogues, or were privately offered to them, taking 
their chances as to the completeness or perfectness of the sets. Before the publica- 
tion of “ Poole’s Index” the shortcomings of such a mode of purchase were not 
apparent, because the deficiencies in sets so bought were not brought to special 
notice ; but in these days of thorough indexing the constant showing up of tanta- 
lizing defects obliges the conscientious librarian to assume the labor of collation, and 
the subsequent vexatious time and money cost involved in trying to make the 
defects good. 

It is exactly this burdensome and wasteful labor which THe Boston Book 
Company has endeavored to save librarians, by supplying only sets which have 
passed through the hands of a conscientious and carefully trained staff of collators 

We find, however, that some librarians still prefer to buy sets by the old 
method, and to such librarians we wish to make it known, that while we consider 
our method the economical and preferable one to libraries in the end, we are entirely 
willing to sell uncollated sets to such as prefer to buy them. 
We have always a great many uncollated sets on hand (because conscientious 
collation is a tedious and time-consuming work) and we can offer them as cheaply 
as any other dealers. In such cases we will make an offer of the volumes actually 
on hand, but will not undertake that every page, title-page, index, supplement, 
appendix, plate, or map is supplied, as we do ordinarily. 

Tre Boston Book Company only asks that a fair comparison of price and 
quality be made, and is perfectly willing to sell to librarians on any method they 


may prefer. 


Remainder Stock of Poole Sets. 


We have bound up for libraries a few sets of two periodicals that are to be 
included in the next supplement to “ Poole’s Index,” viz.: 

‘The Law Quarterly Review,” of London, 12 vols., cloth, $30.00 (regular 
price in law sheep, $48.00, we¢); and ‘* The Juridical Review,’’ of Edinburgh, 
7 vols., cloth, $24.50 (regular price in law sheep, $33.25, ef). 

This special price for cloth sets applies only to our stock now on hand. 

These two sets are recommended to the attention of librarians of General 
Libraries. Sample numbers will be sent on application. 


THE BOSTON BOOK CO., 


154s Beacon Street, > - BOSTON, MASS. 
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"RES DOCCASION 
LIVER 
En vente a la Librairie H. WELTER 
PARIS —59, RUE BONAPARTE, 59-—-PARIS 


intiquités mexicaines, publ par Warden. 2 vol. in-fol 
i.-mar. 1836-44, av. 176 pl. co 200 fr. 
irchives de } ns entifigu Coll. compl. 1850- 
I 3 vol., av. pl. Superbe état 200 Ir 
irt de er er dates. Compl. en 44 V. in-8, cart 
1818 150 fr 
BARONIUS innale estastici 7 v. in.-4, rel 
1864-84 tr 

A de i'd le des Chartes. Coll. bien compl., 1839-95 

v € fr 

f liothéeqgue francaise (éditée par Didot 4 forts vol 
gr. in-8 A 2 col 7o tr 
Bibliothéque gre ue-latine, €4. Didot. 7o vol. gr. in-8 
dont vol, rel 6oo Ir 
BORGHESI, (CZuvres. 9 t. en ro vol. Paris, Imp 
at 180 Ir 
Bulletindu Bi h (Techener). 1834-95. 55 Vol. 200 fr 
ulletin monumenta (Caumont). 1835-79, av tab 
47 9 joo Ir 
CAHIER et MARTIN Wélanges d'archéologie. 4 Vol 
in-4, d.-rel. 1847-5¢ Rare goo fr 
CANCIANI. Sarébarorum leges v. fol. 1781-89, d.- 
bas fr 
Cartas de Indias Folio, avec 2 planches et fa 
similés. Madrid, 1877 190 fr 
CLARA‘ Wusée de sculpture. 6 vol, texte et atl 
in-4 obl., d.-chag 280 Ir 
CLINTON. Fasti hellentc:i 3 vol. in-4, rel 6o fr 
COSTE Monum. mod. de la Perse Fol. d.-mar 
1867 tro fr 
VIVANT-DENON, L’(Luovre originale Av. le suppl 
érot 1s eaux-fortes folio, 1872 po fr 
DEVIC et VAISSETTI Histoire du Languedo 15 
vol., cart. comp 8 ) goo fr.) 240 fr 
Disserta tella Pontiff. Acad. Romana di arche r¢ 
vol, ir 4 1521-04 180 tr 
DURUTTE Esthétique musicale In-4, 1855, rel 
Rare 25 fr 
fri¢drica s ad. gr sen f t. Correspondenz. Vol. 14 15 
1579-1587 (245 If too tr 
Gasette ar ( compl., 1875-88 (fin de la publ.) 
rel. en 4v n-4 Superbe 6oo fr 
Gaz Jes Beaux-Arts, orig. 1859 & 91 incl. (dost 20 ¥ 
rel.) poo Ir 
Grands Ecr. de la France (Hachette), tout le paru. Cor- 
neille, La Rochefoucauld, Malherbe, Moliére, Pascal, 
Racine, $.-Simon, Sévigné, La Bruyére, La Fontaine, 
de Retz, 82 vol. in-8 et 1 bums de pl. Reliure diffé- 
rente pour chaque auteur 750 Ir 
HOLTROP. Moenum. typog des Pays-Bas au XVe 
stécle In-4. 1868. Rein (2 fr.) 180 fr. 
Hist. gén. de Paris. Comj vol. in-4, toile, et 3 atl 
fol. de plans. Ex. de M. Alphand 450 fr 
Jahr q Vereins idterthumsfreunden im Rhein- 
lande 86 vol. in-8 et in-4. 1842 20 Ir 
Journal du Palais. Vol. 1 & 88 (1791-1873), rel. demi-bas 
et demi-chagri 130 fr 
Journal des Economistes 1842 A 1895 zoo fr 
Astatigue. 1822 a 189 40 vol, rel., reste br. Trés 

bel état oo fr 
LABARTE Hist. des Arts industrite 2e édition. 3 
vol. ip (300 fr.) 465 fr 
LABBI Vova t nanuscr. libs vol. fol., 
bas 180 Ir 
LEBAS et WADDINGTON Voy. Gréce et Aste Min 
Compl. Trés rare 350 fr 
LECUYER (Collection) Terres cuites de Grece et 
d' Asie Min vol. fol. avec 117 pl. Rare 180 fr. 
LENORMANT et DE WITTE. Monum. céramograph 
4 Vol. in-4, 580 pl., rel. d.-mar. Superbe 250 fr 
Le Livre, réd. p. Uzanne. Coll. compl. 21 vol. 1880 
&y 200 fr 
LORENZ. Catalogue genéral de la libr. fr. Compl 


MARTIN. /Aist. de France. 17 vol. in-8, av. gr. (dern 





éd.), br. 40 fr. ou bel ex.-d.-chag 7o fr 
Watériausr pour l'hist. natur te l’homme, dir. par E 
Cartailhac 2 vol., av. 300 pl Rare 400 tr 
Mém. Soc. antiquaires dé rance 1817-94 Ou vol. 1a 
4, ave ‘atl. du 9¢ et les Bud/. (¢ ym pl ; fr. 
MICHAUD. Siographic uni 2e éd. 45 V. gr. in-8 
(500 fr.) 00 fr 
MIGNE FPatrologie latine 221 vol., met 1¢ ir. - 
Patrol. grecqgue. 166 vol 3000 fr 
MOREAL diébum Caranda, Ouvrage terminé, 1875- 
gt, avec 195 pl. coul 300 Ir 





PARDESSUS. Lets maritimes. 6 vol. n-4 220 fr 

PETITOT. Coll. compl. des Wém. 131 vol. bro- 
chés 1 fr 

PLACE. Ninive et Assyrie. 3 vol. fol., av. 88 pl. (8 
fr.) 200 Ir 

QUERARD. 12 vol., et BOURQUELOT, 6 vol. 18 vol 
(Catalogue général dé 1700-1545) 200 Ir 

Rembrandt (i'(Euvre de), p. p. Ch. Blanc. 2 vol. fol 
et fol. max., demi-mar. 18 (400 fr.) I fr 

Restauration des monum. antiques. Folio. Didot. 4 
vol. divers. (soo fr.) 


REUSS. La Sidle ; com 
Revue arch oO 


e¢ Art chrétien. Orig 
ve intern. de i Lmset 





Revue langues roma ne 


Revue lin 





Revue de numismatique 


1836-77, 400 fr 18 


Revue philos 






























Romania. 1872 A 1895 incl I ; 
SCHLUMBERGER Sigillographie. In-4 95 fr 
Numismat. Orient. latin. 2vol. in-4 I fr 
Soc anciens textes francais 1875-04, et Bullet. 66 v 
cart 400 tr 
Societé antiquaires de Picardie. 1838-90. Coll. bien 
compl., in-8 et in-4 280 fr 
Société archéolog. de Luxembourg. T. 1 A 38 en 19 V 
in-4 125 fr 
Stephanus Thesaurus Didot » vol. fol., d.-ch. Bel 
ex 270 fr 
Univers pittoresgue. 66 vol. (Didot.) (400 fr 120 fr 
VINCI da) Les manuscrits de l fe | 
6 vol. fol. (850 fr.) 450 fr 
WAILLY. Palegraphie. 2 vol. fol., demi-veau 80 fr 
Annuaire météorologique. 1849-7 4 vo Rare. 180 fr 
irch. Mus. Hist. nat. Lyon. 3 vol. fol. (270 fr.) 100 fr 
Arch Nouv.) Afus. Hist. nat. Pari 1o volumes 
1865-1874. (soo fr.) 200 Ir 
irchives de phystologtie. 1869-% Rare ¢ fr 
BAILLON,. Aust. des Plantes. 1a XIII 250 fr 
Berichte der chemischen Gesellschaft. 186841887, avec 
table. Original 780 fr 
Bull. Soc. botanique. 185449 600 fr 
Bull. Soc. chimique 1858 A g5, avec Répert, chimie 
8 fr 
BULLIARD. Heréier de la France. Champignons 
450 Ir 
DESHAYES. Mod/usgues (Explor. d’ Algérie). 200 fr 
index Catalogue (Billings). 16 vol 350 fr 
Journal de micrographie 15 vol 150 fr 
de pharmacte. Orig. 1815 A 1890 Bo fr 
de physique, p. Rosier. 1773-1821. go vol. veau 
Superbe 3 ir 
Journai de Ecole Polytechn. Cahiers 1 A 6 zoo fr 
Journal de ines 38 v. et table des tom. 1 A 28 
rel roo fr 
KIENER Species et lconogr. ¢ Compl., 
avec. go2 pl. col., grand papier, (1600 fr.) 
yoo fr 
— Idem. 12 vol. in-8, av. go2 pl. col. (9 400 fr 
LAPLACE. (uvrres. 7 vol. in-4, rel. 1 roo fr 
LAVOISIER. (2£uovres. 6 vol. in-4. 1 ) Bo fr 
LEGENDRE. Fonctions ¢lliptiques. 3 Vv. in-4, d.-rel 
bas. 160 fr. 
Lumitre électrique. Coll compl. 1879-94 400 fr 
MAS. Le Verger, av. 396 planches col. des fruits les plus 
cultivés. 8 vol. gr. in-8. 1866-73, rel. Trés rare. 200 fr 
Matériaux pour l’hist. de l'homme, par Cartailhac, 22 
vol. Rare qoo fr 
Memoirs of the Roy. Astron. Society Vol. 17 A 48 
1849-35. 350 Ir 








Mémoires Acad. d. Sciences. 1866-90. Ex. unique. 3000 fr 
MILNE EDWARDS. Lecons sur la Physiologie. 14 





volumes. (300 fr.) 160 fr 
Pringsheim's Jahrbicher fiir Botanik. Vol. 1 422. 1250 fr 
Revista maritima. 1876-1886, sept. (200 fr.) 80 fr 
Revue des sciences médicales, par Hayem. 1873-90, rel 
(586 fr.) 200 fr 
STOPPANI. Paléontologie lombarde. 4 vol. in-4, av 
tso pl. 1858. (228 fr.) 130 fr. 
VERDET. (Euvres. 9 vol., d.-chag. 1868-73 180 fr 
Liedig’s Annalen der Chemie und Pharmacie. Vol. 57 
Aa 264. 1400 fr. 


t@” Mes catalogues sont envoyes aux personnes qui me feront l’/honneur de me charger 


de leurs commissions pour la place de Paris. 
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7. FENTON METALLIC SYSTEM ot 
Library Fixtures should obtain the serious consideration of Librarians, 
Boards of Directors, Architects and all persons interested in the con- 
struction of library work. Built upon the most advanced ideas of steel con- 
struction, stacks can be erected to any height, perfectly fire-proof, light, well 
ventilated and presenting a minimum surface to catch dust. Shelving is abso- 
lutely adjustable, easily manipulated and has no mechanical parts that can get 
out of order, while the possibilities for architectural treatment are unlimited. 
Ihe advantage gained of considering and planning stack work in con- 
nection with the construction of the building will be readily understood, and 
we shall be glad to conter with architects in the matter of plan and arrange- 
ment. This, however, is not arbitrary. 
We present below a view taken on the sixth gallery of the stack room 
of the State Library at Boston, Mass., showing the Fenton Metallic system of 


stack and gallery construction. 
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KDW. G. ALLEN’S 
London Maencp for American Bibraries 


28 HENRIETTA STREET, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON. 
FOUNDED IN 1856 


PPOINTED London Agency for the Libraries of the United States and 
Dominion Governments, and for Several First-class Public and Uni- 
versity Libraries of America. 
Relations long existing with all the Booksellers and Publishers of Great 
Britain facilitate the prompt execution of orders for Books, Periodicals, and 


Scientific Serials, with their continuations. 


Scarce Books Found. 








Binding of Every Class. 





‘* We have been, for the last twenty years, personally cognizant of Mr. Allen's faithfulness to 
the interests of his American customers. When a resident in Washington, ten years ago, we 
found that the immense Congressional Library largely supplied its shelves through Mr. Allen's 
London Agency. Many of the extensive libraries belonging to the Universities and Colleges in 
the East have also secured their Foreign Books from the same source, and we have heard from 
the officers of these Institutions frequent testimony to the scrupulous exactness with which 
their orders were always filled. 

‘*We cannot, therefore, do a greater service to the Colleges and Universities of the West, 
te hich these presents shall come, than to advise that they employ this inexpensive agency 
for replenishing their Libraries with English Books.”—PRESIDENT WELCH, /owa State Agrt- 
cultural College. 

‘No better endorsement of Mr. Allen's Agency is possible than the list of leading libraries 
that continue to use it. For 30 years, strict integrity and unexcelled facilities have held the old 
and made new patrons. The very large business built up demands only a small commission. 
A library can safely entrust all its London orders to Mr. Allen without getting other estimates 
and feel sure that it is not making a mistake.”—MELVvIL Dewey, State Library, New York. 


EDW. G. ALLEN’S AMERICAN LIBRARY AGENCY, 


28 Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, LONDON. 


Member American Library Association. SPECIAL TERMS FOR LARGE ORDERS. 





Se 


CAN and ANNUAL CATALOGUES. 
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Bibliographical Publications. 
For all American books as they appear, take THE PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY; for an hour's 
glance each month at the important books and magazine papers, take THE LITERARY NEWS; 


for library matters take THE LIBRARY JOURNAL; for magazine articles in general, consult 
7 THE ANNUAL LITERARY INDEX; for books in print or issued of late years, see the AMERI- 


















































THE PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY. _Estab- 
lished in 1872, with which was incorporated the A meris- 
can Literary Gasette and Publishers’ Circular (estab- 
lished in 1852), by purchase from Mr. George W. 
Childs. Recognized as the representative of the pub- 
lishing and bookselling interests in the United States. 
Contains full weekly record of American publications, 
with monthly indexes, etc. Subscription, $3.00 per an- 
num, postpaid ; single nos., to cts., postpaid. 


THE LITERARY NEWS. An Eclectic Re- 
view of Current Literature. Published monthly, and 
containing the freshest news concerning books and 
authors ; lists of new publications; reviews and critical 
comments; characteristic extracts; sketches and anec- 
dotes of authors; courses of reading; bibliegraphical 
references ; prominent topics of the magazines ; portraits 
of authors, and illustrations from the newest books, 
etc., etc. Subscription, $1.co per annum, postpaid: 
single nos., ro cts. 

THE LIBRARY JOURNAL. Monthly. Of- 
ficial Organ of the American Library Association. 

; Established in 1876. Subscription, $5.0co per annum, 

; postpaid; single nos., so cents. (Tue Literary 


NAL.) Teachers may be interested in the ‘“* School 
Number "’ published in the spring of each year. 


THE AMERICAN CATALOGUE of books in 
print and for sale (including reprints and importations) 
July 1, 1876. Compiled (under the direction of F. 
Layro.tpt) by Lynps EB. Jongs. Subject-volume, 4to, 
half morocco, $15.00. [Awsther-and-title volume is 
out of print.) 


THE AMERICAN CATALOGUE, 1876- 
1884. Books recorded (including reprints and impor- 
tations) July 1, 1876-June 30, 1884. Compiled, under 
the editorial direction of R. R. Bowxer, by Miss A. I. 
Arriaton, to, half morocco, [Ost ef print.) 


AMERICAN CATALOGUE, 1884-90. Com- 
piled, under the editorial direction of R. R. Bowxszr, 
by Miss A. 1. Arriaron and others. 4to, half leather, 
$15.00. 

AMERICAN CATALOGUE, 1890-18905. 


4to, half morocco, $15.00. 


THE ANNUAL ASIERICAN CATALOGUE. 
Being the full titles, with descriptive notes, of all bceoks 
recorded in Tus Pus.isnars’ Weexry during the cal- 
endar year, with author, title and subject index, pub- 
lishers’ annual lists and directory of publishers. Pub- 
lished annually since 1886. 8vo, set, sheets, $3.00; half 
morocco, §3.50. 


| 





| 
| 
| 


THE ANNUAL LITERARY INDEX, includ- 
ing Periodicals, American and English Essays, Book- 
Chapters, etc., Special Bibliographies, Necrology of Au- 
thors, and Index to Datesof Principal Events. Edited 
by W. 1. Fiercuer and R. R. Bowker, with the co- 
operation of members of the American Library Associa- 
tion and of the Liérary Journal staff. 8°, cloth, $3.se. 


THE PUBLISHERS’ TRADE LIST AN- 
NUAL. Large 8vo, with ‘“* Duplex Index,” #e#, $2.00. 
Contains: The latest CATALOGUES OF AMERICAN Pus- 
LISHERS, contributed by themselves and arranged al 
phabetically by the firm-names and smaller lists at the 
end of the volume. These Lists, al) bound in one vol- 
ume, present in their combination so convenient and 
time-saving a working-tool as to make it indispensable 
to every one who has any interest in the purchase er 
sale of books, 

THE AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL CATA-« 
LOGUE includes a price-list of all the text-books in 
use in the United States, arranged alphabeticaly by 
author’s or editor's name, and a detailed subject- 
index, referring from each specific subject to authors 
ot books on that subject. 8vo, leatherette, so cts. 


News és sent free te subscribers of Tue Lisrary Jour- | THE ENGLISH CATALOGUE [Annual] con- 


taining a complete list of all the books published in 
Great Britain and Ireland in the calendar year, with in- 
dex to subjects. A continuation of the London and 
British Catalogues. [London ; Sampson Low, Marston 
& Co.) 8vo, paper, set, $1.50. Tua Enouse Cata- 
Locus and Tus Annuat American CaTacocusg bound 
in one volume, half leather, $s.co. 


HANDY LIST OF AMERICAN PUBLISH- 
ERS. The street address is given in nearly every 
case, and the abbreviation under which the firm's books 
are entered in the “American Catalogue,” 1890-95. 
4to, pap., $2.00. 


A CATALOGUE OF U. S. GOVERNMENT 


PUBLICATIONS. July 1, 1890, to June 30, 189s. 
Compiled, under the editorial direction of R. R. Bow- 
ker, by J. H. Hicxcox. 60 pp., 4to, pap., $1.50. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARY. By 


Rev. A. E. Dunninc. 16mo, cloth, 60 cts. 


CASPAR’S DIRECTORY of the Book, News, 


and Stationery Trades, Wholesale and Retail. 1450 
Ppp., 8°, hf. bd., $8,00, met. 


/THE PROFESSION OF BOOKSELLING: 


a handbook of practical hints for the apprentice and 
bookseller. By A. Growo.t, managing editor of Tux 
Pus.isuers’ Weexcy and author of “A Bookseller's 
Library.” Pts. s and 2, 8°, bds., each, $2.00, (Con- 
cluding part in preparation.) 









: P, oO. Box 943- 


Address the OFFICE OF THE PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY, 


59 Duane Street, New York. 
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JOSEPH BAER & CO., 


DEALERS IN 


New and Second-hand Books, and Library Agents, 


FRANKFORT-0O.-MAIN (GERMANY). 





THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


ESTABLISHED 1785.) 


Our special Library Department enables us to fill orders for Libraries with the best 
care and diligence, in small matters as well as great. 

Most liberal terms. 

Exceptional facilities for obtaining scarce books. 

Permanent stock of over 400,000 second-hand books in all languages 
and classes of literature. 

Systematic Catalogues issued regularly and sent free on application. 

Latest catalogue: Catalogue of complete sets or long runs of Magazines, 
Periodicals, and Transactions of Learned Societies, containing about 800 sets 


for the total amount of more than 100,000 Marks. 


ABSTRACT OF THIS CATALOGUE. 


‘ARK MARKS 
Archrologia. Vol. 1-s4 and Indexes. Lond., Flore des Serres. 2; vols. Gand., 1845-8 . 360 
1779-1894. 4to (publ. at upw. of / , 40 vols. calf, . 
rest cloth, uncut ; : .. goo | Gardener’s Chronicle. Lond., 1841-90. Sm. 
folio, so vols., hf. calf ee . . » 45° 
Archiv fiir Klinische Chirurgie. Vol. 1-36. Ber . 
lin, 1861-87. Hf. bound. (M.o44).... 5 Hermes. Vol. 1-29 and Index. Hf. calf......... 250 
Archiv fiir dsterreich. Geschichte. Vol. 1-8: and ar? >a Gothaer. 1764-1893. 131 vols. 
Index. Wien, 1848-95. With Notizenblatt ) 10M0 soeere ore 1200 
7 Rx ( ' ic . 
vols., 1851-59 (ab. M.s50) boards..... Jabrbucher fiir National Oekonomie. Vol 
Archives de la Commission des Monuments his 1-56, 18 supplem. and Index. 1863-91.......+..... 800 
t , 1 publ > . a 2 oO, 
fel gt — (all publ.) a ' 3. Roy Jahresbericht, Botantecher, v. Just. Vear 
oho, ft mor be St edition on hina paper. 450 20. Berl , 1874-04 (M 842) a es be an 
> . . 7 
apes. I ayy, we eg ‘3’ ols. Pa Ss, Jahresbericht, Zoologischer, v. Carus 
, mplete to October, 1 frcs. 2840) Year t-1 1880-9! (M.328.) Hf. cloth.. . 220 
a te mir r » ' 70 * oa 
Mibitethek des Lite rar. ,Vere as Ve "7 : Jahresbericht tiber die Fortschritte der Che- 
Seends’ 1542-54. 99 Vols. hi, bd., rest sewed anc , mie. Year 1-42 and Index. 1849-91. Boards..... 900 
‘ ° . eee eeeee e+e eee 200 
So § Géologique rols < « « © 1542-94 201 
Bulletin de la ciété Géol ju t vols. Journal des Economistes 8 
Paris, 1830-90. Hf. bd ; - ‘ - vols. and Indexes fres. 1872.) ‘ «+++ 600 
Balletin YWonumental. V 1-56 and 3 a —~< de traités. 74 vols. Goett., — 
vols. Indexes. Paris, 1834-90. ......seeseeeeeeses §0 1817-96, 65 vols. bound, rest sewed -+ Seo 
Bulletino di bibliografia e di storia delle scienze Nord und Sud. Vol. 1-64. Berlin, 1877-93 
matematiche. Vol. 1-20. Roma, 1868-87. 4to 4 Publisher's binding.... eee . tenes 240 
Centralblatt fiir die medicin. Wissenschaften. Namismatic Chronicle. 52 vols. 1836-9 
Year 1-20 1863-91 Cloth...... . ‘ 8¢0 16 vols. hf. calf, rest sd.. ° . . goo 
Chinese Repository. 20 vols. Canton, 1832 Zeitschrift fiir wissenschaftliche Zoitlogie 
«x. Hf. bound. ny gh oe wee Vol. 1-56. With 4 suppl. and 4 indexes, 1848-93 
DOGG «ose cecscecessescccesse ; sevcccese 9O08 
Civilta Coatacne. From the beginning, 1850, . ; ; 
to June, 189 168 vols, and 14 Indexes. 60 vols Zeltung, Botanische. 44 vols. 1843-86. gto, 
hf. bd., rest <a eta ‘ . = boards. Original edition throughout... ‘ goo 
Early English Text Soctety. Complete Zoologische Station zu Neapel. Mit- 
Get Co Od OF 28O98..cccscscccccccsccccscccccees . 87 theilungen. Vol. 1-8. 1879-88........... + cosee SF 


IMPERFECT SETS COMPLETED. 
TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS: GUTENBERG FRANKFORTMAIN. 
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APPLETON’S LIBRARY LISTS. 


OR more than fifty years Messrs. D. AppLeton & Co. have been engaged in the publica- 
Bp tion of the choicest productions from the pens of distinguished authors of the past and 
present, of both Europe and America, and their catalogue of books now comprises 
several thousand volumes, embracing every department of knowledge. Classified lists of ; 
these publications have been prepared, affording facilities for a judicious selection of books 
covering the whole range of LITERATURE, SCIENCE, and Art, for individual bookbuyers or 


for a thorough equipment of any library. : 
Lists A, B, and C are of books selected especially for School and College Libraries. . 
rhe other lists are of books grouped according to subjects, and include the above ; 
: 
List D.—History List O.—Poetry and Essay. i 
E.—Biography ** R.—Travel and Adventure. 
“  F.—Physical Science. “  $.—Pedagogy and Education. 
“ G.—Mental and Moral Science “ T.—Fiction. 
H.—Political and Social Science. ** U.—Amusements and Recreations 
I.—Finance and Economics. * V.—Evolution. 
“ K.—Hygiene and Sanitary Science. “ W.—Religion 
“ L.—Philosophy and Metaphysics. “ X.—Law. 
“ M.—Technology and Industrial Arts. “  Y.—Medicine. 
“ N.—Anthropology, Ethnology, Archawology. * Z.—Juvenile Books. 
Palzontology. AA.—Unclassified 
“ O.—Language, Literature, and Art. BB.—School and College Text-Books. 
P.—Reference Books. CC.—Spanish Publications 


Single lists mailed free. Complete set, ten sections, 18 cents, to cover postage. Bound in one volume 


340 pages, 8vo, 30 cents. Free to librarians, 


D. APPLETON & CO., Publishers, 


243 Wabash Avenue, CHICAGO. 72 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK. 


EM. TEROUEM, 


Paris Agency for American Libraries, 


ESTABLISHED 1877, j 
31 Bis BOULEVARD HAUSSMANN S31 Bis ‘ 
PARIS. 


French and Continental Books purchased at the lowest | Auction sales orders attended to, also orders for private 
terms, | libraries offered en dloc before auction, 


Orders carefully executed for out-of-print and new books. | wr Rm. Terquem, being the appointed agent in Paris of 
Binding for books in constant use a specialty of the firm. many libraries, colleges, and universities, can furnish 


Estimates given on application on all orders. references in almost every city in the United States. 


The “ Catalogue de la Librairie Frangaise” mailed free | Correspondence and tria! orders solicited. Small or large 


monthly as well as catalogues of second-hand book. | shipments every week either direct or through his 
dealers of every locality. | agent in New York, 
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INKS AND ADHESIVES. 
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b] DR WI iG K in Blacks and Colors, are the Standard Liquid Draw. 
I. HIGGINS A N INKS, jig tnus of the World, “They are u 1 endorsed 
by te leading schools, « leges, and institutes of the United Sta tes and Great Britain rhree-four f the profes 
sional draughtsmen of tl United States use no other Drawing inks. In % oz.,\% Pt., Pt., and Qt. Bottles, 
%o oz. Bottles prepaid by mail, thirty-five cents. 

I ire whit 





adhesive, | 


’ A beautiful homogen 
2. HIGGINS’ PHOTO MOUNTER. ‘ss-aritel fonccencsns sateaies pare een 
graphs, textile samples, scrap book, tissue work, and general use as a substitute for mucilage Always ready and 
requires no preparation. In 3 oz., 6 o#., 14 o2., and 44 Gallonand Gallon Jars, 302, Jar prepaid by 
mail, thirty cents, 


, A strong, clear, non-sedimentary Fluid 
3. HIGGINS’ TAURINE MUCILAGE. 4" fe of great strength and quick 
catch. Non-corrosive, and will not become dirty and stained in use. Adopted by the Sc! Board of Ir nape 
to the exclusion of all other mucilages. Im 2 os,., 202,,\4 Pt., Pt. and Qt, Bottles, aad 1,%,and 5 ro 
Cans. 202, Bottle prepaid by mail, twenty-five cents, 


4. HIGGINS’ DRAWING-BOARD AND LIBRARY MUCI- 


LAGE A Semi-fluid Adhesive of extraordinary strength. For sticking paper to paper, paper to cloth, or 
° leather to paper or cloth it is unequalled. Excellent for mounting drawin gs, maps Ory ctures on cloth 











paper, or wood, and for repairing and labelling books. The scoo volumes of the model | brary at the World's Fair 

pat t g g 

were repaired and labelled with it, and it Ww as voluntarily exhibited and recommended by the Committee in charge as 

the only satisfactory adhesive for the irpose. Its utility in schools is hence appare In 3 oz., 6 oz., 14 oz. 
PP: ’ 


and \g Gallon and Gallon Jars, 3 es. Jar prepaid by matl, thirty cents. 
SOLD BY DEALERS IN ARTISTS’ MATERIALS, PHOTO SUPPLIES, AND STATIONERY. 


These goods are peculiarly adapted for school use, being of the very highest standard, and hence popular educators 
in themselves. The adhesives are extremely strong, yet spread easily and smoothly in a very thin film, so that they 
ge further than starch or flour pastes or gum mucilages, and as they never deteriorate or spoil there is no waste, and 
they are hence more economical in the end than cheap goods. 

Color Cards showing actual Drawing Inks, also descriptive circulars and full information will be sent 
postpaid on application. 


CHAS. M. HIGGINS & CO., Originators and Manufacturers, 


INKS AND ADHESIVES. 168-172 Eighth Street, 
Brooklyn, N. ¥., U.S. A. 





London Office: 106 Charing Cross Road. 


KEGAN PAUL, TRENCH, TRUBNER & CO, 


LIMITED, 

PUBLISHERS AND LIBRARY AGENTS, 
Having extensive experience in supplying PUBLIC LIBRARIES, MUSEUMS, GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS, etc., at Home and Abroad, with Miscellaneous Requisites, Books (New and 
Second-hand), or Periodicals im all Languages, ofter their Services to LIBRARIANS, SECRE- 
TARIES, AND OTHERS. Careful attention given te every detail. Exceptional Facilities fer 
obtaining Forcign and Scarce Books, BINDING OF Every DescriPTiON UNDERTAKEN. /ertedicals 
and Newspapers Promptly Supplied as issued. Books Shipped to all parts of the World at Lowest 
Rates. 


TERMS ON APPLICATION, ALSO LIST OF LIBRARY APPLIANOES, HANDBOOKS, ETO. 
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LIBRARY DEPARTMENT OF : :::: 


LEMCKE & BUECHN ER, 


(LONDON. LEIPZIG. PARIS.) 
oe + 812 Broadway, New York. 
> > ® 


E invite Librarians to correspond with us before placing orders. Our facili- 
ties for supplying books in all languages are unsurpassed. 


Largest Stock of German and French Books. 
American Books at Fobbers’ Rates. 
British Books Imported Duty-Free. 


Our firm offers a// the advantages of foreign agencies as to terms and 
prompter service, receiving weekly shipments from England, Germany, and France, 

Our Monthly Bulletin, besides a bibliography of the leading languages of 
the world, supplies in a supplement critical notes on books especially valuable for 
Libraries, and has become the purchasing guide for German and French books 
in many Libraries. 

oe FOREIGN PERIODICALS AT LOWEST RATES 























WE MAKE A SPECIALTY OF THE CORRECT ARRANGING AND LETTERING 
OF WORKS IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES. 





. . o oe 
THE BINDING OF BOOKS THE FINEST EXTRA BIND- 
FOR LEARNED SOCIETIES, | ING OF WORKS OF ART 
COLLEGES, AND LIBRARIES, IN FULL AND HALF LE- 
SINGLE VOLUMES OR VANT, MOROCCO, CALF, 








QUANTITIES. ETC., ETC. 
° -____—_@ ° «7 





NEUMANN BROS., 7 East 16th Street, New York. 


—- 
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LIBRARY DEPARTIIENT 
A. C. McClurg & Co., 


CHICAGO. 
OO for libraries—public, university, college, or school—filled with prompt- 
ness and the greatest care. 

Our stock of miscellaneous books is very large and complete, and our special 
Library Department with a corps of trained assistants enables us to give the best 
attention to the peculiar demands of libraries. 

We are continually receiving large consignments of foreign books—those for 
public libraries coming free of duty—and we make a specialty of picking up both 
domestic and foreign books which are out of print or which for other reasons are 
difficult to secure. 

Our prices are very low and we shall be glad to correspond with librarians 
saguenng: their wants. 


January, '97| 








Telegraphic ates G. P. PUTN AV S SON Santer ten 
LONDON: NEW YORK: 
24 Bedford Street, Strand. . 27 and 29 West 23d Street. 


aaa —__BOOKSELLERS AND LIBRARY AGENTS. 


+e PUTNAM have peculiar facilities for handling all library business intelligently and to the best advan- 
tage of their customers. 





Their Branch House in London (through which they receive English orders for American books) enables them 
to supply, promptly, English books, without the commission usually paid by American dealers 


Their extensive miscellaneous and retail business makes it practicable to buy all books at the lowest prices, to 
carry a large stock of standard books in every department of literature, and to keep in touch with the current publica- 
tions of the day. Their business experience covers more than half a century. 





"Notes on New Books,” a a A their ¢ own —— mS, will be sent regularly, on application 








CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, 


153°157 re @ Avene, New York. 





Librarians and others will do well to communicate with us before placing their 
orders. 

The latest publications of all the leading American and English publishers are 
kept in stock, thereby enabling us to fill orders with utmost despatch. 

Special attention is asked to our facilities for importing books free of duty. 

Correspondence solicited. Send for catalogues and specimen copy of 
THE Book Buyer, a monthly magatine 6 devoted to books, antnenn, and literary affairs. 


LIBRARIES. 


E solicit correspondence with bookbuyers for private and other Liprarigs 














and desire to submit figures on proposed lists. Our topically arranged 
Liprary List (mailed gratis on application) will be found useful by those selecting 
titles. 


THE BAKER & TAYLOR CO., “guzss"® 


5 and 7 East 16th Street, New York. 








7° 


~ C.F. bIBBIE & CO. 


Auctioneers and Appraisers, 


666 Washington St., BOSTON, MASS. 


AT PRIVATE SALE. 


To be Sold by the ORDER of the ASSIGNEES | 


MIDDLESEX MECHANICS 


ASSOCIATION LIBRARY 
OF LOWELL, MASS., 


is now offered for sale entire, consisting of about 


25,000 VOLUMES OF BOOKS, 


in Various Departments of Literature, for 
Home Reading and Reference, all in Good 
Condition, and still standing on the library 
shelves. 

A very favorable opportunity to acquire a 
well selected library for public use, at a very 
moderate price. 


For particulars or privilege of examination, 
apply to 


Cc. F. LIBBIE & CO., 
666 Washington Street, Boston, Mass. 


[ENGTHY GORRESPONDERG 


magazines 


with rela- 
tion to 


back numbers of needed to 
complete sets may be avoided by sending list 
of wants to A. S. CLARK, 174 Fulton Street, 
New York City. Magazines will be forwarded 
to as to price and 


librarians ‘‘on approval” 


condition. If returned for any reason, cost 


will be borne by sender. My stock exceeds in 
extent that of any other dealer in the world. 
Catalogue No. 43, acopy of which is at your 


service, helps tell the story. 


‘“*IDEAL”’ 


NEWSPAPER FILES ARE THE 


BEST. 


AVA 
VAV 


EVAN W. CORNELL, 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


ADRIAN, - AL 


MICH., U. 8S. 
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| A USEFUL BOOK 


OF REFERENCE. 





A SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Religious Denominations 
of the United States. 


BY 


GEORGE FRANKLIN BOWERMAN, 
B.A., B.L.S. 


COMPILED 


With a list of the most important Catholic works 
Compiled by 
Strongly bound 


of the world as an appendix. 
Rev. Joseph H, MCMAHON. 
in linen cloth, wide margin for reference 
notes, thick paper, 75 cents. 


PUBLISHED BY THE 


Cathedral Library Association of New York. 


READY SEPT, 1: 


Dante and Catholic Philosophy in the 
Thirteenth Century. 


The only translation of Ozanam’s celebrated 
work, 


J. H. HICKCOX, 


906 M St., WASHINGTON, D. C., 


Offers his services to public and 
libraries, students, and others in 
of government documents or information 
in procuring for a moderate missing 
numbers in sets of government publica- 
tions, of which he makes a specialty, other 
government documents and information 
from the several departments, museums, 
and libraries in Washington. 


private 
search 


fee 





‘BOOKS WANTED. 





Fletcher Free Unrary, Burlington, Vt. 
Steele, Chief of the Pilgrims 
Pardoe, Life of Marie de Medicis, v. 3. 
Don Quixote, ed. by Lockhart, v. 1. Boston, 186s. 


LibraryCo. of Phila., cor. Locustand Juniper Sts. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Pilcher’s First Aid in Illness and Injury. New York, 
1892. 
Teachers’ College, Bryson Library, N. Y. 


Chalmers, George, Opinions on interesting subjects of 
= laws... arising from American independence, 


Tucker, George, History of the U. S., 1860. 


Harvard Subject Index. 1886-91. 


Y. M. C. A. Library, 23d St. cor. 4th Ave., N. Y. 
New England Mag., March and Oct., 1892, and Oct., ’93. 
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te Three Valuable Library Aids —a-- 
IN PREPARATION: 


The Annual Literary Index, 1896 


Including Periodicals, American and English, Essays, Book-Chapters, etc., Special Bibliogra- 
phies and Necrology of Authors. Edited by W. I. FLetcuer and R. R. Bowxer, with the 
co-operation of members of the American Library Association and of the Library Journal stafi. 
THe ANNUAL LITERARY INDEX for 1896 is now printing and will be ready earlier than usual 

inthe year. This not only covers the full range of periodicals included in Poole’s Index, as no 

other publication does, but includes the ‘‘ essay index,” continuing the ‘‘A. L. A. Index to General 

Literature,” an index to events of 1896, which is practically an index to the daily papers, a list of 

bibliographies of the year, and a necrology of authors, etc. The volume is the fifth annual sup 

plement to Poole’s Index and the third to the ‘‘A. L. A. Index to General Literature.” It is the 
complement of THe ANNUAL AMERICAN CATALOGUE of books published in 1896, and with it 
makes a complete record of the literary product of the year. It is thus the most comprehensive 
tool in the way of a guide to recent literature furnished for library and trade purposes. The 
edition is limited. 

One volume, cloth, uniform with Poole’s Index ard the A. L. A. Index. $3.50, met. 





“Of great value to all who would keep advised of the topics and writers in the periodical literature of the day."’ 
—Universalist Quarterly 
“Good indexing could no further go." — The Nation. 


The Annual American Catalogue, 1896 


THe ANNUAL AMERICAN CATALOGUE for 1896 will be issued as soon after the close of the year as 
possible. It will contain: 

(1) Directory of American Publishers issuing books in 1896. 

(2) Full-title Record, with descriptive notes, in author alphabet, of all books recorded in 

Tue PusiisHers’ WEEKLY, 1806. 

(3) Author-, title-, and subject-index to same, in one alphabet. 

(4) Publishers’ annual lists for 1896. 

This volume forms the SECOND ANNUAL SUPPLEMENT to the AMERICAN CATA- 
LOGUE, 1890-95, now issuing. 

One volume, half leather, $3.50; in sheets, $3.00 ; if ordered and paid for, before publica- 
tion, the price will be, half leather, $3.00 ; in sheets, $2.50. 

The edition as usual is a limited one. The volumes for 1890 to 1893 are all out of print, and 
orders for those of 1894 and 1895, to insure supply, should be prompily filled. The ANNUAL 
ENGLISH CATALOGUE, for which we have the American market, will this year include full title 
entries, after the manner of the American volume, instead of the previous abbreviated entries. 
It will be furnished at $1.50 paper, or bound with the American in one volume, half leather, at 
$5.00, met, unless the change in plan should necessitate increase in price, of which we have not 
yet been advised by the English publishers. 


NFARLY COMPLETED: 


The American Catalogue, 1890-1895 


Part I.: Including List of Publishers, and Author-and-Title Alphabet, A-H. Parvrs 1. and 11. 
Author-and-Title Alphabet, H-Z. Part tv.: Subject Alphabet; Government Publications- 
Smiths. Inst.-War Dept. Part v., completing the work, will de published shortly. 

The present issue of THE AMERICAN CATALOGUE covers the period July 1, 1890, to June 30, 
1895. It is in two divisions, of which the first contains the author-and-title alphabet, and 
the second the subject alphabet, lists of government and state publications, publications of soci- 
eties, books in series, etc. Price, $12.50 in sheets ; and $15.00 in half morocew binding. ($10.0 
in sheets ; $12.50 in half morocco, to subscribers paying in advance of publication.) 7 he edition 
is 1250 copies only, and there will be no reissue. 

The appendixes to THk AMERICAN CATALOGUE, 1890-1895, of which the main alphabets were 
supplied last year to subscribers desiring it in parts, are now passing through the press and the 
completed volume will be ready in a short time. 

“ Without question the most perfect trade bibliography with which we are acquainted.""—/onadonm Bookseller. 


ee 
Address the OFFICE OF THE PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY, 
P.O. Box 943. 59 Duane Street, New York. 
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GUSTAV E. STECHERT 
Purchasing A gent for Colleges & Libraries 


810 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 


«TWO DOORS ABOVE GRACE CHURCH) 





















negs to call attention to his facilities for obtaining ForEIGN Books and 
PERIODICALS at more economical rates THAN ANY OTHER HOUSE IN AMERICA 
OR EUROPE can offer, because: 

He employs no Commission Agents, but has his own offices and 
clerks at London, Paris and Leipzig. He has open accounts 
with all the Leading publishing houses in the world. 

His experience enables him to give information at once about 
rare and scarce books. 

He receives weekly shipments from England, France and Germany, and 
can thereby fill orders in quicker time. 


MORE THAN 200 LIBRARIES FAVOR HIM WITH THEIR ORDERS. 


-+@+- 








SPECIAL REFERENCES, 

“Mr. Stechert has for years furnished this Library with most of its periodicals and European books, and has bought for us 
many thousand volumes. Mr. Stechert’s success is due to his constant personal attention to the business, and the reasonable 
terms he is able to offer, I consider a New York agent far preferabie to reliance on foreign agents alone.” 

Gro. H. Baxer, Librarian ef Columbia College, New York. 








“Seven years ago, in reorganizing the Columbia College library, I spent much time in trying to discover how to get out 
foreign books and periodicals with the least delay, trouble and expense, ‘The result of the comparison of three methods, viz: 
ordering direct from foreign dealers, ordering through one agent in don, or ordering through one agent in New York showed 
us that it was to our advantage to give Mr. Stechert all our foreign orders, as he delivered in the library in a single package 
and with a single bill at as low cost as we were able with vastly greater trouble, to get a half dozen different packages in differ- 
ent bills from different places. In reorganizing the New York State Library, I opened the whole question anew, and the result 
; of the comparison was the same as before, and we find that the library gets most for the time and money expended by taking ' 
advantage of Mr. Stechert's long experience, and the careful personal attention which he gives to our orders.” 


Metvit Dewev, Director of N. Y. State Library, Albany, N. Y. 














“Mr. G. E. Stechert of New York has served us with fidelity in procuring English, French and German books, both new 
' and second hand and also periodicals. His terms are more reasonable than any others that have come to our notice, while he 4 
i has always guarded our interests very carefully, We find it a great convenience to have one agency in New York, represented & 
i} by branches ia different European countries.” } : 








Prof. Arruve H. Parmer, Librarian of Adelbert College, Cleveland, O. 











seem to me admirably progressive and thoroughly live. 1 deal with you because I judge it for the advantage of this library to 
do so. If I did not, I should not. Up to date 1am unable to find a method which is, all things included, so economical of 


time and money as dealing through ‘a 
. ——e Eewast C. Ricnarpson, Librarian of College of New Jersey, Princeton, N. /. 






“ Your methods and facilities for doing business, as I have examined them hero as well as at the Leipzig and London ends, f 






‘ 








: “Our library committee speaks In the highest terms of your services. You have not only saved us many dollars, but have 
t shown an intelligent appreciation of our wants for which we thank you.’’ 
i ; A. 8. Cottins, Act. Librarian of Reynolds Library, Rochester, N, ¥. 


} GUSTAV E. STECHERT, 


| LONDON. PARIS. LEIPZIG. NEW YORK. 









